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Do submariners 
father more girls? 
New study says no. 



By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

A new study has contradicted 
a widespread belief in the 
submarine community that 
submariners father more 
girls than do other servicemembers. 

The analysis published in the 
military’s most recent Medical 
Surveillance Monthly Report “found 
no evidence to suggest the offspring 
sex ratio of male active duty U.S. 
Navy submariners is different from 
that of other active duty populations 


or the U.S. population as a whole.” 

Worldwide, 105 boys are generally 
born for every 100 girls. Variations 
in that ratio have been observed 
in some locations, with fewer male 
babies born after earthquakes and 
other stressful events. Some theories 
have suggested that a decline in 
sperm count or quality, possibly 
because of exposure to reproductive 
hazards such as pesticides or elevated 
radiation, may also result in a lower 
ratio of boys being born. 

SEE STUDY ON PAGE 7 


Jennifer Atkins gives a baby gender reveal to her husband, Petty Officer 
1st Class Jonathan Atkins, during a homecoming celebration for the submarine 
USS Oklahoma City on the pier at Apra Harbor, Guam, in December 2016. 

A new study differs from one in January on whether men on submarines 
father girls significantly more often than they do boys. 

Jamica JoHNSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 
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Military dependents could soon lose key immigration protections 


By Tara Copp 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The Trump adminis¬ 
tration is considering changes to immigra¬ 
tion policies that protect the spouse and 
dependents of servicemembers from de¬ 
portation, a U.S. Citizenship and Immigra¬ 
tion Services official confirmed Monday. 


“Parole in place” is a policy implement¬ 
ed at the height of the Iraq War to help 
deployed soldiers not worry that their un¬ 
documented family members would be de¬ 
ported while they were overseas. 

It is one of several options made avail¬ 
able to the military in recognition of “the 
important sacrifices made by U.S. armed 
forces members, veterans, enlistees and 


their families. To support these individu¬ 
als, we provide discretionary options such 
as parole in place or deferred action on a 
case-by-case basis,” the agency says on a 
webpage for servicemembers. 

Parole in place grants undocumented 
dependents and spouses a reprieve to be 
able to legally adjust their immigration 
status without having to leave the U.S. 


or to be deported first. The program was 
rarely used until senior military leaders 
and then-members of Congress — includ¬ 
ing Vice President Mike Pence — urged in 
2010 that the Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity increase access to the program. 

A USCIS official confirmed exclusively 
SEE PROTECTIONS ON PAGE 2 
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Jury deliberations 
resume in murder 
case of Navy SEAL 


Julie Watson/AP 

Marc Mukasey, a defense lawyer for Navy Special Operations Chief 
Edward Gallagher, shows off a hat with the words “Free Eddie” as he 
arrives at the military court on Naval Base San Diego on Tuesday. 


By Julie Watson 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — A jury of sea¬ 
soned combat veterans asked 
for review of testimony Tuesday 
after resuming deliberations in 
the murder case of a decorated 
Navy SEAL accused of fatally 
stabbing a wounded war prisoner 
under his care in Iraq and shoot¬ 
ing civilians in separate incidents 
in 2017. 

The panel sought the testimony 
of Lt. Thomas MacNeil, the first 
of nearly a dozen SEALs who 
testified at the court-martial of 
Special Operations Chief Edward 
Gallagher at Naval Base San 
Diego. 

MacNeil, a former roommate 
of Gallagher, identified the defen¬ 
dant’s special knife and described 
hearing a radio transmission that 
an airstrike in support of Iraqi 
forces had wounded an Islamic 
State fighter. 

“I heard Chief Gallagher an¬ 
nounce, ‘Lay off, he’s mine,”’ 
MacNeil said. 

MacNeil was not one of the two 
SEALs who said they saw Gal¬ 
lagher stab the prisoner, but he 
acknowledged posing for photo¬ 
graphs with the corpse. 

The jury began deliberating 
Monday after closing arguments 
in which both sides told jurors that 
witnesses had lied on the stand. 


The panel is weighing whether 
Gallagher, a 19-year veteran on 
his eighth deployment, went off 
the rails and fatally stabbed the 
war prisoner on May 3, 2017, as a 
kind of trophy kill or if he was the 
victim of allegations fabricated 
after the platoon returned to San 
Diego to stop him from getting a 
Silver Star and being promoted. 

A military prosecutor asserted 
the proof of Gallagher’s guilt is 
his own words, his own photos and 
the testimony of his fellow troops, 
while defense lawyers called the 
case a “mutiny” by entitled junior 
SEALs trying to oust a demand¬ 
ing chief. 

The jury is made up of five Ma¬ 
rines and two sailors, including a 
SEAL, many of whom had been 
in combat in Iraq. 

Defense lawyer Marc Mukasey 
said Tuesday that he expects a 
quick verdict, given the makeup 
of the jurors and the looming 
Fourth of July holiday. 

“Everybody wants to celebrate 
the holiday, right?” said Mukasey, 
wearing a big smile, a charcoal 
suit and a “Free Eddie” baseball 
cap emblazoned with the Ameri¬ 
can Flag. 

During the two-week trial, Spe¬ 
cial Operator Corey Scott, a medic 
like Gallagher, told the court that 
he saw the chief stab the ISIS 
militant in the neck but stunned 
the court when he said he was 


the one who ultimately killed the 
prisoner by plugging his breath¬ 
ing tube with his thumb as an act 
of mercy. 

Seven SEALs said Gallagher 
unexpectedly stabbed the prison¬ 
er moments after he and the other 
medics treated the detainee. Two, 
including Scott, testified they saw 
Gallagher plunge his knife into 
the prisoner’s neck. 

Under the military justice sys¬ 
tem, the prosecution needs two- 
thirds of the jury or, in this case, 
five jurors, to agree to a guilty 
verdict to convict. Jurors can also 
convict him of lesser charges or 
acquit him. 

Navy Cmdr. Jeff Pietrzyk said 
in closing arguments that text 
messages by Gallagher show he 
is guilty. 

One message said: “I’ve got 
a cool story for you when I get 
back. I’ve got my knife skills on.” 
Another text stated: “Good story 
behind this. Got him with my 
hunting knife.” 

He then showed a photo of the 


dead prisoner with Gallagher 
holding up his head by the hair. 

“The government’s evidence 
in this case is Chief Gallagher’s 
words, Chief Gallagher’s pic¬ 
tures, Chief Gallagher’s SEALs,” 
Pietrzyk said. 

The prosecutor acknowledged 
that the victim — a 17-year-old 
ISIS fighter wounded in an air- 
strike — is not sympathetic. 

“We’re not ISIS. When we cap¬ 
ture someone and they’re out of 
the fight, that’s it. That’s where 
the line is drawn,” Pietrzyk said. 

During the trial, it was re¬ 
vealed that nearly all the platoon 
members readily posed for pho¬ 
tos with the dead prisoner and 
watched as Gallagher read his re¬ 
enlistment oath near the body in 
an impromptu ceremony. 

Another defense lawyer, Tim 
Parlatore, began his closing ar¬ 
gument the same way he started 
the trial. “This case is not about 
murder; it’s about mutiny,” Parla¬ 
tore said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

to McClatchy on condition of ano¬ 
nymity that the agency is review¬ 
ing the program. Any changes 
would be limited to dependents 
of servicemembers, the official 
said. 

Retired Army Reserve Lt. Col. 
Margaret Stock, an attorney who 
specializes in military immigra¬ 
tion issues, said the administra¬ 
tion is expected to issue a decision 
on whether or not to end parole in 
place at the end of July. 

She first became aware of the 
proposed changes when attorneys 
for some of the servicemembers 
who could lose their dependents 
to deportation began expediting 
requests to get the reprieves for 
their family members. 

The policy review comes at a 
time when it has become more 
difficult overall for servicemem¬ 
bers to pursue U.S. citizenship. 
The number of military natu¬ 
ralizations has plummeted since 
President Donald Trump took 
office, and servicemembers are 
now rejected for citizenship at a 
higher rate than civilian appli¬ 
cants, according to the most re¬ 
cent USCIS data available. 

In the past several years, parole 
in place has been used sparingly, 
and has not protected all of the 
dependents of servicemembers 
from deportation. The federal 
agency responsible for all adjudi¬ 
cation of immigration cases does 
not track the number of waivers 
or deportations of servicemem¬ 
bers or their dependents that it 
has processed. 
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MILITARY _ 

LCS commander fired after collision with ship 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The commanding 
officer of a Navy littoral combat ship that 
struck a moored merchant ship in the St. 
Lawrence River in Montreal has been 
removed from duty “due to a loss of con¬ 
fidence in his ability to command,” the ser¬ 
vice said Monday. 

Cmdr. Michael Johnson was relieved 
of command Friday of the yet-to-be-com¬ 
missioned Billings LCS’ blue crew, said Lt. 
Cmdr. Courtney Hillson, a spokeswoman 
for the Norfolk, Va.-based Naval Surface 


Force Atlantic. 

The firing by Capt. Shawn Johnston, the 
chief of Littoral Combat Ship Squadron 2, 
came one week after the Billings collided 
with the cargo ship Rosaire A. Desgagnes. 

Hillson said the Billings suffered minor 
damage in the incident and no one was 
injured. The ship departed Montreal on 
Monday en route to Florida, where it is set 
to be commissioned Aug. 3 in Key West. 
It will be home-stationed at Naval Station 
Mayport near Jacksonville. 

The Billings was being assisted by two 
tugboats when its starboard side made con¬ 
tact with the cargo ship, the U.S. Naval In¬ 


stitute reported last week. It was not clear 
if a local pilot or a member of the Billings’ 
crew was in control of the ship at the time 
of the incident, according to USNI, which 
first reported Johnson’s removal. 

Johnson had commanded the Billings’ 
blue crew — one of two crews that man the 
ship — since June 2018. He was temporar¬ 
ily assigned to a staff position with Littoral 
Combat Ship Squadron 2. 

Hillson said the ship’s previous com¬ 
mander, Cmdr. Nate Rowan, will tempo¬ 
rarily command the ship. He was most 
recently commanding the blue crew of the 
USS Wichita, another LCS. 


Littoral combat ships are relatively 
small, agile warships designed to conduct 
operations near the coast. They can de¬ 
ploy landing craft and helicopters. They 
first joined the fleet in 2008, when the USS 
Freedom was commissioned. 

The Billings, named for the largest town 
in Montana, is the Navy’s 17th LCS and was 
delivered to the service in 2017. Its com¬ 
missioning later this summer will mark 
the ship and its crew as ready to operate on 
active-duty, according to the Navy. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 



Tyler FRASER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

The destroyer USS Stethem, seen anchored off the coast of Shimoda, Japan, on May 17, is returning 
stateside after 14 years in the Indo-Pacific with the 7th Fleet. 


Stethem returning stateside after 
14-year deployment with 7th Fleet 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — After 14 
years in the Indo-Pacific region with the 7th Fleet, 
the USS Stethem is returning to San Diego to oper¬ 
ate under the 3rd Fleet once more. 

Once the destroyer reaches its new homeport, it 
will undertake a “midlife modernization,” accord¬ 
ing to a Navy statement released Monday. 

Arriving at Yokosuka in June 2005, the Stethem 
operated as part of a strike group with the now-de¬ 
commissioned aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk. 

“The opportunity to serve alongside incredible 
waterfront shipmates and operate with our [Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force] allies, flexing every 
mission area in the most challenging operational en¬ 
vironment is truly unmatched,” Cmdr. John Rum- 
mel, the Stethem’s commanding officer, said in the 
statement. “We offer our sincerest appreciation to 
all of those that supported Stethem, our Steelwork¬ 
ers and families during our time in Yokosuka and 
wish them continued success in the years to come!” 

The Stethem’s namesake, Steelworker 2nd Class 
Robert Stethem, a Navy Seabee diver, was killed in 
Beirut during the hijacking of TWA Flight 847 in 
1985, according to the Navy. The ship was commis¬ 
sioned Oct. 21,1995. 

While attached to the 7th Fleet, the Stethem 


took part in a variety of operations ranging from 
search and rescue missions and disaster relief to 
joint and three-carrier operations, according to the 
statement. 

In 2011, the Stethem and its crew took part in Op¬ 
eration Tomodachi, the three-month relief effort to 
northeastern Japan that followed the magnitude 9.0 
earthquake and ensuing tsunami that killed nearly 
16,000 people. 

In April, the ship joined a Japan-led search for a 
missing Japan Air Self-Defense Force F-35A stealth 
fighter. 

The destroyer also took part in several multina¬ 
tional exercises in South and Southeast Asia, includ¬ 
ing Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training, 
Cobra Gold with Thailand and cooperative deploy¬ 
ments with ships from the JMSDF. 

“Stethem has operated at the top of her game as 
part of Destroyer Squadron 15 while being forward 
deployed,” Capt. Jonathan Duffy, squadron com¬ 
mander, said in the statement. “Her support to the 
mission improved our relationships with key allies 
and has become an integral part of our presence in 
the Indo-Pacific region. 

“I’m extremely proud of the accomplishments of 
the Steelworkers, and I’m looking forward to what 
comes after the homeport change.” 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 


Marines offer bonuses 
to keep some aviators 
from leaving service 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Marine 
Corps is offering some of its avia¬ 
tors bonuses of up to $280,000 
to remain in the service as the 
service looks to improve pilot re¬ 
tention, an issue the military has 
struggled with in recent years. 

The Marine Corps’ fiscal year 
2020 aviation retention bonuses 
target Marine captains and ma¬ 
jors who fly certain fighter jets, 
tilt-rotor aircraft, cargo planes 
and helicopters in an effort to 
keep pilots from moving into com¬ 
mercial aviation. The bonuses 
are available for pilots of the F-35 
Lightning II, the F/A-18 Hornet, 
the AV-8 Harrier, the MV-22 Os¬ 
prey, the C-130 Hercules, the UH- 
1 Huey, the AH-1 Cobra and the 
CH-53 Stallion, said Maj. Craig 
Thomas, a Marine spokesman. 

It marks the third consecutive 
year that the Corps has issued 
aviation bonuses. 

The fiscal year 2020 bonuses 
offer longer contracts and eligi¬ 
bility for more pilots, including 
ones with more than 14 years of 
service as a commissioned offi¬ 
cer, Thomas said Monday. They 
no longer include an option for a 
lump sum payment, and weapons 
system officers will no longer be 
eligible for the bonuses, he said. 

Lt. Gen. Michael A. Rocco, 
the Corps’ deputy commandant 
for manpower and reserve af¬ 
fairs, said in a statement that the 
Marines need to retain its best 
aviators to ensure it can meet 
its operational needs. The new 
round of bonuses should “pro¬ 
vide increased stability for our 
aviators to meet mission require¬ 
ments and increase ... lethality,” 
he said. 

“It adds one more positive ben¬ 
efit when Marine aviators weigh 
their options whether to continue 
serving or move on from the mili¬ 
tary,” Rocco said. 

The largest bonuses are being 
offered to pilots of the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter and the MV-22 Os¬ 
prey, according to data provided 
by Marine manpower and reserve 


affairs. Marine pilots of those air¬ 
craft who have less than 11 years 
of commissioned service are eli¬ 
gible for an eight-year extension 
that includes a $35,000 per year 
bonus, worth $280,000 overall. 

More experienced Osprey and 
F-35 pilots can sign contract ex¬ 
tensions from three to six years, 
worth $75,000 to $210,000, de¬ 
pending on their length of com¬ 
missioned service. 

Pilots of the F/A-18 Hornet, the 
AV-8 Harrier and the C-130 Her¬ 
cules are eligible for extensions 
between three and six years, 
worth $75,000 to $210,000, de¬ 
pending on their length of com¬ 
missioned service. 

Helicopter pilots who fly the 
AH-1 Cobra, UH-1 Huey and the 
CH-53 Stallion are eligible for 
extensions between three and six 
years, worth $45,000 to $150,000, 
which also depends on the length 
of their commissioned service. 

The bonuses are available only 
to Marines on active duty. To be 
eligible, Marines must be recom¬ 
mended by their commanders 
and they must submit an appli¬ 
cation for the retention bonus by 
April 1, 2020, according to the 
Marine’s forthcoming announce¬ 
ment of the program. 

Marine aviators who accepted 
bonuses in fiscal years 2018 or 

2019 might be eligible for the 
newest bonus if they apply for the 

2020 program prior to the two- 
year anniversary of signing their 
contract or April 1, 2020, which¬ 
ever date comes sooner. However, 
aviators who accepted a lump sum 
payment are not eligible, accord¬ 
ing to the announcement. 

“Marines usually stay in uni¬ 
form because they enjoy being 
a Marine and serving with their 
fellow [Marines],” Rocco said. 
“I hope our aviators see this ex¬ 
panded bonus program as a genu¬ 
ine effort to keep their talent and 
leadership in the squadrons to 
continue flying and mentor the 
next generation of aircrews.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Moon expresses confidence in Trump-Kim meeting 


By Kim Gamel 
and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
impromptu border summit be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un amounted to a de facto 
end of hostilities, South Korea’s 
president said Tuesday, seeking 
to counter skepticism that the 
highly symbolic meeting lacked 
substance. 

President Moon Jae-in, who 
traveled to the truce village of 
Panmunjom with Trump on Sun¬ 
day, also expressed confidence 
the meeting would lay the foun¬ 
dation for renewed negotiations 


aimed at persuading the North to 
abandon its nuclear weapons. 

He acknowledged that no docu¬ 
ment was signed but said Trump 
and Kim had declared the “be¬ 
ginning of the end of hostile rela¬ 
tions and a new era of peace by 
their actions.” 

The image of Trump stepping 
across the concrete berm that 
delineates the Military Demarca¬ 
tion Line between the iconic blue 
buildings at the Joint Security 
Area was historic. He is the first 
sitting U.S. president to step onto 
North Korean territory. 

Kim and Trump agreed to re¬ 
sume nuclear talks, which stalled 
after the leaders failed to reach 


agreement on sanctions relief 
and other issues during their sec¬ 
ond summit in Vietnam in late 
February. But the sides gave no 
indication about how they may 
overcome the gaps. 

Satellite images suggest the 
North’s nuclear and missile pro¬ 
grams remain intact. 

The Trump administration said 
another round of working-level 
talks led by the main U.S. envoy 
to the North, Stephen Biegun, 
would likely begin this month. 

“It was great being with Chair¬ 
man Kim Jong Un of North Korea 
this weekend. We had a great 
meeting, he looked really well and 
very healthy — I look forward to 


seeing him again soon,” Trump 
wrote in a series of tweets on 
Monday. “In the meantime, our 
teams will be meeting to work on 
some solutions to very long term 
and persistent problems. No rush, 
but I am sure we will ultimately 
get there!” 

Moon, the son of North Korean 
refugees who has vowed never to 
allow another war on the divided 
peninsula, also shook hands and 
chatted with Kim on Sunday, al¬ 
though he did not attend the sub¬ 
sequent summit that lasted about 
50 minutes. 

He said he told Trump during 
their tour of the Demilitarized 
Zone that half of South Korea’s 
population of more than 50 mil¬ 


lion and more than 100,000 
Americans live in the Seoul area, 
which is just 35 miles south of the 
border. 

“The consistent use of imagina¬ 
tion will be needed in order to re¬ 
solve a truly tough historical task 
— the complete denuclearization 
and a lasting peace settlement 
on the Korean Peninsula,” Moon 
said during a Cabinet meeting. 

The United States and South 
Korea have been allies since the 
1950-53 Korean War ended in an 
armistice instead of a peace trea¬ 
ty. Some 28,500 American troops 
are stationed in the South. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


Cindy McCain honors late 
husband aboard destroyer 



Photos by Theron GoDBOLD/Stars and Stripes 


Cindy McCain, left, and her sons, Lt. Jack McCain, second from left, and Jimmy 
McCain, fourth from left, attend the 25th anniversary of the commissioning of the USS 
John S. McCain and a change of command ceremony Tuesday. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— A change of command ceremony here 
Tuesday for the USS John S. McCain was 
“bittersweet” for the widow of one of the 
destroyer’s three namesakes. 

It was Cindy McCain’s first visit to the 
warship that bears her late husband’s 
name since the Arizona senator’s death 
Aug. 25 at age 81. 

It was also the first time she has been 
aboard since the Navy added him as a 
namesake. The others are his father and 
grandfather, also named John S. McCain, 
who were both admirals. 

The Navy added U.S. Sen. John S. Mc¬ 
Cain to the list as he lay dying of brain 
cancer. 

“For all the wonderful tributes to John 
that poured in before and after his pass¬ 
ing — all of which his family appreciates 
beyond description — the one that touched 
us the most, and perhaps meant the most 
to him, was the Navy’s decision the month 
before he died to add his name to the ship’s 
namesake,” McCain said. 

Tuesday’s visit was also the first by 
members of the McCain family since the 
destroyer collided with the Alnic MC, a 
commercial tanker, near Singapore on 
Aug. 21, 2017. 

Confusion among watch-standers that 
night led to a loss of steering control, and 
the ship crossed in front of the tanker. The 
Alnic slammed into a berthing area on the 
McCain’s port side, taking 10 sailors’ lives. 
It was the second of two fatal collisions in¬ 
volving 7th Fleet vessels that summer. 

A new commander 

McCain was accompanied Tuesday 
by her sons, Jimmy and Navy Lt. Jack 
McCain. 

They sat in the front row as Cmdr. Micah 
Murphy relinquished command of the USS 
McCain to Cmdr. Ryan Easterday, former¬ 
ly the ship’s executive officer. 

Murphy’s next assignment will be at 
Afloat Training Group Western Pacific. 
During the ceremony, he was awarded a 
meritorious service medal for his efforts in 
returning the USS McCain “to a full mis¬ 
sion-capable warship.” 

Both men came aboard the destroyer 
in December 2017 when it returned to Yo¬ 
kosuka after the collision. They spent the 


next two years overseeing repairs and res¬ 
toration of the ship, which suffered more 
than $200 million in damage. 

Easterday said Murphy’s “unique skills, 
creativity and energy carried this ship 
and her crew through some very difficult 
times.” 

“Almost two years ago, we had a great 
task laid before us,” he said, addressing 
the crew. “Thanks to your efforts, we have 
made more progress in bringing this ship 
back to life than anyone could have hoped 
or expected.” 

Three former USS McCain command¬ 
ing officers also attended the ceremony 
Tuesday. 

In her address, McCain recalled that 
her late husband’s last public speech was 
at the Pentagon ceremony for the 10 fallen 
sailors. 

“One of my most poignant memories of 
him is overhearing him as he sat at our 
kitchen table, days after receiving his ter¬ 
minal cancer diagnosis, calling each of 
their families and offering his condolenc¬ 
es,” she said while choking back tears. 

The ship spent 11 months in drydock at 
Yokosuka undergoing repairs before it was 
moved to the base pier in November. The 
Navy has not announced when the destroy¬ 
er will return to sea, but in his address 
Tuesday, Murphy said he would cheer on 
the USS McCain and its crew from the pier 
as they “finally get underway this fall.” 

The change in commanders follows the 
Memorial Day visit by President Donald 
Trump to the USS Wasp, an amphibious 
assault ship that was visiting Yokosuka. 

The president’s disdain for John McCain 
— a fellow Republican and prisoner of war 
in Vietnam for 5V2 years — is well-known. 
Controversy accompanied the president’s 
visit when White House staff asked that 
the USS McCain, docked within view of 
the USS Wasp, be moved or its name cov¬ 
ered up during the president’s visit. 

The ship’s name on the stern was pho¬ 
tographed covered by a tarp May 24, but 
the Navy removed the covering before 
Trump’s arrival and the ship remained in 
view, according to The Washington Post. 
The president said he did not know of the 
request to hide the USS McCain. 

“I was not a big fan of John McCain in 
any shape or form,” Trump said, according 
to The Washington Post. “Now, somebody 
did it because they thought I didn’t like 
him, OK? And they were well-meaning.” 



Sailors stationed at Yokosuka Naval Base 
aboard the McCain attend the ceremony. 


No one spoke of the incident at the cer¬ 
emony Tuesday. Cindy McCain was not 
available for an interview afterward. 

‘The world I know best’ 

As the ceremony ended, sailors presented 
McCain with the commissioning pennant 
that flew from the USS McCain when it en¬ 
tered active service. As the ship’s sponsor, 
she broke a bottle of sparkling wine across 
the McCain’s bow at its commissioning 25 
years ago Tuesday. 

The ship was originally named for Sen. 
McCain’s father, John S. “Jack” McCain Jr., 
commander-in-chief of U.S. Pacific Com¬ 
mand in the Vietnam War era, and grand¬ 


father, John S. “Slew” McCain, a World 
War II carrier task force commander. 

McCain and her sons at the ceremony 
unveiled a portrait of her late husband 
that will hang next to those of his father 
and grandfather in the ship’s wardroom. 
McCain, a Navy pilot during the Vietnam 
War, is depicted as a young officer in dress 
uniform years before he took to politics. 

“Please know that this portrait that we 
will shortly unveil of a young naval avia¬ 
tor, the son and grandson of admirals who 
became a lifelong servant to the country he 
loves, hangs in a place where it belongs — a 
place he always wanted it to be,” she said, 
fighting back tears. 

McCain said her late husband revered 
the Navy as “the world I know best and I 
know most,” though he spent more years 
in office than in uniform. She added that 
the late senator “was grateful to the end for 
the life he was able to lead in service to his 
country at war and at peace.” 

She then quoted from his 1993 com¬ 
mencement address at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, where he was buried last fall: 
“I will go to my grave in gratitude to my 
creator for allowing me to stand witness to 
such courage and honor. 

“And so, he did,” she said. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
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Patrick Semansky/AP 


Military vehicles sit in a railyard in Washington on Monday ahead of a Fourth of July celebration that President Donald Trump says will include military hardware. 


Tanks planned for July Fourth celebration 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump isn’t taking “no 
tanks” for an answer on the 
Fourth of July. 

He said Monday that a display 
of U.S. military tanks will be part 
of a special event he’s headlin¬ 
ing July 4 in Washington, and an 
Associated Press photographer 
saw at least two M1A1 Abrams 
tanks and two Bradley Fighting 
Vehicles on flatcars in a rail- 
yard at the southeastern edge of 
Washington. 

Military police were guarding 
the vehicles, which were visible to 
passers-by on nearby paths. 

A U.S. official told the AP that 
the military vehicles to be used in 
the July 4 event were being stored 
at the railyard. 

Trump had wanted a military 
parade of tanks and other equip¬ 
ment in the District of Columbia 
after he witnessed a similar pa¬ 
rade on Bastille Day in Paris in 
2017. 

That plan eventually was 
scuttled, partly because of cost, 
though Trump apparently held 
on to the idea. 

Local officials also had ob¬ 


jected because of the damage the 
heavy armored tanks could do to 
city streets. 

“We’re going to have some 
tanks stationed outside,” Trump 
said Monday from the Oval Of¬ 
fice, appearing to acknowledge 
local officials’ earlier concerns. 

He offered no specifics on 
where the vehicles would be 
located. 

“You’ve got to be pretty careful 
with the tanks because the roads 
have a tendency not to like to 
carry heavy tanks,” he said. “So 
we have to put them in certain 
areas, but we have the brand new 
Sherman tanks and we have the 
brand new Abrams tanks.” 

Sherman tanks were the tank 
most widely used by the U.S. dur¬ 
ing World War II, but they have 
been out of service for decades. 
The M1A1 Abrams tank is cur¬ 
rently the main U.S. battle tank. 

Two M1A1 Abrams tanks 
and two Bradley Fighting Ve¬ 
hicles will be on display as part 
of Trump’s “Salute to America” 
event, according to a U.S. official 
who spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because details of the ex¬ 
hibits have not been made public. 

The Abrams tanks weigh more 
than 60 tons apiece and were been 


shipped on railroad freight cars, 
from Fort Stewart, Ga., the near¬ 
est Army base that has them. The 
White House declined to release 
more specific information. 

Trump recalled his visit earlier 
this year to a plant in Lima, Ohio, 
where M1A1 Abrams tanks are 
refurbished. The plant had been 
at risk for closure but remained 
online due to Trump’s invest¬ 
ments in defense spending. 

“We have some incredible 
equipment, military equipment 
on display — brand new,” Trump 
said. “And we’re very proud of it. 

“You know we’re making a lot of 
new tanks right now. We’re build¬ 
ing a lot of new tanks in Lima, 
Ohio — our great tank factory 
that people wanted to close down 
until I got elected and I stopped it 
from being closed down, and now 
it’s a very productive facility.” 

Thursday’s events are also ex¬ 
pected to include a military dem¬ 
onstration by the U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels and other aircraft. 

“We’re going to have a great 
Fourth of July in Washington, 
D.C. It’ll be like no other,” Trump 
said. “It’ll be special and I hope a 
lot of people come. And it’s going 
to be about this country and it’s a 
salute to America. 


“I’m going to say a few words 
and we’re going to have planes 
going overhead, the best fighter 
jets in the world and other planes 
too,” he said. 

Trump plans to deliver a speech 
at the Lincoln Memorial during 
his “Salute to America,” which 
has been added to the regular 
schedule of Independence Day 
events in the nation’s capital. The 
annual fireworks display will go 
off closer to the Lincoln Memo¬ 
rial instead of the Washington 
Monument, as has been the long¬ 
standing tradition. 

The event is open to the public 
and free of charge, but a ticket- 
only area in front of the memorial 
is being set aside for VIPs, includ¬ 
ing members of Trump’s family, 
friends and members of the mili¬ 
tary, the White House said. 

Last year, Trump and his wife, 
first lady Melania Trump, host¬ 
ed servicemembers and their 
families at a picnic on the White 
House lawn and the president ad¬ 
dressed guests from the balcony. 
No similar event is being planned 
this year. 

Federal lawmakers, local offi¬ 
cials and others have voiced con¬ 
cerns that Trump could alter the 
tone of what traditionally is a non¬ 


Fort Hood dedicates room at airfield to the ‘Hug Lady’ 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT HOOD, Texas — The story of Fort 
Hood’s “Hug Lady” will live on through a 
plaque at the base’s Robert Gray Army Air¬ 
field commemorating her dedication to sol¬ 
diers. Elizabeth Laird, commonly referred to 
by soldiers at the base as the Hug Lady, at¬ 
tended every flight in and out of the central 
Texas base for 12 years just to hug them. 

Lt. Gen. Robert P. White, Fort Hood’s com¬ 
mander, along with Laird’s family, unveiled 
a plaque Monday at a ceremony naming the 
room where Laird delivered hugs to roughly 


500,000 soldiers in her honor. 

The plaque hangs outside the entrance of 
the room where troops gather before flights. 
It features a photograph of Laird and reads, 
“Forever remembered for a priceless gift that 
was invaluable to the Fort Hood community.” 

Laird, an Air Force veteran, died from can¬ 
cer in 2015. 

Though her two children in attendance said 
she would not have wanted such a fuss made 
about her, they were happy to see their mother 
remembered. 

“She was a lady who had a heart of gold,” 
said Susan Dewees-Taylor, Laird’s daughter. 
“She told me once she would look into the 


eyes of each soldier and see the love of their 
country.” 

Also in attendance was Sgt. Christopher 
Peckham, a Chinook helicopter mechanic at 
Hunter Army Airfield in Georgia. Unaware of 
this pending honor for Laird, he created a pe¬ 
tition last month asking Fort Hood to rename 
the terminal at the airfield in Laird’s honor. 
His petition received more than 88,0000 
signatures. 

The terminal is already named in honor of 
Staff Sgt. George Larkin, who participated in 
the Doolittle Raid during World War II. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


partisan celebration of America’s 
independence from the British 
by delivering a political speech. 
Trump formally announced his 
bid for reelection in June. 

Interior Secretary David Bern¬ 
hardt, who oversees the National 
Mall and has helped orchestrate 
the president’s vision, and other 
officials have said Trump’s re¬ 
marks will be patriotic. 
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Trump hints at quicker exit from Afghanistan 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Afghan soldiers take photos Tuesday of the aftermath of Monday’s attack by the Taliban in Kabul, Afghanistan. While the Taliban plans for an 
upcoming peace summit, President Donald Trump hinted at an accelerated time frame for pulling U.S. troops out of Afghanistan. 


By Kathy Gannon 
and Amir Shah 

Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — A surprise 
announcement by President Don¬ 
ald Trump seemed to accelerate 
the expected time frame for U.S. 
troop withdrawal from Afghani¬ 
stan ahead of the all-Afghan 
peace summit planned for July 7- 
8 in the Middle Eastern nation of 
Qatar — a gathering that will ap¬ 
parently be held on Taliban terms 
as there will be no official Afghan 
government representation. 

On Monday, Trump told Fox 
News Channel’s Tucker Carlson 
that nearly half of all American 
troops have already been pulled 
out. 

That pullout was expected to be 
announced as part of a time frame 
being negotiated by Washington’s 
peace envoy, Zalmay Khalilzad, 
who is in the middle of talks with 
the Taliban in Qatar. 

“I’ve wanted to pull them out,” 
Trump said, according to the 
transcript of the Carlson inter¬ 
view shared with The Associated 
Press. 

“And, you know, I have pulled a 
lot out. We were at 16,000. We’re 
down to about 9,000, which a lot of 
people don’t know. 

“So, we’ve reduced the force 
very substantially in Afghani¬ 
stan, which I don’t talk about very 
much, and that’s OK,” Trump 
added. 

The Taliban’s spokesman in 
Doha, Suhail Shaheen, told the 
AP earlier that talks with Khalil¬ 
zad are focused on a timetable 
for withdrawal of U.S. and NATO 
troops from Afghanistan. 

In a tweet on Monday, Sha¬ 
heen said talks would come with 
an announcement of a timetable 
for withdrawal of the estimated 
20,000 service personnel, nearly 
14,000 of whom are Americans. 

Trump’s comments to Fox 
would seem to contradict a state¬ 
ment made by U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo during a visit 
to Kabul on June 25. 


Then, Pompeo said Washington 
had made no decision on a time 
frame for withdrawal. 

“And while we’ve made clear to 
the Taliban that we’re prepared 
to remove our forces, I want to be 
clear. We’ve not yet agreed on a 
timeline to do so,” Pompeo said. 

During the same Fox interview, 
Trump also said he wanted to 
leave a strongintelligence-gather- 
ing force behind in Afghanistan. 

“I’ll tell you, the problem is, 
look, I would like to just get out. 
The problem is, it (Afghanistan) 
just seems to be a lab for terror¬ 
ists. It seems — I call it the Har¬ 
vard of terrorists. ... But I would 
leave very strong intelligence 
there,” he said, according to the 


transcript. 

Meanwhile, on the upcoming 
all-Afghan dialogue, Germany’s 
special representative, Ambassa¬ 
dor Markus Potzel, in a Tuesday 
statement said those attending 
“will participate only in their per¬ 
sonal capacity and on an equal 
footing.” 

The Taliban have flatly refused 
to meet with Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani’s government — 
which they consider a U.S. puppet 
— while repeatedly offering talks 
with anyone who comes to the 
table as an ordinary Afghan. 

The Taliban have already twice 
met with prominent Afghans, in¬ 
cluding former President Hamid 
Karzai and even members of the 
government’s peace council, as 


well as opposition politicians. 
Those meetings have been held 
in Moscow. 

The announced talks come just 
a day after the Taliban claimed 
responsibility for a devastating 
attack in the Afghan capital of 
Kabul that killed at least six peo¬ 
ple and wounded more than 100 
others, many of them children at¬ 
tending two schools in the area, 
according to the Education Min¬ 
istry in Kabul. 

Monday’s attack occurred at 
the height of morning rush hour. 
It began with a powerful car 
bomb and lasted nearly 10 hours 
as five gunmen holed up in a high- 
rise building fired into a nearby 
Defense Ministry building, which 
the militants said was the target 


of the attack. 

Police eventually killed all five 
attackers. 

Hafiz Khan, who operates a car 
battery workshop near the site 
of the downtown explosion, was 
waiting Tuesday along with doz¬ 
ens of other shopkeepers for po¬ 
lice permission to enter the area, 
which was still cordoned off by 
Afghan security personnel. 

“Immediately after the blast, 
all I could see was dark black 
smoke everywhere. For minutes, 
I wasn’t sure where I was,” said 
Khan, looking into Kabul’s dev¬ 
astated market area. “It was the 
most dangerous moment of my 
life.” 


VA delays decision to add diseases to Agent Orange list 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Department of 
Veterans Affairs missed a self-imposed 
deadline at the end of June to decide wheth¬ 
er to add conditions to the list of diseases 
presumed to be caused by Agent Orange 
exposure. 

Researchers with the National Acad¬ 
emy of Medicine released a report in No¬ 
vember stating there was “suggestive” 
evidence that eight diseases — prostate 
cancer, bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, 
stroke, early-onset peripheral neuropathy, 
AL amyloidosis, ischemic heart disease 
and Parkinson-like syndromes — could be 
caused by Agent Orange, a chemical her¬ 
bicide used during the Vietnam War. They 
also found “sufficient” evidence linking the 
tactical herbicide to hypertension. 

Under questioning at a Senate hearing 
in March, Richard Stone, the executive in 
charge of the Veterans Health Administra¬ 


tion, vowed to review the report and decide 
this summer whether to add to the list of 
presumptive conditions. The list currently 
covers 14 diseases and gives veterans who 
suffer from them a fast track to disability 
compensation. 

“We’re working our way through that 
right now, and it would be my hope that 
within the next 90 days, we’ll have some 
decisions made,” Stone said March 26. 

More than three months later, the VA 
hasn’t made any decisions. 

“VA has no announcements on Agent Or¬ 
ange presumptive conditions at this time,” 
a VA spokeswoman said Monday. 

Army veteran Jerry Foreman of Mon¬ 
trose, Ark., heard Stone’s promise this 
spring and has been waiting for the VA’s 
decision. 

Foreman, 72, served in Vietnam with the 
5th Special Forces Group and retired from 
the Army as a captain after 21 years. In the 
last several years, he’s developed hyperten¬ 
sion and Parkinson-like tremors. 


He has a VA disability rating of 20 per¬ 
cent for tinnitus and diabetes, and gets 
about $280 in benefits each month. If hy¬ 
pertension and Parkinson-like syndromes 
were added to the presumptive list, he 
guesses he would receive a “significant” 
increase. 

“The National Academy — they’ve rec¬ 
ommended that all these be put forward, 
but it just doesn’t seem to be working,” 
Foreman said. “We’re on hold ... it really 
makes you kind of angry. We need some 
kind of accountability in the VA.” 

Foreman, as well as other veterans and 
families, has been tracking the slow prog¬ 
ress on these conditions. 

In 2017, former VA Secretary David 
Shulkin recommended to the Office of 
Management and Budget that several of 
the conditions be added to the presumptive 
list. The recommendation didn’t make it 
any further. 

“They’re going to say it costs too much 
money,” said Rick Weidman, president of 


Vietnam Veterans of America. “Well, you 
should’ve thought about that before you put 
poisons on people.” 

Martha Edgin, the wife of a Vietnam vet¬ 
eran with bladder cancer, has spent years 
researching and applying to the VA. Based 
in Norman, Okla., Edgin has repeatedly 
contacted the VA and the Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget, in addition to her con¬ 
gressional delegation and anyone else she 
believes might know something about when 
— or whether — bladder cancer would get 
approved for the list. 

“The saying that so many veterans be¬ 
lieve is, ‘Deny, deny until they die,”’ Edgin 
said. “In my opinion, Secretary [Robert] 
Wilkie needs to step up to the plate and 
say, ‘Enough,’ as should President [Donald] 
Trump. Immediately addressing this issue 
would go a long way in restoring a little 
faith in the system.” 

Wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Parachuting drill 
drops Ramstein 
airmen at home 



Michael ABRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


Family, friends and fellow airmen watch members of Ramstein’s 
435th Contingency Response Group parachute onto the base in 
Germany after jumping from a C-130J Hercules on Tuesday. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — Three dozen Air Force 
paratroopers dropped from a 
clear blue sky Tuesday onto this 
base’s busy airfield, getting a rare 
chance to practice their parachut¬ 
ing skills close to home. 

The conditions were near per¬ 
fect, said Staff Sgt. Charles Val- 
carcel, a jump master with the 
435th Security Forces Squadron. 

Winds were minimal as the 36 
airmen plunged from a Ramstein- 
based C-130 transport as it made 
two passes over the airfield. 

Though it was jump No. 49 for 
Valcarcel, he said he still gets 
butterflies. 

“It’s exhilarating being up in 
the air,” he said. “Seeing the ramp 
open, seeing all the little German 
villages around. It’s an unbeliev¬ 
able view.” 

The jump may have been 
equally exciting for onlookers as¬ 
sembled at a staging area. 

“They’re going down,” one lit¬ 
tle boy said, giggling as the para¬ 
chutists landed on the grass. 

Many of the airmen partici¬ 
pating were with the 435th Con¬ 
tingency Response Group. One 
of their chief duties is to rapidly 
establish an airfield at a deployed 
location if called on to do so by 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The new study examined the 
sex ratio of 7,087 infants born 
from 2001 to 2015 to the part¬ 
ners of sailors assigned to nucle¬ 
ar-powered attack submarines, 
ballistic missile submarines or 
cruise missile submarines. Sub¬ 
mariner fathers were predomi¬ 
nantly white or Hispanic, with 
the most common jobs being ma¬ 
chinist’s mate, electronics techni¬ 
cian, electrician’s mate and sonar 
technician. 

The study found that 51.2% of 
the babies were boys and 48.8% 
were girls, the same as in the 
larger U.S. population and also 
closely aligned with ratios in off¬ 
spring of all military men. 

“The results of this large, re- 
cord-based study suggest that the 
offspring sex ratio of male active 
duty U.S. submariners is normal,” 
the study concluded. 

The results also suggested that 
“submariners are not likely ex¬ 
posed to reproductive hazards in 
the workplace that alter offspring 
sex ratio ... and current safety 
measures sufficiently protect 
the submariner force from such 


Forces Africa. That can entail 
leaping into remote areas, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Airmen with the 435th Secu¬ 
rity Forces Squadron earlier this 
year deployed to Mozambique, 
in southeast Africa, to assist 
with humanitarian relief efforts 
after Cyclone Idai, said Maj. P. 
Doug Dinkins, the squadron’s 
commander. 

The airmen also may have to 
drop in on an existing airfield, so 
the jump onto Ramstein provided 
realistic training, he said. 

Because Ramstein’s runways 
are usually busy with aircraft 
movements, they’re not often 
used by paratroopers. The last 
time was about two years ago, 
Dinkins said. The airmen typi¬ 
cally use other training sites in 
Germany and France. 

Though the drop was planned 
several weeks out and the 86th 
Airlift Wing and 86th Operations 
Support Squadron worked to clear 
a window for the drop, a German 
medical evacuation helicopter 
unexpectedly sought clearance to 
fly near the airfield in the midst of 
the jump on Tuesday. That forced 
the C-130 to remain in a holding 
pattern after the first pass until 
the runway was clear again. 

As a result, a third pass wasn’t 
possible and several airmen didn’t 
get to jump, Dinkins said. 


harmful exposures.” 

But the authors also noted 
that their conclusion conflicted 
with other studies, including one 
published in January in Military 
Medicine. 

That study, based on 3,315 re¬ 
sponses to an electronic survey 
emailed to submariners, found 
that the submariners surveyed 
did father more daughters. That 


Dinkins jumped with the first 
group. He admitted to still feeling 
nervous before taking the plunge 
from about 1,200 feet. 

Those that don’t are “either real 


group’s offspring ratio was 95 
male births for every 100 female 
births, compared with 105 boys 
for every 100 girls in the U.S. 
population. 

The January study was limited 
by its having to inform partici¬ 
pants of the reason for the survey, 
which may have influenced their 
responses, the authors noted, 
wanting perhaps to prove or dis- 


big adrenaline junkies or they 
just like punishing themselves,” 
he said. 

svan.jennifer@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


prove their beliefs. 

“(A) significant portion of the 
participating community endors¬ 
es a belief in the hypothesis of 
higher ratios of female offspring 
related to sea duty,” the study 
said. 

In contrast, the latest study 
accessed the Defense Depart¬ 
ment records of all active-duty 
sailors with submarine-specific 
unit identification codes who had 
children. 

The human sex ratio at birth 
“varies with many variables,” 
according to a 2017 review of the 
established and suspected causes 
of variations in human sex ratio 
at birth. 

More girls being born is as¬ 
sociated with stressful events or 
circumstances during or prior to 
pregnancy — “almost certainly 
mainly caused by maternal- 
stress-induced male fetal loss,” 
according to that study, as well as 
“hormonal variation in either or 
both parents around the time of 
conception.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 


Fire kills 
14 Russian 
sailors on 
submersible 

By Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — A fire on one of 
the Russian navy’s deep-sea sub- 
mersibles killed 14 sailors, the 
Russian Defense Ministry said 
Tuesday without giving the cause 
of the blaze or saying if there 
were survivors. 

The ministry didn’t name the 
vessel that caught fire Monday. 
Russian media reported it was 
Russia’s most secret submarine, a 
nuclear-powered vessel designed 
for sensitive missions at great 
ocean depths. 

The Defense Ministry said in a 
statement that the fire broke out 
while the submersible was mea¬ 
suring sea depths in Russia’s ter¬ 
ritorial waters and the vessel was 
at the Arctic port of Severomorsk, 
the main base of Russia’s North¬ 
ern Fleet, Tuesday. An investiga¬ 
tion is underway, it said. 

The ministry said the fire was 
put out due to the self-sacrifice 
of crewmembers but didn’t say 
what is thought to have started 
it. It didn’t say how many people 
were on board the submersible 
or if there were sailors who sur¬ 
vived the fire. 

The ministry’s statement said 
the submersible is intended for 
studying the seabed but didn’t 
give its name or type. Russia’s 
RBC online news outlet reported 
it was the nuclear-powered AS-12 
Losharik. 

The Losharik, which entered 
service in 2010, is the most ad¬ 
vanced and most obscure Rus¬ 
sian submarine. It’s named after 
a Soviet-era cartoon character, a 
toy horse made of small spheres. 

The name is apparently ex¬ 
plained by the unique design of 
its internal hull, which is made of 
several titanium spheres capable 
of withstanding high pressure at 
great depths. 

In 2012, the Losharik was in¬ 
volved in research intended to 
prove Russia’s claim on the vast 
Arctic seabed. It collected sam¬ 
ples from the depth of 8,202 feet, 
according to official statements 
at the time. Regular submarines 
can typically dive to depths of 
up to 2,000 feet. Some observers 
speculated the Losharik was ca¬ 
pable of going as deep as 19,685 
feet, but the claims couldn’t be 
independently confirmed. 

The Losharik is carried under 
the hull of a mother submarine, 
the nuclear-powered Belgorod. 

Russian news reports said that 
while the Losharik officially be¬ 
longs to the Northern Fleet, it 
answers directly to the Defense 
Ministry’s Department for Deep- 
Sea Research, reflecting the high 
sensitivity of its missions. 

The blaze marks the deadliest 
Russian naval incident since 2008, 
when 20 died when a firefighting 
system was accidentally initiated 
while the Nerpa nuclear-powered 
submarine of Russia’s Pacific 
Fleet was undergoing trials. 



Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


A new study’s findings do not support an earlier study’s conclusion 
that submariners father more girls than do other servicemembers. 


Study: Conclusion conflicts with earlier electronic survey 




















Page 8 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, July 3,2019 


NATION 


Border Patrol head 
condemns agents' 
posts on Facebook 


By Cedar Attanasio 
and Colleen Long 

Associated Press 

CLINT, Texas — The head of 
the U.S. Border Patrol on Mon¬ 
day slammed as “completely in¬ 
appropriate” sexually explicit 
posts about U.S. Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and comments 
questioning the authenticity of a 
photo of a drowned man and his 
young daughter in a secret Face- 
book group for agents. 

The existence of the group was 
reported by ProPublica as roughly 
a dozen members of the Congres¬ 
sional Hispanic Caucus, includ¬ 
ing Democrats Ocasio-Cortez, 
of New York, and Rep. Veronica 
Escobar, of Texas, toured border 
facilities where attorneys said 
they had found migrant children 
living in fetid, filthy conditions. 

Some of the posts were graphic, 
doctored images of Ocasio-Cor¬ 
tez, including one that shows a 
smiling President Donald Trump 
forcing her head toward his 
crotch. 

Other comments refer to 
Ocasio-Cortez and Escobar as 
“hoes,” and one member encour¬ 
aged agents to throw a “burrito at 
these bitches.” 

Ocasio-Cortez said she wasn’t 
surprised by the posts, especially 
after the treatment of migrants 


she said she witnessed at the 
facility. 

“It’s just indicative of the vio¬ 
lent culture that we saw,” she 
said. 

The revelation about the Face- 
book posts only added to the vit¬ 
riolic atmosphere surrounding 
immigration and the treatment 
of tens of thousands of migrants 
who have crossed the border, 
vastly straining the system that 
has been struggling to keep up 
amid Trump’s hard-line rhetoric. 

The Democrats delivered an 
emotional denunciation of what 
they saw inside the border fa¬ 
cilities as protesters shouted that 
they didn’t believe them. 

“When we went into the cell, it 
was clear that the water was not 
running. ... In fact, one of the 
women said that she was told by 
an agent to drink from the toi¬ 
let,” said Rep. Joaquin Castro, a 
Democrat from Texas and twin 
brother of presidential candidate 
Julian Castro. 

The Texas visit came the same 
day as Trump signed a $4.6 bil¬ 
lion emergency aid package 
that Congress passed Friday. 
The Democratic-led House had 
pushed for more restrictions on 
how the money could be used and 
stricter oversight but ultimately 
lost the battle. 

Trump said he hadn’t seen the 



Briana Sanchez, the El Paso (Texas) Times/AP 

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., is escorted back to her vehicle after she spoke at the Border 
Patrol station in Clint, Texas, about what she saw at area border facilities on Monday. 


postings but claimed Border Pa¬ 
trol agents were not happy with 
Congress. 

“So the Border Patrol—they’re 
patriots, they’re great people. 
They love our country. They know 
who’s coming in,” said Trump. 

Lawmakers who toured the fa¬ 
cilities shared their experiences 
widely on social media. Rep. 
Joe Kennedy, of Massachusetts, 
called them “jail-like. No way to 
keep a child or innocent human 
being.” The head of the Congres¬ 
sional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus, California Rep. Judy 
Chu, said, “What we saw was ap¬ 
palling and disgusting.” 

Castro said there would likely 
be a congressional investigation 
into the Facebook posts. 



Cedar Attanasio/AP 


A grandmother protesting the treatment of children in Border Patrol 
custody walks back to her car by a fence at a holding center in Clint. 


Trump signs humanitarian aid package to bolster migrant care 


By Kevin Freking 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump signed a $4.6 billion aid package 
on Monday to help the federal government 
cope with the surge of Central American 
immigrants at the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Many Democratic lawmakers were 
hoping for more. They wanted to provide 
stronger protections for how migrants are 
treated at holding facilities and to make it 
easier for lawmakers to make snap visits. 

Trump signed the bill in the Oval Office, 
flanked by Vice President Mike Pence and 
Health and Human Services Secretary 


Alex Azar. The emergency legislation was 
needed to ease overcrowded, often harsh 
conditions at U.S. holding facilities for mi¬ 
grants seeking asylum, mostly from Cen¬ 
tral American nations like Honduras and 
El Salvador. 

“This is a humane solution to a tremen¬ 
dous problem that starts because of our 
bad immigration laws,” Trump said. 

The White House had threatened to veto 
a House bill on grounds that it would ham¬ 
string border security efforts. Democratic 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was forced to 
accept the Republican-controlled Senate’s 
version of the aid package, frustrating the 


more liberal members of her caucus. 

The bill bolsters care for tens of thou¬ 
sands of arrivals taken into custody month¬ 
ly and sets guidelines for how the Trump 
administration must handle them. 

Trump expressed satisfaction with the 
bill, but made clear he was dissatisfied 
with the state of illegal immigration in the 
United States. He suggested he would con¬ 
tinue with plans for a nationwide immigra¬ 
tion sweep to deport people living in the 
United States illegally, including families. 

Trump delayed the raids about a week 
ago. The move came after Pelosi urged 
Trump to call them off. 


Immigration and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment leaders had also expressed serious 
concerns that officers’ safety would be in 
jeopardy because too many details about 
the raids had been made public. 

“After July 4th, a lot of people are going 
to be brought back out,” Trump threatened. 
“ICE is going to be apprehending them and 
bringing them back.” 

Trump dismissed the conditions that 
most people seeking asylum in the U.S. 
face in their home countries. He said they 
are lodging “frivolous asylum claims.” 

“That’s what they do to gain access into 
the country,” Trump said. 


Calif, puts health care for illegal immigrants in election spotlight 


By Adam Beam 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
California’s governor vowed on 
Monday to continue expanding 
taxpayer-funded health benefits 
to adults living in the country il¬ 
legally next year, ensuring the 
volatile issue will get top billing 
in the 2020 presidential elec¬ 
tion as Democrats vying for the 
nomination woo voters in the 


country’s most populous state. 

Democratic Gov. Gavin New¬ 
som signed a $214.8 billion op¬ 
erating budget last week that 
includes spending to make low- 
income adults 25 and younger 
living in the country illegally 
eligible for the state’s Medicaid 
program. California is the first 
state to do that, with an expected 
cost of $98 million to cover about 
90,000 people 

Democrats in the state Legis¬ 


lature had pushed to also cover 
adults 65 and older living in the 
country illegally, as well as all 
adults regardless of age. But 
Newsom rejected those proposals 
because they were too expensive 
— about $3.4 billion for all adults 
living in the country illegally in 
California. But Monday, New¬ 
som told a crowd of supporters at 
Sacramento City College, “We’re 
going to get the rest of that done. 

“Mark my words,” Newsom 


said. “We’re going to make prog¬ 
ress next year and the year after 
on that. That’s what universal 
health care means. Everybody, 
not just some folks.” 

If Newsom follows through, it 
will ensure California’s Legisla¬ 
ture will be debating the issue at 
about the same time California 
voters are voting for a Democrat¬ 
ic presidential nominee. 

The state has an outsized role 
in the selection process this year 


because its primary is scheduled 
for March 3. 

Republicans seemed to wel¬ 
come the debate. Speaking to 
reporters on Monday, President 
Donald Trump said California 
doesn’t “treat their people as well 
as they treat illegal immigrants.” 

“At what point does it stop? It’s 
crazy what they are doing,” he 
said. “And it’s mean. And it’s very 
unfair to our citizens, and we’re 
going to stop it.” 
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Poll: Trump not boosted by strong economy 



Carrie Antlfinger/AP 


Ryan Brueggemann, who runs a dairy farm with his brother in New Berlin, Wis., supports President 
Donald Trump but dislikes the tariffs Trump has imposed. A new poll found that the president is getting 
mixed reviews for his handling of the economy despite a period of economic growth. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The solid 
economy is doing little to bolster 
support for President Donald 
Trump. 

Americans give Trump mixed 
reviews for his economic steward¬ 
ship despite the growth achieved 
during this presidency, according 
to a new survey by The Associat¬ 
ed Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. 

Nearly two-thirds describe as 
“good” an economy that appears 
to have set a record for the longest 
expansion in U.S. history, with 
decadelong growth that began 
under Barack Obama. More peo¬ 
ple consider the economy to be 
good today than did at the start of 
the year. 

But significantly fewer approve 
of Trump’s handling of the econ¬ 
omy, even as it remains a relative 
strength compared with other is¬ 
sues. The survey indicates that 
most Americans do not believe 
they’re personally benefiting 
from his trade policies. And only 
17% said they received a tax cut, 
despite government and private- 
sector figures showing that a 
clear majority of taxpayers owed 
less after the president’s tax over¬ 
haul passed in 2017. 

Those doubts create a possible 
vulnerability as Trump highlights 
the economy’s solid performance 
in his campaign for reelection in 
2020. During debates last week, 
almost every Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidate found ways to 
criticize the president by decry¬ 
ing the wealth gap. 

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren said it was evidence of 
“corruption.” Vermont Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders railed against the con¬ 
centration of wealth in the three 


Trump campaign 
touts $105M raised 

WASHINGTON — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s re- 
election campaign says it 
raised $105 million dur¬ 
ing the second fundraising 
quarter. 

The campaign said Tues¬ 
day it has a whopping $100 
million in cash on hand. 

Campaign manager Brad 
Parscale said the total is 
“a testament to the over¬ 
whelming support” for 
Trump, who formally an¬ 
nounced for reelection in 
June. Parscale said none 
of the Democrats who are 
competing for the right to 
challenge Trump in 2020 
can match the president’s 
fundraising prowess or 
the level of enthusiasm for 
him. 

The money was raised 
by the Trump campaign, 
Trump’s joint fundraising 
entities and the Republican 
National Committee. 

From The Associated Press 


richest Americans, while former 
Vice President Joe Biden said 
Trump thinks Wall Street, not the 
middle class, built America. 

Nearly half of Americans, 47%, 
approve of Trump’s handling of 
the economy, but his overall ap¬ 
proval rating — 38% — is low 
compared with what past presi¬ 
dents have enjoyed in strong 
economic conditions. Only about 
4 in 10 Americans approve of 
his handling of taxes and trade 


negotiations. 

The public skepticism has per¬ 
sisted even as the president rou¬ 
tinely congratulates himself on 
the economy, including the 3.6% 
unemployment rate and stock 
market gains. 

He tweeted last week: “The 
Stock Market went up massively 
from the day after I won the Elec¬ 
tion, all the way up to the day 
that I took office, because of the 
enthusiasm for the fact that I was 
going to be President. That big 
Stock Market increase must be 


credited to me.” 

Trump has imposed a tax on 
roughly $250 billion worth of Chi¬ 
nese imports, part of an effort to 
force the world’s second-largest 
economy to trade on more favor¬ 
able terms with the United States. 
China retaliated with their own 
tariffs that hit the U.S. agricul¬ 
tural sector, causing the Trump 
administration to provide aid to 
farmers with lost profits. 

Ryan Brueggemann, 37, of New 
Berlin, Wis., runs a dairy farm 
with his brother. He supports 


Trump but dislikes the tariffs, 
though he understands why the 
president has deployed them. 

“I don’t believe it’s a great 
business practice to use them,” 
Brueggemann said. “But it came 
down to the point where our 
country is being taken advantage 
of unfairly and that the only way 
other nations were going to listen 
to what we wanted to renegotiate 
and even get them to the table to 
think about it was to get their at¬ 
tention by putting some tariffs on 
products.” 



WlLFREDO Lee/AP 


Sen. Cory Booker, D-N J., shown taking a selfie after a debate 
Thursday in Miami, has unveiled an immigration plan that is one of 
the most detailed among those of Democratic presidential hopefuls. 


Booker unveils immigration plan 
relying solely on executive orders 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Cory Book¬ 
er has rolled out an immigration 
agenda composed of changes he 
could make without relying on 
Congress, including a shift away 
from criminal prosecution of bor¬ 
der crossings and a new mandate 
for migrant detention facilities to 
meet minimum standards. 

Booker’s immigration plan, un¬ 
veiled Tuesday, is one of the most 
detailed among those offered by 


Democratic White House hope¬ 
fuls. His proposal sets a different 
tone from former Texas Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke’s immigration agenda 
by focusing entirely on execu¬ 
tive orders that a future president 
could pursue without relying on 
a legislative deal that has proved 
elusive in recent years. 

For instance, if elected, Booker 
would use his presidential pow¬ 
ers to orient the Department of 
Homeland Security away from 
raids that target migrants at loca¬ 


tions such as schools or churches 
while adding courthouses to that 
list, according to a summary re¬ 
leased by the New Jersey sena¬ 
tor’s campaign. 

Booker also vows to end Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s ban on 
travel to the U.S. by residents of 
certain majority-Muslim nations, 
the Trump administration’s use 
of quotas in immigration courts 
and multiple other policy changes 
that Trump has used to reshape 
the nation’s immigration policy. 
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Recorder found in 
Texas plane crash; 
some victims ID’d 



Shaban Athuman, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


National Transportation Safety Board and FBI investigators inspect a hangar Monday at Addison 
Municipal Airport in Addison, Texas, where a twin-engine plane crashed, killing all 10 people on board. 
The plane’s cockpit voice recorder is being analyzed for clues in the crash. 


By Jake Bleiberg 
and Jamie Stengle 

Associated Press 

DALLAS — Federal investiga¬ 
tors said Monday that they have 
started analyzing the cockpit 
voice recorder from a small plane 
that struck a hangar after taking 
off from a suburban Dallas air¬ 
port, and local officials have re¬ 
leased the names of six of the 10 
people killed in the fiery crash. 

Two crew members and eight 
passengers died when the Beech- 
craft BE-350 King Air crashed 
into the unoccupied building Sun¬ 
day morning at Addison Munici¬ 
pal Airport, north of Dallas. 

Clay Jenkins, the top Dallas 
County official who presides over 
the Board of Commissioners, said 
Monday evening that the medi¬ 
cal examiner’s office confirmed 
Brian Mark Ellard, 52; Stephen 
Lee Thelen, 58; Matthew Palmer, 
28; Alice Maritato, 15; and Dylan 
Maritato, 13, were among those 


killed. Jenkins said in a tweeted 
statement that the names of the 
other victims would be released 
after officials identified their 
remains and informed their 
families. 

Meanwhile, the Catholic Dio¬ 
cese of Dallas identified a sixth 
victim as Ornella Ellard. The 
diocese said the woman was the 
mother of Alice and Dylan Mari¬ 
tato, and that the teens attended 
area Roman Catholic schools. It 
said Brian Ellard was the teens’ 
stepfather. 

The plane was scheduled to fly 
to St. Petersburg, Fla. Witnesses 
and local authorities said the air¬ 
craft struggled to gain altitude, 
then veered into the hangar not 
far from a busy commercial strip 
and densely populated residential 
neighborhoods. 

National Transportation Safe¬ 
ty Board officials said at a news 
conference Monday afternoon 
that the cockpit voice recorder 
was being analyzed at the board’s 


laboratory in Washington. Com¬ 
ments between pilots and back¬ 
ground noise from recorders 
sometimes helps investigators 
understand what went wrong. 

The private plane was not re¬ 
quired to have a flight data re¬ 
corder, a device that tracks the 
performance of virtually every 
system on board. 

The fire was so intense that 
investigators know only that the 


landing wheels were still in their 
down position when the plane 
struck the hangar. The rest of the 
craft was destroyed. 

Without a flight data recorder 
and with little of the plane re¬ 
maining, NTSB investigators will 
rely on physical evidence at the 
crash site, videos, radar informa¬ 
tion and witness accounts to de¬ 
termine the cause of the crash. 

“NTSB has been doing accident 


analysis for a very long time, and 
usually we can get pretty close,” 
said board Vice Chairman Bruce 
Landsberg. 

Todd DeSimone, the general 
manager of Chicago-based jet 
charter company Planemasters, 
said Monday that he sold the 
plane to a company based in Ad¬ 
dison called EE Operations. 

No one has responded to a mes¬ 
sage left at a phone number asso¬ 
ciated with EE Operations. 


Video shows senator’s 
surprised reaction 
after his DWI arrest 


By Mary Hudetz 

Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — A 
New Mexico state senator ex¬ 
pressed surprise when he learned 
he was being arrested on a drunk¬ 
en driving charge, slurring his 
speech as he lay in an emergency 
room and saying to an officer, 
“Are you serious? Jesus Christ.” 

The comments from Sen. 
Richard Martinez, D-Espanola, 
appeared in police lapel video 
released Monday. Police said he 
crashed his Mercedes SUV on 
Friday night into the back of a 
vehicle that had two people inside 
and was stopped at a red light in 
Espanola, north of Santa Fe. 

The video showed Martinez’s 
vehicle smashed in the front, 
while the Jeep he hit sustained 
less damage. The driver of the 
other vehicle held his neck and 
told police he was going to throw 
up, officers said. 

He and the woman in the Jeep 
were taken to the hospital, police 
said. 

“This could have been a lot 
worse,” Officer Dustin Chavez 
told Martinez in the video. 

Martinez did not respond to As¬ 
sociated Press calls requesting 
comment. He was released from 
the hospital the night he was ar¬ 
rested and booked in the Espa¬ 


nola jail, records show. 

Police said Martinez had blood¬ 
shot eyes, slurred speech and 
smelled of alcohol when he first 
told police at the crash scene that 
he had one or two beers. He later 
said he had 
three glasses 
of wine and 
that he was 
coming from 
a meeting in 
Santa Fe when 
the crash 


Are you 
serious? 
Jesus 
Christ.' 


Sen. Richard happened. 

Martinez Martinez, 
D-Espanola, 66, became a 
N.M. state senator 
in 2000 after 
serving as a 
magistrate judge in Rio Arriba 
County. He has served for years 
as the chair of the Senate’s Judi¬ 
ciary Committee. 

In this year’s legislative session, 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, 
a Democrat, commended Mar¬ 
tinez as instrumental in helping 
advance gun control reforms, in¬ 
cluding a bill that went into effect 
Monday to expand background 
checks on firearms sales. 

The governor’s spokesman said 
in a brief email that her office 
would be following the incident 
as more is learned about it. 

“Naturally, we’re glad for the 
reported safety and well-being 



Richard Martinez 


of the folks involved in the acci¬ 
dent,” said Tripp Stelnicki, Lujan 
Grisham’s spokesman. “Far too 
many times in New Mexico, these 
kinds of cases result in terrible 
injury and death.” 

Martinez’s fellow Senate Dem¬ 
ocrats described him as a “valued 
member” of their caucus entitled 
to due process while calling 
drunken driving a serious issue 
in the state. 

“This is a difficult situation,” 
New Mexico State Senate Presi¬ 
dent Pro Tem Mary Kay Papen 
and Senate Majority Leader Peter 
Wirth said in a written statement. 
“Our immediate concern is for 
the well-being of everyone in¬ 
volved in the accident.” 

Martinez has five days to ap¬ 
pear before a magistrate judge 
on charges of aggravated DWI 
and reckless driving, according 
to a court official. He refused a 
Breathalyzer test and could not 
move his fingers as an officer 
directed. 

Martinez’s arrest comes just 
more than a year after former 
state Rep. Monica Youngblood, 
R-Albuquerque, was arrested at 
a DWI checkpoint. She was found 
guilty by a judge after a bench 
trial in October and lost her re- 
election bid the following month. 


DNA from 1992 matched 
to California rape suspect 


By Don Thompson 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali¬ 
fornia prosecutors said Monday 
that they used an unusual tac¬ 
tic to identify a suspect in three 
rapes committed more than 25 
years ago, keeping the case alive 
long after the normal legal dead¬ 
line would have expired. 

Investigators tucked away rape 
kit samples from the attacks be¬ 
tween 1992 and 1994 in the Sac¬ 
ramento and Davis areas in hopes 
that the budding science would 
one day lead to a match. 

Sacramento County prosecu¬ 
tors never identified a suspect at 
the time but filed an arrest war¬ 
rant against the anonymous snip¬ 
pet of DNA code in 2000, just two 
days before the statute of limita¬ 
tions was to run out. 

Law enforcement officials said 
they finally linked the “John 
Doe DNA” to Mark Manteuffel, 
59. The former Federal Bureau 
of Prisons employee, who once 
studied and lectured part time at 
Sacramento State University, was 
arrested by FBI agents Friday 
in Decatur, Ga., and will be re¬ 
turned to California to stand trial. 
It was unclear if he had a defense 
attorney. 

District Attorney Anne Marie 
Schubert said it was the first 
time in California that DNA was 
charged with a crime, though 
it had been done elsewhere and 


produced results much more 
quickly in other cases. The Cali¬ 
fornia Supreme Court upheld the 
practice in 2010 in an unrelated 
Sacramento County case. 

“When he is brought to Sac¬ 
ramento, his true name will be 
added to that complaint,” she said 
of Manteuffel. “We have put a face 
to that DNA profile and today, a 
quarter of a century later, the si¬ 
lent witness has spoken.” 

She said Manteuffel was linked 
through family DNA, similar to 
the way charges were brought 
against the alleged Golden State 
Killer last year. 

Joseph DeAngelo, 73, a former 
police officer, is awaiting trial on 
allegations that he broke into doz¬ 
ens of homes across California 
in the 1970s and 1980s, raping 
and often killing. Police said they 
identified a possible third cousin 
through a popular online DNA 
database, then linked DeAngelo 
from DNA recovered from his 
car door and a discarded tissue. 

Schubert called the use of in¬ 
vestigative genetic genealogy 
“the latest and perhaps the great¬ 
est advancement to help law en¬ 
forcement find the truth and solve 
violent crime,” adding later that 
“the tools are there. We’re going 
to use them.” 

Manteuffel faces seven charges 
in two Sacramento rapes in which 
the assailant broke into homes 
and tortured the victims with a 
knife, Schubert said. 
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Mom who once tried to kill baby held in his death 


By Olga R. Rodriguez 
and Amy Beth Hanson 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A woman who was 
prosecuted in Montana for trying to drown 
her baby son more than a decade ago has 
been accused of killing the now 12-year- 
old boy by drowning him in California, au¬ 
thorities said Monday. 

Sheriff’s deputies found the boy and his 
7-year-old brother unresponsive in a full ir¬ 
rigation canal near a cornfield. An autopsy 
said Jackson Telnas died of drowning, and 
officials said the younger boy is hospital¬ 
ized in critical condition but didn’t detail 
what injuries he suffered. 

Sherri Renee Telnas, 45, was arrested 
in her rural home near Porterville, about 
270 miles south of San Francisco. Authori¬ 
ties didn’t know if she had an attorney who 
could speak on her behalf. 

The family had been in the area less than 
a year. Authorities didn’t have contact with 
them before Saturday, when a 911 caller 


told officials Telnas was acting strange¬ 
ly and had taken the boys to a cornfield 
near their home, said Ashley Schwarm, a 
spokeswoman with 
the Tulare County 
Sheriff’s Office in 
California. 

Jackson had re¬ 
covered after Telnas 
first tried to kill him 
in a Montana river in 
2008, authorities said. 

She was soaking wet 
as she carried the boy, 
then 10 months, into 
a hospital and said 
she had tried to drown him because “bad 
thoughts or voices” told her to do it, Miner¬ 
al County, Mont., Sheriff Mike Boone said 
in a statement. 

She pleaded no contest to two counts of 
felony criminal endangerment and was 
sentenced in 2009 to the custody of Mon¬ 
tana health officials for 10 years because 


of a history of mental illness, Boone said. 
Jackson was living with his father at the 
time, the sheriff said. 

She spent less than a year at the state 
psychiatric hospital, said Ellie Brown, who 
is married to the boys’ uncle. Telnas got 
custody of Jackson in late 2010 as part of 
her divorce, court records said. 

The judge found that she was doing well 
in her treatment with her psychiatrist, was 
holding down a job and her relationship 
with her son “appears to be very loving.” 

The psychiatrist “had no concern about 
her ability to parent and testified that he 
sees no risk factors to indicate that she may 
de-compensate in her emotional wellness,” 
District Judge Ed McLean wrote. 

He also noted that the boy’s father, Jacob 
Telnas, did not fight testimony that he was 
unemployed, living with friends, smoked 
marijuana on a daily basis and drank alco¬ 
hol regularly. 

She later reunited with her ex-husband, 
and their second son was born in 2012, 


Brown said. The couple lived together in 
California for a time, and Telnas had been 
alone with the boys for about a year, she 
said. 

Telnas was released from Montana 
health officials’ oversight in 2016, public 
records show. It’s unclear what require¬ 
ments or oversight she may have been 
under when she got back custody of the son 
she tried to kill. 

Jon Ebelt, a spokesman for the Montana 
Department of Public Health & Human 
Services, said he couldn’t reveal any infor¬ 
mation about the case. 

Deputies who responded to the 911 call 
early Saturday found a neighbor who made 
the call and the boys’ grandmother trying 
to revive the kids, KFSN-TV reported. 

Telnas was arrested at the scene on sus¬ 
picion of murder and attempted murder, 
the sheriff’s office said. 

She was scheduled to make her first 
court appearance Tuesday. 




U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., right, arrives at federal court in San Diego for a hearing Monday. 


Judge: Rep. Duncan Hunter’s 
trial can detail alleged affairs 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Jurors can 
hear evidence of U.S. Rep. Dun¬ 
can Hunter’s alleged extramari¬ 
tal affairs when they consider 
charges the California Republi¬ 
can looted campaign cash to fi¬ 
nance vacations, golf outings and 
other personal expenses, a judge 
said Monday. 

Prosecutors revealed sala¬ 
cious details about the married 
congressman’s lifestyle in court 
filings last week, saying he used 
campaign money to illegally fi¬ 
nance a string of romantic re¬ 
lationships with lobbyists and 
congressional aides. 

U.S. District Judge Thomas 
Whelan said the allegations were 
relevant to whether campaign 
money was spent illegally and 
spoke to motive and intent. 

Hunter’s attorney, Gregory 
Vega, argued that any mention 


of extramarital affairs and “per¬ 
sonal indiscretions” would be 
“extremely prejudicial” at a trial 
set for September. 

“I’m afraid that it will be the 
focus, instead of the evidence,” 
Vega said. 

The judge acknowledged that 
the allegations were sensitive. 
He said prosecutors and Hunter’s 
team could agree on mutual terms 
to describe the relationships. 

The judge was asked to deter¬ 
mine if the value of testimony 
about Hunter’s affairs outweighed 
any prejudice that jurors may 
have against the congressman. 
Shaun Martin, a law professor at 
University of San Diego who has 
followed the case, said the judge 
“got it right.” 

“The evidence about the affair 
will definitely make Hunter look 
bad to the jury, but it’s also rel¬ 
evant,” Martin wrote in an email. 


“Defendants sometimes commit 
crimes for unseemly reasons, but 
those reasons get introduced at 
trial.... It’s a bad day for Duncan 
Hunter.” 

Hunter’s attorneys have sug¬ 
gested any expenses for alleged 
affairs had a professional purpose 
because the women were lobby¬ 
ists and that the spending could 
be considered campaign-related. 

“The defense can argue to the 
jury that the expenses were legit¬ 
imate payments to a lobbyist. But 
I wouldn’t be surprised if a jury 
concluded that there were ulte¬ 
rior motives for payments to one’s 
mistresses,” Martin wrote. 

The judge, ruling on a flurry 
of procedural motions, didn’t ad¬ 
dress Hunter’s bid to dismiss 
charges or move the trial out of 
San Diego. Whelan said Hunter 
could keep speaking publicly 
about the case. 


Facebook site evacuated 
after possible sarin scare 


Associated Press 

MENLO PARK, Calif. — A 
Facebook mail facility near com¬ 
pany headquarters was evacuat¬ 
ed Monday after a routine check 
found mail possibly containing 
the nerve agent sarin. 

Authorities put the site under 
quarantine as they conducted 
additional testing. Four build¬ 
ings were evacuated and three 
have been cleared for people to 
come back in, Facebook spokes¬ 
man Anthony Harrison said in a 
statement. 

The suspicious package was 
delivered around 11 a.m. to one 
of the company’s mail rooms, he 
said. 

“Authorities have not yet iden¬ 
tified the substance found,” Har¬ 
rison wrote. 

There were no reports of inju¬ 
ries, Menlo Park Fire Marshal 


Jon Johnston said. Incoming mail 
undergoing routine processing by 
machine tested positive for sarin, 
but it could have been a false posi¬ 
tive, Johnston said. 

“Right now we don’t have 
anybody that has any symp¬ 
toms,” he said. “We’re just doing 
verification.” 

The FBI is assisting in the in¬ 
vestigation, as is common in inci¬ 
dents such as this one. 

The federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention says sarin 
is a chemical warfare agent that 
is a clear, colorless, odorless and 
tasteless liquid. It can evaporate 
into the environment, prompting 
symptoms within seconds. 

A drop of sarin on skin can 
cause sweating and muscle 
twitching, and exposure to large 
doses can result in paralysis and 
respiratory failure leading to 
death. 


Rwandan in US who lied about 
role in genocide gets 8 years 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — A Rwandan man 
convicted of hiding his involve¬ 
ment in the country’s 1994 geno¬ 
cide in an attempt to win asylum 
in the U.S. was sentenced Mon¬ 
day to more than eight years in 
prison. 

Jean Leonard Teganya partici¬ 
pated in at least seven murders 
and five rapes during the geno¬ 
cide, in which Hutu extremists 
slaughtered Tutsis and Hutus 
who tried to protect them, pros¬ 
ecutors said. 

He was found guilty in April of 
immigration fraud and perjury 
after authorities say he lied on 
his asylum application to portray 
himself as a victim rather than a 
perpetrator of the massacre. 

Teganya denies playing a role 


in the genocide, in which some 
800,000 people were slaughtered 
over a 100-day period. 

Judge F. Dennis Saylor IV said 
he struggled with his sentencing 
decision, noting the enormity of 
the tragedy and the allegations 
against Teganya, but also that the 
man was not charged in his court¬ 
room of the rapes and murders. 

“The basic question is: Do I 
sentence him as a liar or do I sen¬ 
tence him as a murder, or a rapist, 
or genocide participant?” Saylor 
asked. 

Saylor said he ultimately be¬ 
lieved the appropriate prison 
term was within the sentencing 
guidelines for the crimes of which 
Teganya was convicted. 

Teganya declined to speak dur¬ 
ing the hearing, and his lawyer 
declined to comment afterward. 
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Federal suit filed 
over meat labeling 
law in Mississippi 


By Emily Wagster Pettus 

Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — A federal 
lawsuit says Mississippi is violat¬ 
ing free speech rights by banning 
makers of plant-based foods from 
using terms such as “meatless 
meatballs” and “vegan bacon.” 

The lawsuit against Mississippi 
Republican Gov. Phil Bryant and 
the state’s Republican agricul¬ 
ture commissioner, Andy Gipson, 
was filed Monday by the Plant 
Based Foods Association and the 
Illinois-based Upton’s Naturals 
Co., which makes vegan products 
and sells them in many states, in¬ 
cluding Mississippi. It was filed 
the same day Mississippi enacted 
a new law that declares “a plant- 
based or insect-based food prod¬ 
uct shall not be labeled as meat or 
a meat food product.” 

“The ban serves only to cre¬ 
ate consumer confusion where 
none previously existed,” says 
the lawsuit, which is backed by 
the Institute for Justice, a free- 
market advocacy group based in 
Virginia. 

A similar food labeling lawsuit 
was filed in Missouri last year by 
Oregon-based Tofurky Co., which 
makes vegetarian food products, 
and The Good Food Institute, 
a Washington-based nonprofit 
that advocates for alternatives to 
meat. A Missouri law made it a 
misdemeanor to label plant-based 
products as meat. 

Producers of beef, poultry, pork 


and lamb have been pushing to 
protect meat terminology as com¬ 
panies develop more plant-based 
products that look and taste simi¬ 
lar to meat. 

In Louisiana, Democratic Gov. 
John Bel Edwards has signed a 
law to keep veggie products from 
being called meat, nonrice prod¬ 
ucts from being described as rice 
and sugar alternatives from being 
marketed as sugar. It becomes 
law in October 2020. 

The chairman of the Mississip¬ 
pi Senate Agriculture Committee, 
Republican Billy Hudson, of Hat¬ 
tiesburg, was chief sponsor of the 
meat labeling legislation. He said 
the state agriculture department 
and the Mississippi Cattlemen’s 
Association pushed for it because 
of concerns that consumers could 
be misled. 

The Mississippi law also says 
food produced using animal tis¬ 
sue cultured in a laboratory may 
not be labeled as meat. 

“They tell me that fake steak 
looks just like our real meat,” 
Hudson told The Associated Press 
on Monday. He said if a consumer 
sees two similar products side by 
side, they could think they’re get¬ 
ting meat when they’re not. 

“I don’t want to eat meat grown 
by a test tube in a laboratory,” 
Hudson said. “If my constitu¬ 
ents do, they ought to know what 
they’re getting.” 


Glitches snarl start of Calif, 
ammo background checks 


By Don Thompson 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cal¬ 
ifornia’s new ammunition back¬ 
ground check law began Monday 
not with a bang but with a whim¬ 
per from dealers who reported 
delays and glitches with the 
state’s online system. 

But they said few customers 
were affected because most had 
stockpiled bullets or shotgun 
shells in the weeks before the new 
law took effect. 

Voters in 2016 approved requir¬ 
ing criminal background checks 
for every ammunition purchase. 
The state’s latest attempt to deter 
gun violence took effect Monday. 

Vendors the length of Califor¬ 
nia were frustrated by online 
snags, including their inability to 
readily log in to the new system 
that is supposed to let them back¬ 
ground check customers with the 
state, though some put it down to 
a predicable learning curve. 


Chuck Michel, an attorney for 
the National Rifle Association 
and the affiliated California Rifle 
& Pistol Association, said he will 
soon cite the glitches in seeking 
an injunction to block the law. 
The California affiliate sued last 
year, maintaining that the new 
law violates the Second Amend¬ 
ment right to bear arms, impedes 
interstate commerce and is pre¬ 
empted by federal law. 

“I’ve had one customer, and I 
had to turn them away because 
I couldn’t get into the system,” 
Don Reed, owner of DGS Ammo 
& Airguns in Sacramento, said at 
midmorning. “He seemed a little 
bit perturbed. ... There’s a lot of 
people feel like they’re being held 
hostage suddenly — punishing 
the people who’ve been doing it 
the right way.” 

He was reading through doz¬ 
ens of pages online as he tried to 
log in, but he complained that “it 
would take a Philadelphia lawyer 
to figure it out.” 



Jermaine Nolen, Chicago Sun-Times/AP 


Chicago’s The Bean’ vandalized 

Graffiti mars the popular giant metallic sculpture known as “The Bean” in Chicago’s Millennium Park 
on Tuesday. Police have arrested seven people suspected of spray-painting graffiti on two downtown 
landmarks, including “The Bean,” on Monday. The sculpture’s stainless steel reflective surface was 
marked with “35th Crew” in lettering near the bottom. The Cancer Survivor Wall in nearby Maggie Daley 
Park also was vandalized. 


Ore. governor willing to lead on 
plan to lower carbon emissions 


By Sarah Zimmerman 

Associated Press 

SALEM, Ore. — Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said 
Monday that she’s ready to use her executive power 
to lower carbon emissions following a nine-day Re¬ 
publican walkout that derailed landmark climate 
legislation and embroiled the state in a political cri¬ 
sis pitting liberal cities against rural residents. 

The Democratic governor said she wants to move 
forward through the executive branch if lawmak¬ 
ers can’t approve meaningful climate legislation. 
She directed her staff to go back to rural communi¬ 
ties and industries over the next few months to find 
points of compromise on what would be the nation’s 
second statewide cap and trade program. 

Brown will present lawmakers with proposed 
“modifications” to the plan but is prepared to take 
the matter into her own hands if she still can’t find a 
path forward in the Statehouse. 

“Working on legislation is my preferred ap¬ 
proach,” she told reporters. “However, given the 
uncertainty that now permeates Oregon’s political 
system, I am also directing my staff and agencies to 
explore alternative paths.” 

The proposal caps climate-changing emissions 
and requires businesses to buy or trade an ever- 
dwindling pool of pollution credits or “allowances.” 
California has a similar program. 

The idea divided the Statehouse and revealed lin¬ 
gering tensions between liberal cities like Portland 
that want to combat climate change and rural areas 
of the state where the legislation was seen as a fur¬ 
ther threat to industries like farming, logging and 
trucking. 

Senate Republicans walked out to block a vote on 
the measure and came back only after getting reas¬ 
surances it was dead. They said the legislation would 
kill jobs, raise the cost of fuel and gut small busi¬ 
nesses in rural areas. Loggers, truckers and others 
flooded the Capitol to support the Republicans who 
walked out. 

Democrats say the legislation is critical to make 
Oregon a leader in the fight against climate change 
and will ultimately create jobs and transform the 


economy. 

They said the program would raise tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars that would go toward further emis- 
sions-cutting projects and wildfire prevention 
efforts. Much of the funding also would flow direct¬ 
ly to rural communities and Native American tribes 
to prepare for the worst 
effects of climate change, 
supporters say. 

“This is a priority,” said 
Tera Hurst, executive di¬ 
rector of Renew Oregon, 
the lobbying group behind 
the original legislation. “It 
is our moral imperative 
we do not delay another 
year. Climate change is an 
emergency.” 

Brown has a tough path 
forward if she wants to 
craft legislation that both 
responds to industry con¬ 
cerns and still puts Oregon 
on a path toward meet¬ 
ing its ambitious goals of 
reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

The original cap and 
trade proposal would have 
begun in 2021 and put 
the state on track to lower 
emissions to 45% below 
1990 levels by 2035 and 80% below by 2050. 

Delaying the program could mean lawmakers 
will need to craft a more ambitious and aggressive 
program to meet the state’s emission goals. 

Brown said it would have been better for indus¬ 
tries and other opponents to come to the table rather 
than “blow the whole thing up.” She said delaying 
the process further is like “cutting off your nose to 
spite your face.” 

“This program will have to be more aggressive,” 
the governor said, “because the time pressures are 
still there, and I’m committed to keeping those goals 
for our children and our children’s future.” 


I This program 
will have 
to be more 
aggressive 
because 
the time 
pressures are 
still there, 
and I’m 
committed to 
keeping those 
goals for our 
children and 
our children’s 
future . f 

Kate Brown 

governor of Oregon 
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NASA: Intense work underway on 



A man walks underneath the core stage for NASA’s Space Launch System, which the agency says will carry the Orion spacecraft and 
ultimately a crew to the moon and beyond, at the NASA Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans on Friday. 

Orion crew capsule launched to test abort system 



John Raoux/AP 


A NASA Orion spacecraft lifts off from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on Tuesday in Cape Canaveral, 
Fla., as part of a launch abort capsule test. 


Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— NASA conducted a full-stress 
launch abort test Tuesday for the 
Orion capsules designed to carry 
astronauts to the moon. 

The capsule was empty for the 
morning demonstration, which 
officials said appeared to be 
successful. 

Barely a minute after liftoff 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station, the abort motor fired, 
pulling the capsule from the 
booster about 6 miles up. The cap¬ 
sule continued upward another 2 
miles, then flipped to jettison the 
abort tower. 

NASA chose not to use para¬ 
chutes to keep this test version 
of the capsule simple and thus 
save time, so it crashed into the 
Atlantic at 300 mph as planned, 
the three-minute test complete. 
Twelve data recorders popped off 
in bright orange canisters before 
impact for ocean retrieval. 

“By all accounts, it was mag¬ 
nificent,” said program manager 
Mark Kirasich. 

It will take a few months to go 
through all the data collected by 
the hundreds of vehicle sensors, 
he said. 

NASA aims to put astronauts 
back on the moon by 2024 using 
its still-in-development Space 
Launch System rocket. 

Tuesday’s test represents “a 
really great, great step forward 


today for the team,” Kirasich 
said. 

This was the second abort test 
for Orion, conducted at a speed of 
more than 800 mph. The first, in 
New Mexico in 2010, was lower 
and slower. 

A launch abort system on a 


Russian rocket saved the lives of 
two astronauts last October. They 
launched again in December, this 
time making it to the Internation¬ 
al Space Station, where they’re 
still working. 

“It had been 35 years since any¬ 
one on the planet had had to exer¬ 


cise their launch abort system,” 
NASA astronaut Randy Bresnik 
told reporters Monday. 

“That was definitely a good 
message to all of us that, ‘Hey, 
this is serious stuff. This isn’t just 
an OK, it probably won’t happen.’ 

“We need to be ready.” 


By Janet McConnaughey 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Crews 
are working around the clock at 
a NASA rocket factory, intent on 
meeting a new fall 2020 deadline 
to test launch a mega-rocket de¬ 
signed to propel astronauts to the 
moon and beyond, a space agency 
official said Friday. 

“I came out here in the middle 
of the night ... talking to people 
who were working on the engine 
section, working hard through 
the night,” NASA Deputy Admin¬ 
istrator James Morhard said on 
a press tour at New Orleans’ Mi- 
choud Assembly Center. 

He said the core rocket assem¬ 
bly — or Space Launch System — 
is 80% complete, with one of five 
sections still under assembly. 

If all goes well, the often-delayed 
Artemis 1 test flight is expected 
take place in fall 2020, though no 
launch date has been announced. 
Plans call for the rocket to carry 
an uncrewed Orion capsule aloft 
before the engines are jettisoned 
8 minutes and 14 seconds out. The 
capsule is then to make a double 
loop around the moon during 25% 
days in flight, NASA has said. 

Officials said no commercial 
rocket, current or planned, is as 
powerful as the Space Launch 
System, which will carry a load 
three times as heavy as the space 
shuttle could handle. They also 
called it a new approach to reach¬ 
ing the moon, unlike the Apollo 
missions decades ago. 

“The exciting part is this is not 
going to be done like Apollo ... 
where we put a flag on the moon 
and left,” said Lionel Dutreix, 
deputy chief operations manager 
at Michoud. “We’re going to keep 
returning to the moon and use it 
as a technical base and knowl¬ 
edge to go on to Mars. We’ve got 
to make sure this rocket will meet 
those needs.” 

The rocket isn’t reusable be¬ 
cause, under current plans, it 
would cost more to recover and 
refurbish the engine assembly 
than to build anew, Dutreix said. 

In December, the giant rocket 
is to be transported on the NASA 
barge Pegasus to Marshall Space 
Flight Center in Alabama for 
testing. 

When topped with the Orion 
spacecraft and its fuel tank, it will 
stand 322 feet high — taller than 
the Statue of Liberty but shorter 
than the Saturn V rocket that 
launched the Skylab space station 
and the Apollo program that car¬ 
ried men to the moon. 

The rocket section currently 
being assembled at Michoud 
will hold four RS-25 engines of 
the kind that propelled space 
shuttles. 

Asked whether $20 billion to 
$30 billion was an accurate fig¬ 
ure for cost overruns on the pro¬ 
gram, the deputy administrator 
said, “I’m not going to stand here 
and give an exact budget.” 

Morhard also wouldn’t say 
whether he expects NASA to get 
the $1.6 billion 2020 budget addi¬ 
tion requested by President Don¬ 
ald Trump for space exploration. 
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It’ll Tickle Yore Innards!’ 

New exhibit at museum in Tennessee reveals Mountain Dew’s hillbilly and bourbon roots 



Brianna Paciorka, Knoxville (Tenn.) News Sentinel/AP 


Curator Adam Alfrey shows items that will be on display in an exhibit dedicated to Mountain Dew at the 
Museum of East Tennessee History in Knoxville, Tenn. 


By Amy Mcrary 

Knoxville News Sentinel 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Moun¬ 
tain Dew — now the country’s 
third-most popular soft drink 
— began because two Knoxville 
brothers needed a tasty mixer for 
their bourbon. 

That 1940s-styled Mountain 
Dew didn’t taste like today’s 
lemonade-citrus, caffeine- and 
sugar-charged drink. As clear as 
the moonshine whose moniker it 
borrowed, this Dew tasted like 
today’s 7Up or Sprite. 

Years later, when Mountain 
Dew began tasting like today’s 
Mountain Dew, it was first called 
lemonade and sold in a clear 
bottle. 

Turning a Knoxville whis¬ 
key mixer into a soft drink to 
“tickle yore innards” took mixol¬ 
ogy magic, business savvy and a 
marketing campaign filled with 
gun-toting, jug-swigging barefoot 
Appalachian hillbillies. 

Today Mountain Dew is mar¬ 
keted as a high-energy, high- 
performing beverage favored by, 
among others, extreme sports 
athletes and race car drivers. 

But whatever its image — from 
barefoot mountaineers to adven¬ 
turesome snowboarders—Moun¬ 
tain Dew sells. Industry statistics 
show it’s the third-most popular 
“liquid refreshment brand” be¬ 
hind Coca-Cola and its PepsiCo 
parent’s Pepsi. 

A new exhibit at the Museum 
of East Tennessee History traces 
Mountain Dew’s regional roots 
and cultural connections. “It’ll 
Tickle Yore Innards!: A (Hill¬ 
billy) History of Mountain Dew” 
runs through Jan. 20. 

“I think there is certainly 
something addictive to it, right?” 
Adam Alfrey, the East Tennes¬ 
see History Center’s operations 
manager and senior curator, said 
about the drink’s popularity. “But 
I also think they (Mountain Dew 
owners) have been very smart to 
shift their marketing at the right 
times.” 

Mountain Dew started because 
Knoxville brothers Barney and 
Ally (pronounced Ollie) Hartman 
needed the right mixer for their 
whiskey. 

The Hartmans managed an 


Orange-Crush bottling plant 
in Augusta, Ga., shortly after 
World War I. The sons of Ger¬ 
man immigrants, they enjoyed 
an after-work drink of Old Tay¬ 
lor Kentucky Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey mixed with the highly 
carbonated lemon-lime soft drink 
Natural Setup. Natural Setup ad¬ 
vertised itself as “delicious, spar¬ 
kling, healthful” though its label 
included a pair of dice. 

When the Orange-Crush plant 
went bankrupt in 1932, the Hart¬ 
mans moved to Knoxville to help 
operate a plant. Smart business¬ 
men who’d seen one plant fail, 
they diversified. 

They sold beer the minute Pro¬ 
hibition ended in 1933 and began 
selling Pepsi in 1934. As beer 
and Pepsi sold well, they dropped 
Orange-Crush and became the 
Hartman Beverage Co. 

But one of their favorites—Nat¬ 
ural Setup — wasn’t sold in Knox¬ 
ville. In the 1940s, the Hartmans 
set out to make their own version, 
mostly to mix with liquor. 

They asked Tip Corp.’s mas¬ 
ter flavor mixer, William Henry 
“Billy” Jones of Marion, Va., to 
formulate the right concentrate 


for the nonalcoholic, carbonated 
beverage. The brothers occasion¬ 
ally bottled a few dozen cases of 
“Personal Setup” for themselves, 
employees and friends. 

They weren’t the first in Knox¬ 
ville to make a carbonated dew. 
Twenty years before, Hungarian 
immigrant Max Licht briefly bot¬ 
tled “Dew” drinks in eight-ounce 
bottles shaped like barrels. Sell¬ 
ing for a nickel, Licht’s flavors 
included Grape Dew, Strawberry 
Dew and a “sparkling white pure 
lemon” Mountain Dew. 

The Hartmans’ Personal Setup 
was clear with a lemon-lime fla¬ 
vor like 7Up or Sprite. One em¬ 
ployee joked it was as good as 
“mountain dew” because, when 
mixed with liquor, it tasted like a 
fine moonshine. 

As time went by, it would be that 
joke of a name, not the drink’s fla¬ 
vor, that would last. 

Their “mountain dew” was such 
a hit among friends and family, 
the Hartmans decided to go pub¬ 
lic. They debuted Mountain Dew, 
in deep green bottles, at a 1946 
Gatlinburg bottling convention. 

The bottles’ paper labels de¬ 
picted a barefoot, overalls-clad 


hillbilly holding a rifle in one 
hand and a jug of moonshine in 
the other. Drawn by Hartman 
neighbor and high schooler John 
Brichetto, the label implied the 
brothers “hand-brewed” the dew 
in a clandestine still. 

Mountain Dew’s strategy rode 
the time’s popular wave of Ap¬ 
palachian hillbilly marketing, 
Alfrey said. With taglines like 
“Yahoo!” and “It’ll tickle yore in¬ 
nards,” the soft drink Mountain 
Dew built on the hillbilly image of 
the mid-20th century. Its hillbilly 
character “Grandpappy” was 
shown on later bottles shooting at 
a government revenuer running 
from an outhouse. 

The Hartmans loved their 
lemon-lime Mountain Dew. The 
public didn’t. “It never really got 
off the ground,” Alfrey said. 

It would take the Tri-City Bev¬ 
erage company — and a new taste 
— to make Mountain Dew a hit. 
The Johnson City firm loved the 
drink’s green bottle and hillbilly 
imagery and got a franchise to 
make it. 

But their customers weren’t 
any keener on that lemon-lime 
flavor than those in Knoxville. 


Tri-City had Billy Jones — the 
man who created the Hartmans’ 
“Mountain Dew” — make a lem¬ 
onade-citrus soft drink in 1958. 
Loaded with caffeine and sugar, 
the drink was called Tri-City 
Lemonade. 

In 1960, Tri-City manager Bill 
Bridgforth decided to bottle what 
was Tri-City in Mountain Dew’s 
green hillbilly-labeled bottles. 
He renamed the drink the “new” 
Mountain Dew. 

Gone was the Hartmans’ 
original lemon-lime drink. Gone 
was Tri-City Lemonade. Sales 
soared. 

“Kids loved it,” Alfrey said. 

Mountain Dew began to com¬ 
pete with the similarly flavored 
Sundrop and inspired the 1979 
creation of Mello Yello. 

In 1964, Pepsi bought Moun¬ 
tain Dew and the Tip Corp. Pepsi 
officials loved what one executive 
called the beverage’s “frankly 
hillbilly appeal.” For a few years, 
the company built on that image. 

A larger “hillbilly” cabin was 
built in New York’s Waldorf-Asto¬ 
ria ballroom during Pepsi-Cola’s 
1964 bottling convention. There 
“Daisy Mae” offered samples 
of Mountain Dew’s “mountain 
elixir.” 

As the 1970s begin, Pepsi 
dropped hillbillies but kept their 
bare feet. It switched Mountain 
Dew marketing to a “Get That 
Barefoot Feeling” campaign 
aimed at urban teens. Over the 
decades, Mountain Dew has 
changed its logo and its market 
strategy into today’s swirl logo. 

The museum exhibit melts 
the history of corn whiskey 
“mountain dew” with the car¬ 
bonated “Mountain Dew.” Arti¬ 
facts include whiskey jugs from 
Knoxville saloons, an array of 
Mountain Dew bottles designed 
over the years and a promotional 
Granpappy doll. A loop of com¬ 
mercials illustrates how Moun¬ 
tain Dew’s been sold through the 
decades. 

The Mountain Dew items in 
“It’ll Tickle Yore Innards” were 
gifted to the museum by Dick 
Bridgforth of Texas. Son of the 
late Bill Bridgforth, Bridgforth 
wrote the book “Mountain Dew: 
The History.” 



Mountain Dew items are displayed in an exhibit dedicated to the beverage and its origins in Tennessee at the Museum of East Tennessee History. 
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Rajanish Kakade/AP 


A woman holding an umbrella wades through a flooded street following monsoon rains in western India 
that have damaged structures and killed at least 30 people. 


Walls fall in western India 
monsoon rains, killing 30 


Associated Press 

MUMBAI, India—Heavy monsoon rains in west¬ 
ern India caused at least three walls to collapse onto 
huts and city shanties, killing at least 30 people and 
injuring dozens of others, officials said Tuesday as 
forecasters warned of more rain. 

At least 21 people were killed and more than 60 
others injured when a 35-foot wall demarcating an 
urban forest collapsed during the night in Mumbai, 
police officer Ravinder Howie said. 

Rescue teams with sniffer dogs were searching 
the area afterward, and rescuers from the Indian 
navy also fanned out to help and rescue residents of 
the waterlogged city, India’s financial and entertain¬ 
ment capital. 

Nine deaths were caused by two wall collapses 
elsewhere in Maharashtra state. Six migrant con¬ 
struction workers were killed and five injured when 
a wall collapsed on their tin-roofed huts in Pune 
early Tuesday, an officer in the city’s Police Control 
Room said. In Thane district, a school wall collapsed 
and fell onto huts, killing three people and injuring 
one, said Lakshman Pawar, a local civic official. 

Howie said two men died after they got trapped 
in a submerged car, raising the overall death toll in 
the state to 32. 



Rafiq Maqbool/AP 


Rescuers and onlookers stand at the spot of a wall 
collapse in Mumbai on Tuesday. 

The monsoon season in India brings heavy rains 
from June to September that cause flooding and 
other damage. Building collapses are common as 
the rains weaken the foundations of poorly built 
structures. 

On Saturday, another wall collapse in Pune killed 
16 people living in a cluster of tin-roofed huts. 


China: Hong Kong 
protesters’ violence 
endangers society 


By Johnson Lai 

Associated Press 

HONG KONG — China’s gov¬ 
ernment strongly backed Hong 
Kong Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam’s embattled administration 
on Tuesday, saying the occupa¬ 
tion and vandalizing of the city’s 
legislature by pro-democracy 
protesters amounted to “serious 
illegal acts” that endangered the 
social order. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said Beijing con¬ 
demned the acts that saw several 
hundred demonstrators break 
through glass and steel barriers 
to enter the building on Monday 
night. 

Geng said China’s central gov¬ 
ernment strongly supported Hong 
Kong’s government and its police 
force in dealing with the incident 
in accordance with law. 

“The violent attacks ... are se¬ 
rious illegal acts that trample on 
the rule of law and endanger so¬ 
cial order. We strongly condemn 
it,” Geng told reporters at a daily 
briefing. 

Geng also reiterated China’s 
rejection of any foreign nation 
commenting on or interven¬ 
ing in protest actions in Hong 
Kong, saying such matters were 
a purely Chinese affair and other 
countries “must not support any 
violent criminals in any form, and 
not send any misleading signals 
or take any erroneous actions.” 

The Cabinet’s Hong Kong af¬ 
fairs office issued virtually 
an identical statement under 
the name of an unidentified 
spokesman. 

Geng’s comments follow the 
publication of an editorial by a 
ruling Chinese Communist Party 
newspaper that said the demon¬ 
strators who broke into the local 
legislature showed their “arro¬ 
gance” and had no regard for the 
rule of law. 

Chinese state media ran foot¬ 


age of police in Hong Kong clear¬ 
ing protesters from streets in the 
early hours of Tuesday in a break 
with their silence over days of 
pro-democracy demonstrations 
that have challenged Beijing’s au¬ 
thority over the semi-autonomous 
Chinese territory. 

Beijing has largely sought to 
downplay the demonstrations that 
have highlighted doubts about the 
validity of its “one country, two 
systems” formula for governing 
the former British colony. Its cov¬ 
erage of the protests and the pub¬ 
lication of a harsh editorial in the 
official Communist Party news¬ 
paper Global Times may indicate 
it is prepared to take a tougher 
line against the demonstrators 
following days of forbearance. 

“These violent assailants in 
their arrogance pay no heed to 
Hong Kong’s law, no doubt arous¬ 
ing the anger and sadness of all 
people of the city of Hong Kong,” 
the editorial said. 

Veteran opposition figure Josh¬ 
ua Wong acknowledged that the 
damage to the legislative offices 
has drawn criticism from some 
sectors in the Asian financial 
hub. But he said mass participa¬ 
tion in marches and rallies over 
previous weeks showed there was 
a groundswell of support for the 
demonstrators’ goals of demand¬ 
ing more accountability from 
Lam’s administration. 

“I understand people in Hong 
Kong and around the world might 
not 100% agree or disagree on all 
of the behavior of protesters... but 
all of the requests have been ig¬ 
nored. So is there any way out?” 
Wong said. 

On the mainland, Beijing had 
sought to suppress news of the 
protests, which roughly coincided 
with celebrations of the 22nd an¬ 
niversary of Hong Kong’s hando¬ 
ver from British to Chinese rule. 


Japan cites security concerns in curbing exports to S. Korea 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan has defended 
its decision to impose export re¬ 
strictions on South Korea, citing 
national security concerns and 
its international duty to keep tabs 
on sensitive technology transfer- 
rable for military uses. 

Yoshihide Suga, the chief 
Cabinet secretary, said Tuesday 
that the move was part of “ap¬ 
propriately implementing export 
controls for national security 
reasons.” 

But Suga, like other officials, 
also cited a “lack of trust” after 


exchanges with South Korea 
at the Group of 20 summit in 
Osaka did not yield “satisfactory 
solutions.” 

“That, I must say, seriously 
damaged our relationship of mu¬ 
tual trust,” he said. 

The Trade Ministry said Mon¬ 
day that exports related to manu¬ 
facturing computer chips, such as 
fluorinated polyimides used for 
displays, must apply for approv¬ 
al for each contract beginning 
Thursday. 

It said it was effectively re¬ 
moving South Korea from a list 
of countries such as the U.S. and 
European nations that face mini¬ 


mum restrictions on trade. 

Up to now, exports have re¬ 
quired only a single encom¬ 
passing approval process. Now, 
ministry approvals will be de¬ 
layed on average by 90 days, a 
Trade Ministry official in Japan 
said, speaking on customary con¬ 
dition of anonymity. 

South Korea reacted with con¬ 
sternation, and its trade minister 
said Seoul would file a complaint 
with the rules-making World 
Trade Organization. 

Japan’s trade minister, Hiro¬ 
shige Seko, said Tuesday that the 
new controls do not violate WTO 
rules. 


Japan is a major supplier of 
materials used to make the com¬ 
puter chips that run most devic¬ 
es, including Apple iPhones and 
laptop computers. Other exports 
affected by Tokyo’s decision are 
what is called “resist,” for making 
semiconductors, and hydrogen 
fluoride used for semiconductors, 
pharmaceuticals and polymers, 
including nylon and Teflon. 

South Korean tech company 
LG Display, one of the world’s 
biggest display makers, said it’s 
not affected by the Japanese 
trade restrictions. Samsung and 
SK Hynix were assessing the po¬ 
tential impact. 


Relations between the two 
main U.S. allies in East Asia have 
soured since South Korea’s top 
court in October ordered Nippon 
Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corp. 
to pay 100 million won ($88,000) 
each to four plaintiffs forced 
to work for the company when 
Japan colonized the Korean Pen¬ 
insula from 1910 to 1945. 

The company refused, siding 
with Japan’s long-held position 
that all colonial-era compen¬ 
sation issues were settled by a 
1965 treaty that restored diplo¬ 
matic relations between the two 
governments. 
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EU leaders look 
to set aside top 
jobs deadlock 



Jalisco State Civil Defense Agency/AP 

Cars are buried in hail in Guadalajara, Mexico, on Sunday following an early morning storm. 

Guadalajara digs out from 
more than 4 feet of hail 


Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — A storm dumped more than 4 
feet of hail on parts of the Guadalajara area, damag¬ 
ing hundreds of homes and burying cars up to their 
windows in some places, Mexican officials said 
Monday. 

The Jalisco state government brought in heavy 
machinery to clear streets and dig out businesses in 
the country’s second-largest city. Sunday’s storm left 
streets looking like rivers of ice while hail clogged 


drainage systems, causing flooding in some spots. 

Jalisco Gov. Enrique Alfaro said via Twitter that 
he had never seen anything like it. 

Following the early morning storm, the tempera¬ 
ture reached a high of 81 degrees in Guadalajara. 

On Monday, residents of San Miguel de Allende, 
a high desert community popular with U.S. tourists, 
awoke to several inches of hail clogging city streets. 
The local government posted photographs of work¬ 
ers shoveling hail and of buildings damaged by fall¬ 
en trees. 


Australian police arrest 3 over 
alleged terrorism plot in Sydney 


By Lorne Cook 
and Raf Casert 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — European 
Union leaders gathered yet again 
Tuesday in an effort to overcome 
an embarrassing deadlock over a 
series of job nominations to key 
posts at the bloc for at least the 
next five years. 

In one of the longest EU sum¬ 
mits in recent years, the lead¬ 
ers are looking to name a new 
president of the EU’s powerful 
executive arm, the European 
Commission, a president of the 
European Council and a foreign 
policy chief. 

The European Parliament is 
set to vote Wednesday on its new 
president, while the new chair¬ 
man of the European Central 
Bank could be named later. 

The leaders are struggling to 
show the EU is still relevant and 
coherent after the bloc’s two tra¬ 
ditional center-right and left pow¬ 
ers lost votes in May’s European 
elections. 

“We’re going to get to work 
with new creativity today. And I 
believe that everyone has to un¬ 
derstand that they have to move 
a little bit,” German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said. 

The leaders, she added, “have 
the duty to find a solution.” 

But the Czech Republic, Slo¬ 
vakia, Hungary and Poland, 
backed by Italy, appeared firmly 
entrenched in their opposition to 
former Dutch Foreign Minister 
Frans Timmermans, who is seen 
by many as the most qualified 
candidate to take over from Jean- 
Claude Juncker as the head of the 
European Commission. 

Timmermans is seen by those 
countries — many of them with 
anti-migrant governments — as 
a supporter of a controversial 
scheme to impose refugee quotas 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — German humani¬ 
tarian group Sea-Watch says the 
captain of its rescue ship detained 
in Italy acted in accordance with 
international law when she forced 
her way into port in Lampedusa 
with 40 migrants on board. 

Captain Carola Rackete was ex¬ 
pected to learn Tuesday whether 
she’ll remain under house arrest 
as the investigation continues into 
her actions, which included ram¬ 
ming a border police motorboat. 


on EU countries. He has also led 
efforts, backed by the threat of 
legal action, to improve the rule 
of law in Poland and Hungary. 

“We want somebody on the 
presidency of the commission 
which doesn’t have a negative 
view on our region. Mr Timmer¬ 
mans is not acceptable for us. 
That’s it,” Czech Prime Minister 
Andrej Babis told reporters as he 
arrived at EU headquarters in 
Brussels. 

“We have a completely differ¬ 
ent view on migration. He was 
always behind quotas and so on, 
so this is a problem for us,” Babis 
said. 

But Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez — a Socialist like 
Timmermans — said that stance 
was “unacceptable.” 

“You cannot reject a person be¬ 
cause he has defended the treaties 
and the principles and European 
values that we stand for,” he said. 

Attention has focused on the 
European People’s Party, led by 
Merkel. The EPP has dominated 
the EU’s institutions and stood as 
the biggest group in parliament 
over the last five years, but its star 
is waning and party leaders are 
still reluctant to relinquish power, 
despite the election failure. 

Under a calculus that is really 
clear only to Brussels insiders, 
Merkel and some of her support¬ 
ers have backed Timmermans as 
commission president on the un¬ 
derstanding that their man, Ger¬ 
man lawmaker Manfred Weber, 
is named president of the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament. 

“I hope the EPP had a reboot 
during the night and the system 
is working,” said Luxembourg 
Prime Minister Xavier Bettel, a 
free market liberal aligned with 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron. 

“Yesterday they had a bug.” 


Sea-Watch spokesman Ruben 
Neugebauer said the 31-year-old 
had announced her plans to dock 
after declaring an emergency 
60 hours earlier and compared 
the situation to a police vehicle 
preventing an ambulance from 
reaching a hospital 
Neugebauer told reporters in 
Berlin that “if anyone is respon¬ 
sible, it’s certainly not Carola.” 

Supporters in Italy and Germa¬ 
ny have pledged over $1.48 mil¬ 
lion for Sea-Watch in recent days. 


By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 

CANBERRA, Australia 

— Three men were arrested on 
Tuesday over an Islamic State-in¬ 
spired plot to attack a variety of 
Sydney targets including police 
and defense buildings, courts, 
churches and diplomatic mis¬ 
sions, police said. 

A 20-year-old suspect had been 
monitored by police for a year 
since he returned to Sydney from 
Lebanon, Australian Federal Po¬ 
lice Assistant Commissioner Ian 
McCartney said. He was known 
to police in Lebanon. 

The suspect is expected to be 
charged with preparing for a ter¬ 
rorist act and preparing to enter 
Afghanistan for the purpose of 
engaging in hostile activities on 
behalf of ISIS, McCartney said, 
adding that he was to go to Af¬ 
ghanistan to take part in a sepa¬ 
rate plot. He could be sentenced 
to life in prison on each charge if 
found guilty. 

“There were a number of plans 
both internationally in terms of 
him traveling overseas, but also 


a domestic plan which was evolv¬ 
ing at the same time,” McCartney 
said. 

A 23-year-old man is expected 
to be charged with being a mem¬ 
ber of a terrorist organization, 
ISIS. He could be imprisoned for 
10 years. 

A 30-year-old man who is an 
associate of the other two was ex¬ 
pected to be charged with obtain¬ 
ing financial benefit by deception 
through fraudulently claiming 
unemployment benefits. He also 
faces 10 years in prison. The men 
were expected to appear in a Syd¬ 
ney court by Wednesday. 

McCartney said the planning 
was in its early stages, and that 
the men had yet to obtain guns or 
explosives. 

The plot was the 16th major ter¬ 
rorist attack to be thwarted by po¬ 
lice in Australia since the threat 
level was raised in September 
2014, McCartney said. 

Home Affairs Minister Peter 
Dutton said the case demonstrat¬ 
ed Australia’s need for temporary 
exclusion orders like Britain has. 

The government will introduce 
a bill to Parliament on Thursday 


that would allow him to prevent 
an Australian citizen from re¬ 
turning to Australia for a period 
of up to two years if that citizen 
posed a threat. 

“This is incredibly important 
because it will be alleged in rela¬ 
tion to one of the individuals who 
has been arrested and charged 
today that he returned from over¬ 
seas as an Australian citizen and 
obviously, given his activities that 
he’s alleged to have been involved 
in over the course of the last 12 
months, has resulted in his arrest 
today,” Dutton told reporters. 

“We obviously have a very se¬ 
rious threat in this country,” he 
added. “The fact that now 16 at¬ 
tempted terrorist attacks have 
been disrupted successfully 
within our country says to the 
Australian public that this threat 
has not diminished, it’s not going 
away and it remains current, 
particularly when we got Austra¬ 
lians overseas in a theater of war 
being trained by [ISIS] or being 
inspired otherwise online, and we 
want to deal with those people as 
best we can.” 


Aid group defends actions 
of migrant rescue captain 
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Not ready to ride 


Mateo Wolfgang Garcia, 5, of Olney, Md., talks to Park Police Officer T. Twiname at the Folklife Festival on the National Mall in Washington 
on Sunday. 

THE CENSUS 

The number of people in the U.S. per day who seek 
WLP II treatment for fireworks-related injuries from mid-June 
/ ^jll to mid-July, according to the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. The injuries most often affect hands and 
fingers (28% of injuries), followed by the legs (24%), eyes 
(19%) and head, face and ears (15%). Many of the injuries are burns, and they 
also include permanent scarring and blindness. Safety experts say the best way to 
stay safe is to let the professionals do the fireworks. 


Overweight vehicle 
crosses, closes bridge 

llflf WHEELING — A 
WW w charter bus weighing 
well over the weight limit crossed 
a West Virginia suspension 
bridge, causing it to temporarily 
close. 

News outlets reported a char¬ 
ter bus weighing more than the 
Wheeling Suspension Bridge’s 2- 
ton limit crossed the bridge Sat¬ 
urday, leading to its closure. 

Wheeling Police Department 
spokesman Philip Stahl said the 
driver of the bus was cited for the 
overweight vehicle and failing to 
obey a traffic control device. 

The bridge remained closed 
until an inspector could ensure 
it’s structurally sound. 

Ford dealer ends July 4 
gun-Bible promotion 

J1 ■ CHATOM — A Ford 
dealership in Alabama 
has ended a Fourth of July pro¬ 
motion that gifted a Bible, and 
American flag and a gift cer¬ 
tificate for a 12-gauge shotgun to 
anyone who bought a new or used 
vehicle. 

News outlets reported Ford 
Motor Co. told Ford Chatom 
the promotion was inappropri¬ 
ate after a worker fired from a 
California dealership killed two 
employees last week, then killed 
himself. 

Dealership general manager 
Colin Ward said he’s disappoint¬ 
ed the automaker requested they 
end the promotion. He said the 
dealership is fulfilling any com¬ 
mitments it already made. 

Owner of stolen cow 
accused of threats 

\ilk WILLIAMSBURG 
w — A Maryland farmer 
whose cow was stolen and taken 
to an animal sanctuary in Virgin¬ 
ia is accused of threatening the 
sanctuary’s owner. 

WJZ-TV reported “Life with 
Pigs” owner Ryan Phillips has 
filed a criminal complaint against 
Anthony Scott Braglio, 57, for 
“profane, threatening or indecent 
language over public airways 
or by other means.” The allega¬ 
tion stems from a phone call that 
Phillips secretly recorded after 
Baltimore County, Md., police re¬ 
covered the stolen calf in May. 

Phillips has accused Braglio 
Farms of neglecting the calf; Bal¬ 
timore County investigated and 
found no such evidence. 

Two women are charged with 
stealing the cow. James City 
County police said the common¬ 
wealth’s attorney is reviewing 
Phillips’ complaint. 

Mail delivery to street 
stops over dog attacks 

|fY LOUISVILLE — The 
■ V1 U.S. Postal Service 
has suspended mail delivery to a 
Kentucky street that has a history 
of dog attacks. 

Postal Service spokeswoman 
Susan Wright told The Courier 
Journal that dog attacks have 
been a problem on Girard Drive 
for a long time, and the issue is 
only getting worse. She said a 


mail carrier recently dodged 
three loose dogs on the street. 

Residents are being asked to 
pick up their mail from a nearby 
post office. 

Wright said the service is work¬ 
ing with dog owners to restore 
delivery. 

Police crack down as 
stunts block traffic 

||i|| DETROIT — Detroit 
I v 11 police are cracking 
down on drivers recorded on 
video blocking freeway traffic 
and those doing doughnuts on 
that roadway and elsewhere. 

The video gained attention over 
the weekend on social media. 
Police Chief James Craig told re¬ 
porters Monday that officers are 
inspecting several cars they be¬ 
lieve were involved, including one 
belonging to a Canton man. 

Craig said the 25-year-old has 
been released but his car remains 
impounded. The chief said the 
man is involved in reckless driv¬ 
ing across the city. 

The illegal stunt driving re¬ 
corded along Detroit’s Lodge 
Freeway shows cars backed up 
behind parked vehicles while an¬ 
other spins with tires screeching. 

Museums seek items 
related to Prohibition 

UQ JACKSON — The 
I v I Mississippi Depart¬ 
ment of Archives and History is 
seeking items to tell the story of 
when liquor was illegal. 

An exhibition titled “Missis¬ 
sippi Distilled: Prohibition, Piety, 
and Politics” will open in March 


at the Museum of Mississippi 
History and the Mississippi Civil 
Rights Museum in Jackson.. 

The department said it’s seek¬ 
ing Prohibition enforcement 
items, such as a uniform or badge 
from an officer involved in a raid. 
Collections director Nan Prince 
said museum officials are inter¬ 
ested in “anything related to alco¬ 
hol consumption and production 
in Mississippi,” including pho¬ 
tos of taverns and saloons, and 
artifacts related to temperance 
activists. 

To contribute, email 
collections@mdah.ms.gov. 

Officials: Man grilled 
burger, robbed Wendy’s 

P| JENSEN BEACH 
rL — Florida officials said 
they are looking for a “ham- 
burglar” who broke into two res¬ 
taurants, fixed himself some food, 
and then stole money. 

The Martin County Sheriff’s 
Office said the suspect forced 
his way into a Wendy’s in Jensen 
Beach by smashing a window 
with a brick. He then fired up 
the grill, made a hamburger, and 
walked away with the store’s safe. 


He also went to another Jensen 
Beach eatery, where he helped 
himself to more food and money. 

On Facebook, the office posted 
photos and asked the public to 
help identify the suspect, who 
has a tattoo on his left arm and is 
described as a white man in his 
mid-30s. 

Tardy man accused of 
forging police report 

|UM LISBON — A man 
Iri accused of telling a 
bogus police story as an excuse 
for being late to work is facing 
real charges. 

The Caledonian-Record re¬ 
ported that Paul Neilson, 51, of 
Lisbon, was charged last week 
with forgery, a felony punishable 
by up to seven years in prison. 

Police said he told his boss he 
was late to work on March 11 be¬ 
cause a Lisbon officer gave him 
a warning about his expired car 
registration. When his boss got 
suspicious, police said Neilson 
gave him a letter purportedly 
from the officer. 

The boss contacted police, who 
said they had not had any contact 
with Neilson or written the letter. 


2 accused of theft from 
late Mouseketeer 

An MEDFORD — Two 
lm Southern Oregon 
women face felony charges in 
the theft of a car and jewelry that 
belonged to a former child actor 
found dead in April. 

The Mail Tribune reported 
Wanda Garcia and Lori Declusin 
each face a count of unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle accusing 
them of taking a 1990s Ford Es¬ 
cort station wagon that belonged 
to Dennis Day. 

Day was a founding member 
of the Mickey Mouse Club for 
two seasons in the 1950s. He was 
found dead at his Phoenix, Ore., 
home following a monthslong 
missing person investigation. 

The Jackson County District 
Attorney’s office said Garcia 
faces an additional charge accus¬ 
ing her of stealing and selling a 
brooch that belonged to Day. 

Fiberglass cows 
return in Chicago 

11 CHICAGO — A herd of fi- 
I L berglass cows is returning 
to Chicago to mark the 20-year 
anniversary of a hugely popular 
display that inspired other cities 
to line their streets with statues of 
everything from lobsters to pigs. 

The Chicago Tribune reported 
that for the month of July the 
city is commemorating the 1999 
public art exhibit called “Cows 
on Parade” with what it is call¬ 
ing “Cows Come Home.” Some 20 
cows will be on display. 

From wire reports 
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AP photos 


Clockwise from top left: Letitia 
Wright, Lady Gaga, Adele and 
Claire Foy were among the 842 
people invited to join the Acad¬ 
emy of Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences on Monday. 

Half Of 
Academy 
invites go 
to women 

Associated. Press 

The Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
tures Arts and Sciences on Mon¬ 
day invited 842 members from 
59 countries to the Oscars orga¬ 
nization and, for the first time, 
reached gender parity in its class 
of inductees. 

Half of the new invitees to the 
film academy are women. In 10 
of the 17 branches — including 
directing, writing and producing 
— more women than men were 
invited. This year’s class also in¬ 
cludes 29% people of color. 

That’s a notable turnaround for 
an organization that has sought 
to diversify its ranks following 
criticism for its all-white acting 
nominees in 2015 and 2016. Since 
2015, the group’s female member¬ 
ship has grown from 25% to 32%, 
the academy said. Membership of 
people of color has doubled, from 
8% to 16%. 

To aid in the swift overhaul of 
the academy, the group last year 
invited a record 928 members. 
While smaller, this year’s class 
still ranks as one of the academy’s 
largest in its 92-year history. 

The new invitees include Lady 
Gaga, Sterling K. Brown, Claire 
Foy, Letitia Wright, Tom Holland 
and Adele. Newly invited direc¬ 
tors include “Crazy Rich Asians” 
filmmaker Jon Chu, “The Baba- 
dook” director Jennifer Kent and 
the filmmaking duo of Phil Lord 
and Chris Miller. 

If most accept their invites, the 
academy will number more than 
9,000 members. 

Next year’s Academy Awards 
will be held on Feb. 9, several 
weeks earlier than usual. 


Welcome to her 

nightmare 

Rising star Florence Pugh goes down 
a dark rabbit hole in ‘Midsommar’ 


Florence Pugh plays a young woman who suffers 
a family tragedy before her life takes another dark turn 
in the horror film “Midsommar.” 


Brian Ach, Invision/AP 



By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

H ow does one willingly, even eager¬ 
ly, walk into a sunlit nightmare like 
Ari Aster’s “Midsommar”? For 
British actress Florence Pugh, the 
motivation came while watching the camera 
zoom between Toni Collette’s legs in a par¬ 
ticularly balletic moment during the feverish 
climax of Aster’s debut, “Hereditary.” 

“I remember imagining what she would 
have had to do. I thought: ‘Yeah, I really want 
to be a part of this,’ ” recalls Pugh. “It’s not 
like I go: ‘I really want to play a lady who 
goes insane in a field.’” 

In “Midsommar,” Pugh stars as Dani Ar¬ 
dor, a grief-stricken college student who, 
shortly after her family is killed in a grisly 
manner, joins her long-term boyfriend (Jack 
Reynor) and his friends on a summer trip to 
the pastoral Swedish compound of Harga. 
She goes full of existential dread and rela¬ 
tionship anxiety; their inevitable break-up 
has been merely postponed by Dani’s trage¬ 
dy. The increasingly dark and hallucinogenic 
pagan rituals of a seemingly idyllic ancient 
Swedish cult, it turns out, are less than ideal 
couples therapy. 

The movie, which A24 will release in the¬ 
aters stateside Wednesday, wasn’t a natural 
choice for Pugh, 23. She doesn’t like horror 
movies. But she was drawn by the precision 
of Aster’s choreography, the brokenness of 
his characters and the appeal of jumping 
down a twisted rabbit hole. 

“There was something about her insanity 
at the end that I knew I would enjoy, and I 
knew I needed to do,” Pugh said during a re¬ 
cent interview. “I had never played anyone 
like that before and that was so exciting. She 
doesn’t get better. She gets more confused 
but in that confusion, she is released. And 
that is fascinating.” 

In her short and rapidly expanding career, 



A24/AP 


Vilhelm Blomgren, left, and Florence Pugh 
are pictured in a scene from “Midsommar.” 

Pugh has shown a knack for transformation. 
She has played characters who, with or with¬ 
out sanity intact, come into their own. In her 
2017 breakthrough, William Oldroyd’s “Lady 
Macbeth,” she played a fiery young Victorian 
woman who, having been married into a piti¬ 
less and drab English household, madly seiz¬ 
es her own freedom. In Stephen Merchant’s 
“Fighting with My Family,” released this 
year, she played a working-class English girl 
who conquers long odds and self-doubt to be¬ 
come a WWE professional wrestler. 

“There’s always something appealing 
about a change and about someone brewing 
into their own body and into their own self,” 
says Pugh. 

It would be convenient to say that Pugh, 
too, is brewing into herself. That’s true to a 
certain extent. Days after Pugh spoke, she 
was to begin production on Marvel’s Black 
Widow standalone film, co-starring alongside 
Scarlett Johansson. Later this year, she’ll co- 
star in Greta Gerwig’s “Little Women,” one of 


the year’s most anticipated films. Her fame is 
set to grow exponentially. 

Pugh also seems already fully formed. She 
grew up in a large, creative family in Oxford. 
Her mother teaches dance and two of her sib¬ 
lings also act, including Toby Sebastian who 
appeared in “Game of Thrones.” She has a 
poise and directness to her that, combined 
with the vibrancy of her performances, has 
frequently led to comparisons to Kate Win¬ 
slet. 

“Florence is kind of supematurally confi¬ 
dent,” says Aster. “She’s really not like Dani 
at all. Those meeker qualities are nowhere to 
be found in Florence’s personality.” 

It was “Lady Macbeth” that put Pugh on 
Aster’s radar. They initially Skyped to dis¬ 
cuss the film, but things only came together 
after the director had gone through hundreds 
of auditions. 

“I just had a very strong feeling about her 
after seeing ‘Lady Macbeth.’ In ‘Lady Mac¬ 
beth,’ she plays this impenetrable, poised, 
calculating sociopathic woman. But I could 
see her doing this, which is almost the polar 
opposite,” Aster says. “And also there is a tra¬ 
jectory in the film. I was excited to see her 
realize that arc.” 

Pugh’s performance in “Midsommar” is 
multi-layered. Her Dani is haunted by an un¬ 
fathomable sorrow, anxious with insecurity 
in her relationship and riddled with confu¬ 
sion at her surroundings. She’s utterly alone, 
in the strangest of places. 

“I knew that her grief, her pain, her con¬ 
stant tightrope of avoiding emotions, it 
needed to be exactly how someone would 
deal with the scenario they were in. And I’ve 
never come close to feeling any of that. In my 
life, I’ve never witnessed grief like that or 
seen someone go through that level of pain,” 
says Pugh. “To get it perfect, I knew, would 
be so exhilarating and the payoff would be a 
fantastic feeling — which it was.” 


Cardi B denied trademark on signature phrase, ‘Okurr’ 


From wire reports 

Cardi B tried to trademark her purported 
signature phrase, “Okurrr.” 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
said, “oh no.” 

According to CNN, the platinum-selling 
rapper’s attorney Doreen Small filed ap¬ 
plications on behalf of Cardi B’s company, 
Washpoppin, Inc. to trademark the popu¬ 
lar catchphrase in March to use it on paper 


goods, such as cups and posters, and clothing, 
like T-shirts and undergarments. The patent 
office refused to register that trademark be¬ 
cause it is a “commonplace term, message, or 
expression widely used by a variety of sourc¬ 
es that merely conveys an ordinary, familiar, 
well-recognized concept or sentiment.” 

They also noted how the expression is 
“commonly used in the drag community and 
by celebrities as an alternate way of saying 
‘OK’ or ‘something that is said to affirm when 


someone is being put in their place.’” 

When she hosted “The Tonight Show” last 
year, the Grammy Award winner said it was 
like saying “OK” in a new way since “OK is 
played out.” “You know, it’s like a cold pigeon 
in New York City,” Cardi B said, explaining 
there are different variations of the phrase 
depending on the situation. 

The “Press” lyricist used the phrase dur¬ 
ing her Pepsi commercial, which premiered 
during the Super Bowl this year. 
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By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

R epresented as a line graph, his¬ 
torical statistics on the public 
debt of the United States look like 
a jagged mountain range. 

There are peaks where the debt grew to 
pay for each of the nation’s wars or interna¬ 
tional conflicts, from the fight for indepen¬ 
dence to the late Cold War arms race under 
President Ronald Reagan. The subsequent 
peace dividends appear as debt-decline 
valleys. Major increases also occur during 
the Great Depression of the 1930s and the 
Great Recession of 2008-09. 

What accounts for the current ramp-up 
in the debt, at a time of relative peace and 
steady if unspectacular economic expan¬ 
sion? On June 25 the Congressional Budget 
Office reported that, under the most po¬ 
litically realistic forecast, the debt will hit 
105% of gross domestic product by 2029, a 
level not seen since World War II. 

Obviously, federal spending exceeds rev¬ 
enue, as it has every fiscal year since 2002. 
On a deeper level, though, the explanation 
is that the United States is at war — with 
itself. It is manifestly not a shooting war 
such as the one between 1861 and 1865, 
which drove the federal debt to a then-re- 
cord of just over 30% of GDP. 

Yet polarized and mutually distrustful 
Republicans and Democrats are engaged 
in a Cold Civil War, and have been for 
years, even before the Trump presidency. 
The impasse has rendered impossible the 
compromises and trade-offs — tax in¬ 
creases and spending cuts, or some com¬ 
bination thereof — needed to adjust the 
existing array of government programs to 
modern priorities and to available national 
resources. Two such deals in centrism’s 
last heyday, the 1990s, helped create a bal¬ 
anced budget from fiscal 1998 through fis¬ 
cal 2001, the first and only ones of the past 


By Jason Rezaian 
The Washington Post 

I ran’s announcement Monday that 
it has surpassed the limit of low-en¬ 
riched uranium it could stockpile 
under the 2015 nuclear agreement is 
an important development. 

But in the long and twisted history of 
U.S. tensions with the Islamic Republic, 
it’s not that big a deal. In fact, in light of the 
military strikes that were being planned in 
response to Iran’s downing of a U.S. drone, 
this latest raising of the stakes was to be 
expected. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif said the move to amass ura¬ 
nium beyond the 300-kilogram cap in the 
deal was a warning to Europe. He gave 
notice that Iran could also reduce other 
commitments it signed onto in the agree¬ 
ment if the other parties — specifically the 
European Union — don’t start living up to 
their end of the deal. 

But Tehran is also using the decision to 
send a message to Washington. 

Both sides have been ratcheting up the 
antagonism for more than a year. Remem¬ 
ber it was President Donald Trump who 
decided to pull the United States out of the 
deal in May 2018, setting off what would be 
best described as a manufactured crisis. 

Until now, despite Washington’s in¬ 
crease of punitive sanctions on Iran and 
the heightened rhetoric in both capitals, 
Iran’s leaders have taken a wait-and-see 
approach, aiming to maintain the deal for 
as long as possible while hoping that Eu¬ 
rope would begin delivering on promised 
economic relief. 

Tehran’s calculations appear to be shift- 


half-century. 

In more recent years, however, politi¬ 
cians keep the government more or less 
going via short-term deals (usually in¬ 
creasing outlays on existing programs 
and priorities) and borrowing, borrowing, 
borrowing — to the tune of 42 out of every 
1,000 dollars the U.S. economy will pro¬ 
duce in the current fiscal year, according 
to the CBO. 

Who fired the first shot? Certainly Re¬ 
publicans have demanded tax cuts and 
Democrats have protected every dollar of 
Medicare and Social Security with near¬ 
equal ferocity. 

At the moment, however, Republicans 
seem especially blameworthy. Following 
President Donald Trump’s lead, they used 
their 2017-18 majority in Congress to cut 
taxes by $1.5 trillion over the next decade 
while boosting defense spending and aban¬ 
doning their supposed interest in entitle¬ 
ment reform. 

Republicans claimed, as usual, that tax 
cuts would produce enough new economic 
growth to offset increased debt. The CBO 
says that hasn’t happened and probably 
won’t, but the combination of higher spend¬ 
ing and lower taxes over the past year has 
goosed the economy so Americans aren’t 
inclined to worry about deficits. A Janu¬ 
ary Pew Research Center survey found 
that 48% of Americans said reducing the 
federal deficit should be a top policy pri¬ 
ority, down from 72% in 2013, at the start 
of President Barack Obama’s second term. 
The decline was slightly greater among 
Republicans. 

No wonder the Democratic candidates to 
replace Trump feel justified in proposing 
huge new tax increases and huge new pro¬ 
grams on which to spend them, ignoring 
deficit reduction. The CBO’s latest deficit 
projections did not even come up at their 
debates last week. 

The “budget constraint” — economic 


ing, though, and the regime is now testing 
the patience and flexibility of world pow¬ 
ers at a time when all channels of commu¬ 
nications with the United States have been 
exhausted. And yet Trump’s impromptu 
meeting with North Korea leader Kim Jong 
Un over the weekend has certainly piqued 
the Islamic Republic’s curiosity about the 
possibility of similar outreach. 

Trump has been publicly and privately 
begging for a meeting with Iranian Presi¬ 
dent Hassan Rouhani or the country’s su¬ 
preme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, for 
months. He claims that his only precondi¬ 
tion to new negotiations with Iran would be 
that it agrees to never get a nuclear weap¬ 
on. Once that happens, Trump promises, 
“They’re going to have a wealthy coun¬ 
try, they’re going to be so happy, and I’m 
going to be their best friend. I hope that 
happens.” 

For now, though, Iran’s leaders are play¬ 
ing hard to get. “I do not see Trump as wor¬ 
thy of any message exchange, and I do not 
have any reply for him, now or in future,” 
Khamenei told Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, who made an official visit to 
Tehran last month. 

History, though, shows that Khamenei 
will likely agree to fresh negotiations but 
probably not for a while. For one, a soft¬ 
ening of his position would be a sign of 
weakness he can hardly afford with an in¬ 
creasingly restless population. But perhaps 
even more importantly, if Trump’s own re¬ 
cord is an indication, his offer to talk is not 
likely to be rescinded. 

In the short term, Iran hoped that Euro¬ 
pean governments and companies would 
stand up to U.S. pressure and deliver on fi¬ 
nancial commitments under the deal. De¬ 


jargon for the need to fit spending priori¬ 
ties within limited resources — has be¬ 
come a nonfactor in American government 
and politics. Unless and until some outside 
force reimposes it, the budget constraint 
may not come back. 

Once upon a time, fear of “bond market 
vigilantes,” who might stop buying Uncle 
Sam’s IOUs without crippling interest rate 
increases, kept tax cutters and free spend¬ 
ers in check. 

The CBO report duly warns that the 
nation’s debt path may “increase the risk 
of a ... situation in which the interest rate 
on federal debt rises abruptly because in¬ 
vestors have lost confidence in the U.S. 
government’s fiscal position.” 

Current reality, though, is that the global 
financial markets are swimming in sav¬ 
ings and that foreign investors are eager to 
buy Treasurys, seeing them as a less risky 
alternative to other investments, according 
to a June 13 Wall Street Journal report. 

Foreign holdings of U.S. debt have grown 
from $1 trillion to $6 trillion over the past 
two decades, even though purchases by 
the biggest holders, Japan and China, have 
started to level off. 

Maybe the U.S. now exports financial 
safety the way other countries export cars. 
Wealthy people in emerging markets get 
their BMWs from Germany — and their 
“money good” promises-to-pay from the 
Treasury Department. If we can get away 
with funding our government this way, 
why not? 

A less upbeat interpretation, however, is 
that foreign financing is enabling the U.S. 
to indulge its penchant for dysfunctional po¬ 
litical warfare, leaving the federal govern¬ 
ment committed to old, suboptimal policies 
and, over time, undermining the stability 
and rule of law that make this country a 
financial haven in the first place. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist Charles 
Lane specializes in economic and fiscal policy. 


spite a new bartering mechanism designed 
to keep money from trade with Europe 
flowing into Iran, the results have been 
negligible. 

The United States has made its position 
clear, as it will sanction entities it finds 
trading with Iran. Brian Hook, the State 
Department special representative for 
Iran, said last week, “You can’t do business 
with the United States and Iran.” 

That’s not a difficult choice for any inter¬ 
national business. Investors won’t risk put¬ 
ting their money into Iran if it jeopardizes 
their trade with the United States. 

Iran is waiting to see what happens in 
the 2020 U.S. presidential elections. The 
leaders in Tehran are convinced that they 
can weather the economic difficulties cur¬ 
rently facing the country for at least the 
next 18 months. But they are beginning 
to come to terms with the possibility that 
Trump might very well be reelected. They 
know that the status quo of a tense nonre¬ 
lationship with Washington under brutal 
economic sanctions will not be sustainable 
for another five years. 

It has been said before that Iran’s lead¬ 
ers play chess while U.S. leaders are play¬ 
ing checkers. That’s giving Tehran far 
too much credit. A much better analogy 
for the current situation would be a game 
of high-stakes poker — one in which, as 
usual, Iran’s leaders have a small stack 
of chips and are overplaying a poor hand. 
Now Trump has shown all of his cards. The 
question is: Who will fold first? 

Jason Rezaian is a writer for The Washington 
Post’s Global Opinions. He served as The Post’s 
correspondent in Tehran from 2012 to 2016. He 
spent 544 days unjustly imprisoned by Iranian 
authorities until his release in January 2016. 


Iran will negotiate with Trump, but on its timetable 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Group eager to lodge Amazon, Google complaints 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Walmart is a member of a U.S. retail group that is looking to help antitrust enforcers in an investigation 
into whether the tech giants are harming competition. 


Retailers look to aid 
antitrust investigation 
into the tech giants 

By Naomi Nix 

Bloomberg 

A leading U.S. retail group, 
whose members include Walmart, 
is eager to aid antitrust enforc¬ 
ers that are poised to investigate 
whether Amazon and Alphabet’s 
Google are harming competition. 

The Retail Industry Leaders 
Association, which also represents 
Target and Best Buy among oth¬ 
ers, said it’s prepared to present 
their concerns to the Justice De¬ 
partment and the Federal Trade 
Commission, which have carved 
up antitrust oversight of Silicon 
Valley’s biggest companies. 

“It’s pretty clear to us that the 
FTC and different relevant regu¬ 
lators should be taking a much 
closer look at these platform com¬ 
panies,” Nicholas Ahrens, vice 
president of innovation for RILA, 
said in an interview. “We are here 
to help.” 

RILA joins a slew of compa¬ 
nies, including Oracle, Yelp, Trip- 
advisor and News Corp., that have 
raised concerns about competitive 
harm from dominant technology 
platforms. 

The retailers’ group has already 
laid out its views on competition 
issues to the House Judiciary’s 
antitrust subcommittee, which is 
investigating the technology in¬ 
dustry, Ahrens said. 

The group wrote a letter to the 
FTC dated Sunday arguing that 
the tech platforms create an “in¬ 
formation bottleneck” that has the 
power to skew markets and cir¬ 
cumvent the traditional power of 
price competition. 


RILA also raised concerns 
about how tech companies may 
compromise the brands of retail¬ 
ers, favor their own products over 
sellers on their platforms, accu¬ 
mulate data about competitors 
and allow for the proliferation of 
counterfeit goods. 

It should be “quite concerning 
to the commission that Amazon 
and Google control the majority 
of all internet product search, and 
can very easily affect whether and 
how price and product informa¬ 
tion actually reaches consumers,” 
the trade group said in a letter re¬ 
sponding to a series of hearings 
the agency held on competition 
policy. 

Representatives for Amazon 
and Google didn’t immediately re¬ 
spond to requests for comment. 

The FTC has claimed oversight 
of probes of Facebook Inc. and 
Amazon, while the Justice Depart¬ 
ment is set to scrutinize Google 
and Apple Inc., Bloomberg has 


reported. Separately, the House 
Judiciary’s antitrust subcommit¬ 
tee kicked off a broad antitrust 
investigation into the technology 
industry last month with a hear¬ 
ing on how Google and Facebook 
have affected the news industry. 

RILA said it agrees with sen¬ 
timents echoed by Makan Del- 
rahim, the head of the Justice 
Department’s antitrust division, 
and more than 40 attorneys gen¬ 
eral that prices shouldn’t be the 
sole measure of harm. 

It’s “the combination of infor¬ 
mation control and market power 
that should worry antitrust regu¬ 
lators the most,” the letter said. 
“That unhealthy combination ex¬ 
ists at the level of the internet’s 
pipelines, at the level of product 
search, in webhosting, on social 
media platforms and elsewhere.” 

The group also pointed to Am¬ 
azon’s perceived dominance of 
e-commerce, where it has nearly 
50% of U.S. online sales. 


Since it’s both a retailer and a 
marketplace for third-party sell¬ 
ers, Amazon has drawn scrutiny 
over whether it uses its clout and 
huge amount of sales data to give 
itself a leg up over smaller vendors 
— an issue the European Union is 
already investigating and which 
prompted calls by 2020 presiden¬ 
tial hopeful Elizabeth Warren to 
break up the online retailer and 
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other tech platforms. 

Amazon claims it actually only 
holds a small percentage of the 
total retail market in the U.S. and 
faces formidable competition from 
the likes of Walmart. 

“RILA does not file this com¬ 
ment to complain about compe¬ 
tition from Facebook, Google, 
Amazon, Visa, or any other tech¬ 
nology or payments platform,” the 
group said. 

“Indeed, retail leaders comment 
to ask for more competition, not 
less. But all competition must be 
on a fair and level playing field.” 
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British pound.$1.2636 

Canada (Dollar).1.3122 

China (Yuan).6.8731 

Denmark (Krone). 6.6055 
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Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8031 
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Japan (Yen).108.14 
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Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 3.7497 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3556 

South Korea (Won).1,166.13 

Switzerland (Franc). 0.9882 

Thailand (Baht).30.64 

Turkey (New Lira). 5.6548 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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AT THE RISK 
OF SOUNDING TOO 
OPTIMISTIC, UJE SHOULD 
BE BRIMMING WITH 


EXCELLENCE BY 
NIGHTFALL. 









I Want t»o rodk & 
roll on o^dadjon, 
anJ -party every 
ovtde in a while. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Limbs 
5 Devious 
8 Cushy 

12 Beige 

13 2016 Olympics 
city 

14 Say it’s so 

15 First-rate 

17 Showroom 
sample 

18 Dunkable treat 

19 Noah’s landfall 
21 Olympic skater 

Michelle 

24 Ordinal suffix 

25 Fuzzy fruit 
28 Use a sponge 
30 Early hrs. 

33 Equal (Pref.) 

34 Talk-show group 

35 Snooze 

36 Business 
card no. 

37 Caustic 
cleaners 

38 End-of-wk. cry 

39 Winter ailment 
41 Fly high 
43 “Count me in!” 

46 Seoul setting 

50 Thailand, once 

51 Famed designer 
of bridal 
gowns 

54 “— Karenina” 

55 Hosp. area 

56 Deco artist 

57 Small barrels 

7-3 

EG MUJ ZAJZOA KWA 

ZOKIIEIP K VJIXZEWKVT 

UDEOA PJOGEIP, KWA MDAT JI 

K VJOOSXEJI VJSWXA? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT DO YOU THINK 
CERTAIN MOUSELIKE MAMMALS USE WHEN 
THEY PAINT THEIR CLAWS RED? SHREW 
POLISH. 


58 Parking place 

59 Some July 
babies 

DOWN 

1 Lascivious 

2 Repeat 

3 Wide smile 

4 Japanese 
automaker 

5 Madrid Mrs. 

6 Architect Maya 

7 Meditative 
practice 

8 Nasser’s 
successor 

9 Eave 

10 Disaster aid org. 

11 Jog 

16 “Incidentally,” 
in a text 

20 Stagger 

22 Vacationing 


23 Dressed to the — 

25 Young fox 

26 British verb 
ending 

27 Mozart’s first 
name 

29 Cuban money 

31 Avril follower 

32 Tanning lotion 
letters 

34 Jack Horner’s 
prize 

38 Mason’s tool 
40 Tibetan monks 

42 Alias abbr. 

43 Author Dinesen 

44 Coal source 

45 Satan’s forte 

47 Scarce 

48 Within (Pref.) 

49 Mellows 

52 Green prefix 

53 Boring routine 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals P 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


CONCACAF Gold Cup 

QUARTERFINALS 
Saturday, June 29 
At Houston 

Haiti 3, Canada 2 

Mexico 1, Costa Rica 1, Mexico wins 5- 
I on penalty kicks 

Sunday, June 30 
At Philadelphia 

Jamaica 1, Panama 0 
United States 1, Curacao 0 


Pro basketball 

1 

AP sportlight 

1 

Deals 


Philadelphia 9 

D.C. United 8 

Montreal 9 

Atlanta 9 

New York 8 

New York City FC 6 
Toronto FC 6 

Orlando City 6 

New England 5 

Chicago 4 

Columbus 
Cincinnati 


Los Angeles FC 11 2 

LA Galaxy 10 7 

Seattle 8 4 

FC Dallas 7 7 

San Jose 7 6 

Minnesota United 7 7 

Houston 7 6 

Real Salt Lake 7 8 

Portland 6 8 

Vancouver 4 7 

Colorado s q 

Sporting KC 


Note: Three points for victory, r . 
point for tie. 

Saturday, June 29 
Minnesota United 7, Cincinnati 1 
Atlanta 2, Montreal 1 
New York City FC 4, Philadelphia 2 
New England 2, Houston 1 
Orlando City 2, Columbus 0 
Toronto FC 1, D.C. United 1, tie 
Real Salt Lake 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
San Jose 3, LA Galaxy 0 
Seattle 1, Vancouver 0 

Sunday, June 30 
Portland 1, FC Dallas 0 

Wednesday's games 
Seattle at New York City FC 
Philadelphia at Orlando City 
Atlanta at Chicago 
San Jose at Minnesota United 
Los Angeles FC at Sporting Kansas City 
New York at Houston 
Columbus at Real Salt Lake 
Thursday’s games 
D.C. United at FC Dallas 
New England at Colorado 
Toronto FC at LA Galaxy 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at Philadelphia 
Houston at Cincinnati 
Minnesota United at Montreal 
Seattle at Columbus 
Chicago at Sporting Kansas City 
Real Salt Lake at San Jose 
Vancouver at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday’s games 
New York at Atlanta 
Portland at New York City FC 


NWSL 


Portland 
Washington 
Reign FC 
Utah 

North Carolina 
Chicago 
Houston 
Orlando 
Sky Blue FC 
Note: ~ 


W L T PtS GF GA 

5 1 4 19 19 12 

5 2 3 18 14 7 

4 1 5 17 11 9 

5 3 2 17 " " 


. 16 19 10 

2 14 16 16 

4 13 11 13 

2 5 8 24 

2 2 6 14 

Three points for victory, one 


point for tie. 

Friday, June 28 

Reign FC 2, Utah 0 
Saturday, June 29 
North Carolina 2, Washington 1 
Portland 2, Houston 1 
Sunday, June 30 
Chicago 3, Orlando 2 

Friday’s games 
Houston at North Carolina 
Reign FC at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
Washington at Orlando 
Sky Blue FC at Chicago 
Friday, July 12 
Utah at Sky Blue FC 

Saturday, July 13 
Reign FC at North Carolina 
Chicago at Houston 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Washington 9 3 .750 - 

Connecticut 9 4 .692 Zi 

Chicago 6 6 .500 3 

New York 5 7 .417 4 

Indiana 5 9 .357 5 

Atlanta 2 8 .200 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 




Las Vegas 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Minnesota 
Phoenix 

Sunday’s 

New York 74, Atlar_ 

Dallas 89, Minnesota 86 
Los Angeles 94, Chicago 69 
Phoenix 69, Seattle 67 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Chicago at Las Vegas 
Atlanta at Minnesota 

Wednesday’s games 
New York at Seattle 


L Pet 


6 .571 - 

6 .500 1 

6 .500 1 

5 .500 1 

“ .364 Vh 


Tuesday, July 2 
At Glendale, Ariz. 

Haiti vs. Mexico 

Wednesday, July 3 
At Nashville, Tenn. 

Jamaica vs. United States 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sunday, July 7 
At Chicago 
Semifinal winners 

MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

— ' T Pts GF GA 

5 32 34 25 

7 31 25 19 

3 30 24 31 

2 29 23 15 


World rankings 


27 30 20 

26 27 19 

- . . 23 30 31 

6 8 3 21 24 22 

5 8 5 20 20 35 

4 7 7 19 26 27 

5 11 2 17 16 27 

3 13 2 11 15 42 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

— ' T Pts GF GA 


37 39 14 

1 31 24 22 

5 29 27 21 

5 26 27 25 

4 25 28 27 

3 24 30 26 

3 24 22 22 

2 23 24 28 

2 20 25 28 

8 20 21 25 

19 28 36 
19 27 29 


Through June 30 

1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Dustin Johnson 

3. Rory Mcllroy 

4. Justin Rose 

5. Tiger Woods 

5. Francesco Molinari 
7 . Justin Thomas 
3. Bryson DeChambeau 
9. Patrick Cantlay 
0. Xander Schauffele 

1. Jon Rahm 

2. Gary Woodland 

3. Matt Kuchar 

4. Rickie Fowler 

5. Paul Casey 

6. Adam Scott 

7. Tony Finau 
B. Jason Day 

9. Webb Simpson 
0. Tommy Fleetwood 

1. Louis Oosthuizen 

2. Marc Leishman 

3. Bubba Watson 

4. Matt Wallace 

5. Patrick Reed 

6. Chez Reavie 

7. Kevin Kisner 
B. Phil Mickelson 
9. Keegan Bradley 

0. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

1. Hideki Matsuyama 

2. Kevin Na 

3. Sergio Garcia 

4. Jordan Spieth 

5. Shane Lowry 

6. Eddie Pepperell 

7. Ian Poulter 

B. Henrik Stenson 
9. Rafa Cabrera Bello 
0. Billy Horschel 

1. Cameron Smith 

2. Brandt Snedeker 

3. Tyrrell Hatton 

4. Haotong Li 

5. Alex Noren 

6. Jim Furyk 

7. C.T. Pan 

B. Lucas Bjerregaard 
9. Justin Harding 


5.67 

5.47 

5.35 

5.24 

5.19 


ENG 

ENG 

SWE 


ENG 

CHN 

SWE 


3.16 

3.16 

3.14 


2.50 

2.50 

2.47 


PGA Tour statistics 

Through June 30 

Scoring Average 

1, Patrick Cantlay, 69.095. 2, Rory Mc¬ 
llroy, 69.129. 3, Dustin Johnson, 69.350. 4, 
Brooks Koepka, 69.402. 5, Webb Simpson, 
69.442. 6, Matt Kuchar, 69.507. 7, Adam 
Scott, 69.555. 8, Justin Rose, 69.597. 9, 
Tiger Woods, 69.692. 10, Justin Thomas, 
69.701. 

Driving Distance 

1, Cameron Champ, 317.1. 2, Rory Mc¬ 
llroy, 315.3. 3, Luke List, 313.8. 4, Bubba 
Watson, 312.3. 5, Dustin Johnson, 312.1. 
6, Tony Finau, 311.5. 7, Wyndham Clark, 
311.3. 8, Seth Reeves, 310.9. 9, Grayson 
Murray, 310.0. 10, Lucas Bjerregaard, 
309.8. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 

1, Chez Reavie, 75.44%. 2, Jim Furyk, 
74.83%. 3, Ryan Moore, 73.63%. 4, Ryan 
Armour, 73.42%. 5, Henrik Stenson, 
73.12%. 6, Andrew Landry, 71.90%. 7, Bri¬ 
an Stuard, 70.87%. 8, Brian Gay, 70.66%. 
9, Brice Garnett, 70.61%. 10, Matt Kuchar, 


. Corey Conners, 72.41%. 2, Justin 
Thomas, 71.90%. 3, Tiger Woods, 71.48%. 
4, Matt Kuchar, 71.33%. 5, Charles How¬ 
ell III, 70.85%. 6, Talor Gooch, 70.60%. 7, 
Brooks Koepka, 70.44%. 8, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 70.37%. 9, Jim Furyk, 70.30%. 10, 
Cameron Champ, 69.98%. 

Total Driving 

1, Brendan Steele, 65.2, Paul Casey, 70. 
3, Gary Woodland, 75.4, Bryson DeCham¬ 
beau, 77. 5, Louis Oosthuizen, 97. 6 (tie), 
Keegan Bradley and Emiliano Grillo, 105. 


1, Denny McCarthy, .826. 2, Graeme 
McDowell, .789. 3, Andrew Putnam, .780. 
4, Justin Rose, .778. 5, Vaughn Taylor, 
.749. 6, Jordan Spieth, .713. 7, Brandt 
Snedeker, .697. 8, Dominic Bozzelli, .684. 
9, Wyndham Clark, .677. 10, Aaron Bad- 
deley, .654. 


July 3 

1920 — Suzanne Lenglen beats Doro¬ 
thea Chambers a second straight year 
(6-3,6-0) to win the women’s singles title 
at Wimbledon. 

1925 — Suzanne Lenglen wins her 
sixth and final women's singles title at 
Wimbledon, easily beating Joan Fry, 6-2, 


ing k 

Young Stribling at 2:46 of the 15th round 
to retain the world heavyweight title in 
Cleveland. 

1951 — Sam Snead wins his third PGA 
Championship with a 7 and 6 victory over 
Walter Burkemo at Oakmont (Pa.) Coun¬ 
try Club. 

1966 — Atlanta pitcher Tony Cloninger 
becomes the first National League player 
to hit two grand slams in one game. He 
adds a single for nine RBIs in a 17-3 tri¬ 
umph over San Francisco. 

1976 — Bjorn Borg beats llie Nastase 
6-4,6-2,9-7, to win his first men’s singles 
title at Wimbledon. 

1983 — Calvin Smith sets the 100-me¬ 
ter world record at Colorado Springs, 
with a run of 9.93 seconds. He breaks the 
previous record of 9.95 set by Jim Hines 
in 1968. 


6-0. 


Birdie Average 

1, Gary Woodland, 4.70. 2, Justin 
Thomas, 4.58.3, Aaron Wise, 4.44.4, Tiger 
Woods, 4.43. 5 (tie), Patrick Cantlay and 
Bryson DeChambeau, 4.42. 7, Rory Mcll¬ 
roy, 4.38. 8, Brooks Koepka, 4.32. 9, Ryan 
Palmer, 4.31.10, 2 tied with 4.30. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1, Rory Mcllroy, 75.0. 2, Paul Casey, 
76.2. 3, Justin Thomas, 78.0. 4, Tommy 
Fleetwood, 88.0. 5, Keith Mitchell, 90.0. 6, 
Sam Burns, 99.7. 7, Brooks Koepka, 100.0. 
8, Rickie Fowler, 101.5. 9, Kevin Na, 102.0. 
10, Adam Long, 104.4. 

Sand Save Percentage 
1, Ernie Els, 65.75%. 2, Francesco Moli¬ 
nari, 65.57%. 3, Dustin Johnson, 63.93%. 4, 
Tommy Fleetwood, 63.89%. 5, Sam Ryder, 
62.39%. 6, Russell Knox, 61.80%. 7, Matt 
Kuchar, 61.64%. 8, Justin Rose, 61.63%. 9, 
Webb Simpson, 61.62%. 10, Martin Kay- 
mer, 61.43%. 

All-Around Ranking 
1, Rory Mcllroy, 239. 2, Justin Thom¬ 
as, 260. 3, Brooks Koepka, 266. 4, Matt 
Kuchar, 267. 5, Jason Day, 270. 6, Xander 
Schauffele, 304. 7, Gary Woodland, 341. 
8, Rickie Fowler, 342. 9, Tiger Woods, 360. 
10, Jon Rahm, 363. 

PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 


1,107 


1,003 


1. Matt Kuchar 2,287 

2. Brooks Koepka 2,198 

3. Rory Mcllroy 2,195 

4. Xander Schauffele 1,817 

5. Gary Woodland 1,789 

6. Patrick Cantlay 1,658 

7. Dustin Johnson 1,631 

8. Paul Casey 1,541 

9. Justin Rose 1,308 

10. Rickie Fowler 1,293 

11. Jon Rahm 1,283 

12. Chez Reavie 1,272 

13. Marc Leishman 1,215 

14. Charles Howell III 1,125 

15. Justin Thomas 1,120 

16. Adam Scott 

17. Kevin Kisner 

18. Tony Finau 

19. Tiger Woods 

20. Ryan Palmer 

21. Francesco Molinari 985 

22. Sung Kang 980 

23. Webb Simpson 974 

24. Scott Piercy 958 

25. Bryson DeChambeau 948 

26. Sungjae Im 939 

27. Phil Mickelson 896 

28. Brandt Snedeker 893 

29. Corey Conners 891 

30. C.T. Pan 890 

31. Hideki Matsuyama 879 

32. Keith Mitchell 861 

33. Kevin Tway 858 

34. Jason Day 844 

35. Jim Furyk 833 

36. Andrew Putnam 810 

37. J.B. Holmes 804 

38. Kevin Na 802 

39. Lucas Glover 761 

40. Nate Lashley 759 

41. Rory Sabbatini 758 

42. Jason Kokrak 751 

43. Tommy Fleetwood 743 

44. Max Homa 735 

45. Graeme McDowell 724 

46. Si Woo Kim 722 

47. Joel Dahmen 710 

48. Keegan Bradley 686 

49. Adam Hadwin 677 

50. Billy Horschel 674 

51. Adam Long 672 

52. Louis Oosthuizen 665 

53. Ryan Moore 648 

54. Emiliano Grillo 646 

55. Cameron Champ 639 

56. Rafa Cabrera Bello 637 

57. Danny Lee 625 

58. Abraham Ancer 622 

59. Sergio Garcia 616 

60. Ian Poulter 601 

61. Kevin Streelman 584 

62. Patrick Reed 568 

63. Charley Hoffman 559 

64. Matt Every 548 

65. Vaughn Taylor 539 

66. Shane Lowry 537 

67. Kiradech Aphibarnrat531 

68. Chesson Hadley 526 

69. Brian Stuard 523 

70. Jhonattan Vegas 521 


Money 

$6,166,194 

$7,289,444 

$6,989,374 

$5,374,171 

$5,556,461 

$4,766,188 

$5,297,249 

$3,955,934 

$3,822,428 

$3,436,710 

$3,657,410 

$3,498,484 

$3,172,467 

$2,701,949 

$2,857,009 

$3,381,541 

$2,898,269 

$2,993,259 

$3,158,915 

$2,649,926 

$3,259,090 

$2,726,948 

$2,647,741 

$2,496,994 

$2,458,242 

$2,298,571 

$2,340,411 

$2,362,778 

$2,361,542 

$2,167,824 

$2,402,638 

$2,275,372 

$1,977,025 

$2,528,917 

$2,515,906 

$2,073,584 

$2,020,382 

$2,170,382 

$1,871,976 

$1,855,502 

$1,899,291 

$1,804,946 

$2,125,653 

$1,938,739 

$1,624,429 

$1,862,223 

$1,838,170 

$1,782,232 

$1,647,255 

$1,656,821 

$1,511,807 

$1,838,764 

$1,598,088 

$1,655,864 

$1,572,908 

$1,763,608 

$1,507,661 

$1,623,950 

$1,693,939 

$1,626,156 

$1,531,454 

$1,347,959 

$1,423,611 

$1,385,179 

$1,304,954 

$1,509,879 

$1,542,706 

$1,363,914 

$1,262,516 

$1,495,750 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned LHP 
Tanner Scott to Norfolk (IL). Selected 
the contract of RHP Tom Eshelman from 
Norfolk. Transferred LHP Josh Rogers 
to the 60-day IL. Acquired RHP Asher 
Wojciechowski from Cleveland for cash 
considerations and assigned him to Nor¬ 
folk. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned RHP 
Mike Shawaryn to Pawtucket (IL). Re¬ 
turned IB Sam Travis to Pawtucket. Rein¬ 
stated INF Tzu-Wei Lin from the 10-day IL 
and optioned him to Pawtucket. Recalled 
1B/OF Steve Pearce from rehabilitation 
assignment. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent RHP Dan¬ 
ny Salazar to the AZL Indians Blue for a 
rehab assignment. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned SS Ronny 
Rodriguez to Toledo (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Sent OF-DH Hunter 
Pence to Frisco (PCL) and C Isiah Kiner- 
Falefa to Corpus Christi (TL) for rehab 
assignments. Designated RHP Shelby 
Miller for assignment. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Placed RHP An¬ 
thony Swarzak on the 10-day IL, retroac¬ 
tive to June 29. Recalled RHP Chad So- 
botka from Gwinnett (IL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Designated LHP 
Zach Duke for assignment. Recalled RHP 
Jimmy Herget from Louisville (IL). 

NEW YORK METS - Assigned LHP 
Ryan O’Rourke outright to Syracuse (IL). 
Sent RHP Jeurys Familia to Syracuse for 
a rehab assignment. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Assigned 
RHP Fernando Salas outright to Lehigh 
Valley (IL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Signed RHP 
J.C. Flowers, INF Ethan Paul, OF-2B Jake 
Snider and C Marshall Gilbert to minor 
league contracts 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
RHP Dereck Rodriguez to Sacramento 
(PCL). Recalled OF Austin Slater from 
Sacramento. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed F Cam 
Reddish. 

CHICAGO BULLS - Signed G Coby 
White. 

INDIANA PACERS - Signed F JaKeenan 
Gant and Gs Brian Bowen II, C.J. Wilcox. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Signed G 
Zach Norvell Jr. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Signed G Ivan 
Prosvetov to a three-year entry-level 
contract; C Andy Miele and D Aaron Ness 
to two-year, two-way contracts; and F 
Beau Bennett to a one-year, two-way 
contract. 

BOSTON BRUINS - Signed Connor 
Clifton to a three-year contract exten¬ 
sion through the 2022-23 season. Signed 
F Par Lindholm to a two-year contract, Fs 
Ryan Fitzgerald, Brett Ritchie, Brendan 
Gaunce, and G Maxime Lagace to one- 
year contracts. Signed D Josiah Didier to 
an AHL contract. 

BUFFALO SABRES - Signed F Jean- 
Sebastien Dea to a two-year contract; G 
Andrew Hammond, F Curtis Lazar and D 
John Gilmour to one-year contracts. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Signed G Cam 
Talbot to a one-year contract, F Charlie 
Brown Jr. to a two-way contract and D 
Brandon Davidson and F Byron Froese to 
one-year, two-way contracts. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Signed G 
Petr Mrazek to a two-year contract. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Agreed 
to terms with F Ryan Carpenter on a 
three-year contract through the 2021- 
22 season and with F David Kampf on a 
two-year contract extension through the 
2020-21 season and G Robin Lehner on a 
one-year contract. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Signed F 
Joonas Donskoi to a four-year contract. 
Agreed to terms with F Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare on a two-year contract. Re¬ 
signed F Colin Wilson to a one-year con- 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS - Signed F 
Gustav Nyquist to a four-year contract. 
Re-signed G Joonas Korpisalo to a one- 
year contract and D Ryan Murray to a 
two-year contract. 

DALLAS STARS - Named John Ste¬ 
vens assistant coach. Signed F Joe Pave- 
leski to a three-year contract through 
the 2021-22 season; C Tanner Kero to a 
two-year contract and RW Corey Perry, D 
Andrej Sekera and Reece Scarlett to one- 
year contracts. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Signed C Valt- 
teri Filppula, D Patrik Nemeth and G Cal¬ 
vin Pickard to two-year contracts. 

EDMONTON OILERS - Signed Fs Ju- 
jhar Khaira and Alex Chiasson to two- 


Fight schedule 

July 6 

At Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, Nordine 
Oubaali vs. Arthur Villanueva, 12, for 
Oubaali’s WBC World bantamweight 
title; Zhankosh Turarov vs. Mauro Maxi- 
miliano Godoy, 10, for the vacant WBO 
Inter-Continental super lightweight title; 
David Oliver Joyce vs. Breilor Teran, 10, 
featherweights; Viktor Kotochigov vs. 
Jairo Lopez, 10, for the vacant WBC Inter¬ 
national lightweight title. 

July 12 

At Edion Arena, Osaka, Japan, Rob- 


year contracts and G Mike Smith and Fs 
Markus Granlund and Tomas Jurco to 
one-year contracts. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS - Signed G Sergei 
Bobrovsky to a seven-year contract and D 
Anton Stralman to a three-year contract. 
Agreed to terms with F Brett Connolly on 
a four-year contract; F Noel Acciari on a 
three-year contract; D Tommy Cross and 
Ethan Prow on two-year contracts. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Agreed to 
terms with D Joakim Ryan and F Martin 
Frk on one-year contracts. 

MINNESOTA WILD - Signed RW Mats 
Zuccarello to a five-year contract and 
Fs Luke Johnson and Gabriel Dumont 
on two-year contracts. Agreed to terms 
with RW Ryan Hartman on a two-year 
contract. 

MONTREAL CANADIENS - Signed G 
Keith Kinkaid and F Riley Barber on one- 
year contracts. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Daniel Carr to a one-year contract. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Agreed to 
terms with RW Wayne Simmonds on a 
one-year contract. Signed F Ben Street, D 
Matt Tennyson and D Dakota Mermis to 
one-year contracts. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Re-signed 
F Ander Lee to a seven-year contract. 
Agreed to terms with G Semyon Var¬ 
lamov on a four-year contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Traded F 
Jimmy Vesey to Buffalo for a 2021 third- 
round draft pick. Agreed to terms with Fs 
Artemi Panarin, Greg McKegg and Danny 
O’Regan. 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Signed D Ron 
Hainsey; and Fs Jordan Szwarz and Tyler 
Ennis to one-year contracts. 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Signed F 
Andy Andreoff and D Nate Prosser, Tyler 
Wotnerspoon, Chris Bigras to two-year 
contracts; and Fs Kurtis Gabriel, Kyle 
Criscuolo; D Andy Welinski; and G Jean- 
Francois Berube to one-year contracts. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Signed F 
Brandon Tanev to a six-year contract. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Signed F Timo 
Meier to a four-year contract and D Tim 
Heed to a one-year contract. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Signed F Sammy 
Blais to a one-year contract. Agreed to 
terms with Fs Nick Lappin, Evan Polei, 
Michael Vecchione and Nathan Walker 
and D Derrick Pouliot and Jake Dotchin 
on one-year, two-way contracts. Agreed 
to terms with Fs Cam Darcy, Zach Nasta- 
siuk and J.J. Piccinich on AHL contracts. 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Signed 
G Curtis McElhinney and D Luke Wit- 
kowski to two-year contracts and D Luke 
Schenn, G Scott Wedgewood, G Spencer 
Martin and F Chris Mueller to one-year 
contracts. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Traded D 
Nikita Zaitsev and Fs Connor Brown and 
Michael Carcone to Ottawa for D Cody 
Ceci and Ben Harpur, F Aaron Luchuk 
and a 2020 third-round draft pick. Signed 
F Jason Spezza to a one-year contract. 
Acquired D Tyson Barrie, F Alex Kerfoot 
and a sixth-round 2020 draft pick from 
the Colorado Avalanche for F Nazem 
Kadri, D Calle Rosen and a third-round 
2020 draft pick. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS - Signed D Ty¬ 
ler Myers to a five-year contract, D Jordie 
Benn to a two-year contract, and D Oscar 
Fantenberg, F Tyler Graovac and G Zane 
McIntyre to one-year contracts. 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS - Signed Fs 
Tomas Nosek, Jaycob Megna and D Brett 
Lernout to one-year contracts. Signed Fs 
Brandon Pirri, Patrick Brown and Tyrell 
Goulborune to two-year contracts. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Signed 
RWs Richard Panikand Garnet Hathaway 
to four-year contracts and C Philippe 
Maillet to a two-year, two-way contract. 
Re-signed G Vitek Vanecek to a three- 
year contract. Signed LW Brendan Leipsic 
to a one-year contract. 

WINNIPEG JETS - Re-signed D Natahn 
Beaulieu and Cameron Schilling to one- 
year contracts. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Traded F Roma- 
rio Williams to Columbus Crew SC for 
$ 100 , 000 . 

DALLAS - Signed F Edwin Gyasi on 
loan from CSKA Sofia (First League-Bul- 
garia). 

COLLEGE 

NCAA — Named Penny Davis national 
coordinator of women’s basketball offi¬ 
ciating. 

SOUTHLAND CONFERENCE - Named 
Courtney Morrison Archer associate 
commissioner for communications. 

MEMPHIS - Named Bill Lofton interim 
senior associate athletics director for 
finance. 

PENN STATE - Named Alexandra Ang- 
helescu women’s tennis coach. 

TENNESSEE - Extended the contract 
of women’s tennis coach Alison Ojeda 
through 2024. 


ert Brant vs. Ryoya Murata, 12, for 
Brant’s WBA World middleweight title; 
Joe Noynay vs. Satoshi Shimizu, 12, for 
Noynay’s WBO Asia Pacific super feath¬ 
erweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Jonathan 
Taconing, 12, for Shiro’s WBC World light 
flyweight title. 

At Liverpool, England, James Dickens 
vs. Nathaniel May, 10, featherweights; 
Martin Murray vs Kim Poulsen, 10, super 
middleweights. 

At Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Ca¬ 
sino, Hollywood, Fla., Derrieck Cuevas 
vs. Jesus Alberto Beltran, 10 for Cuevas’ 
WBA Fedelatin welterweight title. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/MLB 

Move to Big East 
gives Connecticut 
a recruiting bump 


By Pat Eaton-Robb 

Associated Press 

STORRS, Conn. — Men’s bas¬ 
ketball coach Dan Hurley said 
Monday that he’s already seeing 
benefits on the recruiting trail 
from UConn’s decision to leave 
the American Athletic Confer¬ 
ence and return to the Big East. 

Hurley, who is coming off a 16- 
17 first season with the Huskies, 
spoke to reporters Monday after 
putting his team through a sum¬ 
mer workout. 

He said his recruiting pitch has 
been about UConn’s tradition, fa¬ 
cilities and ability to put players 
into the NBA. But, he said it has 
been tough selling the American 
Athletic Conference, which he 
called a great basketball league 
that “didn’t fit us.” 

“Because of where we want to 
recruit and how we want to build 
it, the thing that we had to talk 
around to a kid from Brooklyn 
was, you know, Tulsa, Tulane the 
Texas schools,” he said. “That 
didn’t necessarily fit what they 
envisioned in college — Madi¬ 
son Square Garden, the Big East 
Tournament, Villanova.” 

UConn announced last week 
that it is leaving the AAC to re¬ 
turn to the Big East, where it won 
seven conference tournaments 
and three of its four national 
championships. 

The timing of the move has not 


been finalized, but Hurley said 
the excitement he’s been hearing 
both from fans and prospects has 
been palatable. 

“Kids are getting back to me a 
lot quicker,” he said. “And some 
guys who weren’t being as re¬ 
sponsive; who I stopped commu¬ 
nicating with, did come out of the 
woodwork and ask me how I was 
doing.” 

Incoming freshman guard 
James Bouknight, who is from 
New York, said he and his team¬ 
mates are also pumped about the 
move. 

“I’m going to be able to go 
home, play in front of my family, 
friends,” he said. “But the focus is 
still this year.” 

Hurley said he’s warned his 
players they can’t afford to look 
too far ahead and their goal right 
now should be improving on the 
dismal 6-12 conference record 
they had last season. He said to 
do that, they will need to pay with 
a chip on their shoulder. 

“It’s got to be an us-against- 
the-world mentality, because I 
don’t think there’s going to be a 
lot of love lost for us in this league 
this year, both with fans and with 
everything associated with the 
league,” Hurley said. “For me, I 
thrive on that. I can’t wait for it. 
And these guys are also going to 
have to kind of enjoy being the 
villain.” 



Pat Eaton-Robb/AP 


University of Connecticut men’s basketball coach Dan Hurley, left, 
women’s basketball coach Geno Auriemma, second from left, and 
athletic director David Benedict watch the board of trustees vote on 
June 26 to move most of UConn’s athletic teams from the American 
Athletic Conference back to the Big East. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

Los Angeles Angels starter Tyler Skaggs last pitched Saturday against the Oakland Athletics in Anaheim, 
Calif. Skaggs, 27, was found dead in his hotel room Monday in Arlington, Texas. 


Angels pitcher Skaggs 
dies suddenly at age 27 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Los Angeles Angels 
pitcher Tyler Skaggs died Monday at the age of 27, 
stunning Major League Baseball and leading to the 
postponement of the team’s game against the Texas 
Rangers. 

Skaggs was with the team in Texas when he was 
found unresponsive in his hotel room, police said. He 
was pronounced dead at the scene. Police said they 
were investigating, but no foul play was suspected. 

Skaggs was “an important part of the Angels Fam¬ 
ily,” the team said in a statement. “Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife, Carli, and his entire fam¬ 
ily during this devastating time.” 

Skaggs, who would have turned 28 on July 13, had 
been a regular in the Angels’ starting rotation since 
late 2016, when he returned from Tommy John sur¬ 
gery. He struggled with injuries repeatedly over 
the past three seasons but persevered to become 
a valuable starter in Los Angeles’ injury-plagued 
rotation. 

The left-hander had just pitched on Saturday, al¬ 
lowing two runs in 4 VS) innings in a 4-0 loss to Oak¬ 
land. He was scheduled to start the series finale at 
Texas, on the Fourth of July holiday. 

Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said he was 
“deeply saddened” by Skaggs’ death. 

“We will support the Angels’ organization through 
this most difficult period, and we will make a vari¬ 
ety of resources available to Tyler’s teammates and 
other members of the baseball family,” Manfred 
said in a statement. 

Skaggs is the first Angels player to die in-season 
since Nick Adenhart was killed by a drunken driver 
10 years ago. The 22-year-old rookie right-hander 
was coming off his first start of the 2009 season, his 
fourth career game in the big leagues. 

Jose Fernandez, a two-time All-Star pitcher for 
the Miami Marlins, was killed in a boating crash 
near Miami Beach, Fla., in September 2016. 

Pitcher Darryl Kile, who played in the majors for 
12 seasons (1992-2002) was on the road with the St. 
Louis Cardinals when he died in June 2002 in his 
Chicago hotel room. Albert Pujols, now a member of 



Alex Gallardo/AP 


Angels season ticket holder Karl Arriola mourns 
the loss of pitcher Tyler Skaggs at Angel Stadium. 

the Angels, was Kile’s teammate then. 

Angels players and coaches who had arrived at the 
Rangers’ ballpark for Monday night’s series opener 
left about four hours before the scheduled start of 
the game to return to their hotel. The clubhouse was 
never opened to the media. 

The Rangers’ clubhouse also was closed when 
general manager Jon Daniels and manager Chris 
Woodward told their players what had happened 
and dismissed them. 

Skaggs was bom in the Los Angeles neighbor¬ 
hood of Woodland Hills, in the far western part of 
the sprawling San Fernando Valley. He graduated 
from Santa Monica High School in 2009, when the 
Angels drafted him in the first round. 

The Angels traded Skaggs to Arizona in 2010, and 
he started his big league career with 13 appearances 
over two seasons for the Diamondbacks. The Angels 
reacquired him in December 2013, and he has won 
25 games over five seasons with the club. 

AP sports writers Greg Beacham and Jay Cohen contributed 
to this report. 
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MLB 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Kansas City 

Houston 

Oakland 
Los Angeles 
Seattle 


44 40 .524 11 

32 53 .376 23'/z 

24 60 .286 31 

Central Division 

53 30 .639 - 

45 38 .542 8 

39 42 .481 13 

27 52 .342 24 

29 56 .341 25 

West Division 

53 32 .624 - 

46 38 .548 6V2 

46 39 .541 7 

42 43 .494 11 

37 51 .420 IV /2 


National League 

East Division 


W 


Pet GB 


43 43 


390 I6V2 


440 19 


Atlanta 50 35 

Philadelphia 44 40 

Washington 42 41 

New York 38 47 

Miami 32 50 

Central Division 
Milwaukee 46 39 

Chicago 45 40 

St. Louis 41 41 

Pittsburgh 40 43 

Cincinnati 38 44 

West Division 
Los Angeles 57 29 

Colorado 
Arizona 
San Diego 

San Francisco 37 47 

Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 12, Boston 8 
Cleveland 2, Baltimore 0 
Kansas City 7, Toronto 6 
Tampa Bay 6, Texas 2 
Washington 2, Detroit 1 
Chicago White Sox 4, Minnesota 3 
Houston 6, Seattle 1 
Oakland 12, L.A. Angels 3 
Cincinnati 8, Chicago Cubs 6 
Philadelphia 13, Miami 6 
Milwaukee 2, Pittsburgh 1 
L.A. Dodgers 10, Colorado 5 
San Francisco 10, Arizona 4 
St. Louis 5, San Diego 3,11 innings 
N.Y. Mets 8, Atlanta 5 

Monday’s games 
L.A. Angels at Texas, ppd. 

Toronto 11, Kansas City 4 
Tampa Bay 6, Baltimore 3 
Pittsburgh 18, Chicago Cubs 5 
Milwaukee 8, Cincinnati 6 
San Francisco 13, San Diego 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Toronto 
Baltimore at Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Yankees at N.Y. Mets 
L.A. Angels at Texas 
Detroit at Chicago White Sox 
Houston at Colorado 
Cleveland at Kansas City 
Minnesota at Oakland 
St. Louis at Seattle 
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh 
Miami at Washington 
Milwaukee at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers 
San Francisco at San Diego 
Wednesday’s games 
Detroit (Norris 2-7, TBD) at Chicago 
White Sox (Cease 0-0, Detwiler 1-0) 
Boston (Sale 3-7) at Toronto (Reid- 
Foley 0-1) 

Baltimore (Means 7-4) at Tampa Bay 
(Chirinos 7-4) 

N.Y. Yankees (German 9-2) at N.Y. Mets 
(Vargas 3-3) 

L.A. Angels (TBD) at Texas (Jurado 5- 
3) 

Houston (Miley 6-4) at Colorado (Lam¬ 
bert 2-0) 

Cleveland (Clevinger 1-2) at Kansas 
City (Duffy 3-4) 

Minnesota (Gibson 8-4) at Oakland 
(Anderson 0-3) 

St. Louis (Wainwright 5-7) at Seattle 
(Leake 7-7) 

Miami (Alcantara 4-7) at Washington 
(Strasburg 9-4) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 2-4) at Pitts¬ 
burgh (Archer 3-6) 

Milwaukee (Chacin 3-8) at Cincinnati 
(Gray 4-5) 

Philadelphia (Pivetta 4-2) at Atlanta 
(TBD) 

San Francisco (Anderson 3-2) at San 
Diego (Lauer 5-7) 

Arizona (Kelly 7-8) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Buehler 8-1) 

Calendar 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 
July 12 — Deadline for drafted players 
to sign, except for players who have ex¬ 
hausted college eligibility. 

July 21— Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day during the season 
to trade a player. 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Williamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 22 — World Series starts. 


Monday 

Pirates 18, Cubs 5 

Chicago Pittsburgh 

ah r h bi ah r hbi 

Schwrbr If 3 0 10 A.Frzer2b 6 3 5 2 

Bryant 3b-rf 5 0 2 1 B.Rynldrf 5 111 

Rizzo lb 4 110 Nvrskas p 0 0 0 0 

Kimbrel p 0 0 0 0 S.Marte cf 5 2 11 

Chtwood ph 1 0 0 0 Bell lb 6 4 4 7 

J.Baezss 5 12 1 C.Dckrs If 6 2 2 1 

Heywrd rf-cf 4 1 1 0 Moran 3b 5 2 5 2 

AlmrJrcf 3 0 10 Kang SS 4 112 

Wickp 0 0 0 0 El.Diaz c 4 110 

Dscls ph-p-lb 2 0 1 0 Tr.Wllm p 3 0 11 

Cratinic 4 112 Felizp 0 0 0 0 
Russell 2b 3 0 0 0 Braultph 1110 

Alzolay p 1 0 0 0 Strtton p 0 0 0 0 

Brachp 10 11 Osunaph-rfl 111 
Bote 3b 2 12 0 

Totals 38 513 5 Totals 46182318 

Chicago 010 301 000- 5 

Pittsburgh 430 321 23x-18 

E-Bryant (9), Almora Jr. (1). DP-Chi- 
cago 1, Pittsburgh 1. LOB—Chicago 10, 
Pittsburgh 8. 2B-Rizzo (15), J.Baez (21), 
A.Frazier 4 (17), C.Dickerson (11), Moran 
2 (15). HR—J.Baez (21), Bell 3 (25), Kang 
(7), J.Osuna (5). SB-S.Marte (13). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Alzotay 0 L,l-1 2% 10 7 7 1 3 

Brach l'/j 4 3 3 1 2 

Wick 2 4 3 2 1 0 

Kimbrel 1 3 3 3 0 2 

Pittsburgh 

Tr.Williams W,3-2 9A 9 5 5 3 4 

Feliz 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Stratton 2 2 0 0 0 1 

Neverauskas 1 20002 

HBP—by Alzolay (Kang), by Tr.Williams 
(Russell). T—3:15. A-17,772 (38,362). 

Giants 13, Padres 2 

San Francisco San Diego 

ah r h bi ab r hbi 

Solano SS 6 2 2 0 TtsJr.ss 3 110 

Belt lb 4 111 Hosmerlb 3 0 0 0 

Austin If 2 2 12 Myers lb 10 0 0 

A.Dckrs ph-lf 1 0 0 0 Machado 3b 2 0 0 1 

Posey c 5 12 2 G.Grcia3b 10 10 

D.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 Renfroe If-cf 4 0 0 0 

Lngoria3b 4 3 2 2 F.Reyes rf 4 0 10 

Pillar cf 5 113 F.Mejiac 4 110 

Slater rf 5 12 2 Kinsler2b 4 0 0 0 

Panik2b 5 12 0 L.AIIenp 10 0 0 

Smrdzja p 3 110 Maton p 10 0 0 

Vogt ph-c 1 0 0 0 Naylor ph-lf 2 0 1 1 

Margot cf 2 0 0 0 

Wngnterp 0 0 0 0 

Stockp 0000 
Hedges ph 10 0 0 
Totals 411314 12 Totals 33 2 5 2 
San Francisco 000 241 240-13 

San Diego 000 001 100- 2 

E—Kinsler (4), Longoria 2 (10). LOB— 
San Francisco 6, San Diego 7. 2B—Solano 
(3), Austin (3), Posey (18), Longoria (13), 
Samardzija (1), G.Garcia (10), Naylor (4). 
3B—Slater (1), Tatis Jr. (5). HR-Longo- 
ria (8), Pillar (12), Slater (1). SB-Tatis 
Jr. (13), Margot (11). SF-Machado (3). 
S—Samardzija (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Samardzija W,5-7 8 5 2 2 2 6 

D.Holland 1 0 0 0 0 1 

San Diego 

L.AIIen L,2-l 4 7 6 6 2 3 

Maton 3 4 3 3 1 1 

Wingenter % 1 110 1 

Stock VA 2 3 3 0 1 

L.AIIen pitched to 5 batters in the 5th 
HBP—by Stock (Longoria). WP—Stock. 
T—3:12. A—25,274 (42,445). 

Brewers 8, Reds 6 

Milwaukee Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grandal c 2 10 1 Winker rf-lf 3 1 2 1 

Yelichrf 4 12 3 Perazaph-lf2 0 0 0 

Mstakas 3b 4 0 1 1 Votto lb 3 2 10 

Caincf 5 111 E.Sarez3b 4 2 3 4 

Thames lb 4 110 Gennett2b 4 0 10 

Hiura2b 5 2 2 1 Senzel cf 4 0 0 0 

Jffress p 0 0 0 0 Detrich If 3 0 10 

Gamel If 4 12 1 Dav.Hrn p 0 0 0 0 

Houser p 2 0 0 0 Bowman p 0 0 0 0 

Claudio p 0 0 0 0 Stphnsn p 0 0 0 0 

Braun ph 1 0 0 0 Puigph 10 0 0 
Burnesp 0 0 0 0 J.lglssss 4 110 

Aguilar ph 1 0 0 0 Casalic 4 0 0 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 Mahlep 2 0 0 0 

Arciass 0 0 0 0 Ervin rf 2 0 11 

Sladino ss-2b 3 1 0 0 

Totals 35 8 9 8 Totals 36 610 6 

Milwaukee 000 010 502-8 

Cincinnati 000 003 021-6 

E—Stephenson (3). DP—Milwaukee 
1. LOB-Milwaukee 7, Cincinnati 4. 2B- 
Gamel 2 (12), Dietrich (5). HR-Yelich (30), 
Cain (5), Hiura (6), Winker (13), E.Suarez 
2 (19). SF-Moustakas (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Houser 5 63312 

Claudio W,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Burnes H,3 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Hader H,3 1 2 2 2 0 1 

Jeffress S.l-2 1 2 110 1 


Blue Jays 11, Royals 4 

Kansas City Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeldrf 4 0 2 1 Sogarddh 4 110 

N.Lopez 2b 4 0 10 Grrr Jr3b 3 3 10 

A. Grdon If 4 10 0 Grrl Jr If 4 3 3 0 

Gore If 0 0 0 0 Biggio 2b 5 13 4 

H.Dzier3b 3 12 0 Grichukrf 5 0 4 4 

Solerdh 4 111 Tellez lb 5 0 10 

Cthbertlb 4 0 11 T.Hrnancf 5 12 1 

Arteaga SS 4 0 11 Galvisss 4 2 3 2 
Mldnadoc 4 110 D.Jnsenc 4 0 0 0 

B. Hmltn cf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 34 4 9 4 Totals 39111811 
Kansas City 000 300 100- 4 

Toronto 251 201 00x-ll 

DP—Kansas City 2, Toronto 2. LOB— 
Kansas City 4, Toronto 8. 2B—Merrifield 
(23), Maldonado (14), Guerrero Jr. (11), 
Gurriel Jr. (13), Biggio (5), Galvis (16). 
HR—T.Hernandez (8), Galvis 2 (14). 

s so 


Rays ( 


Flynn 4 7 3 

Wi.Peralta 1 2 0 

Toronto 

Richard W.l-4 6 7 3 

Phelps 12 1 

Gaviglio 2 0 0 

T—2:32. A—29,339 (53,506). 


6, Orioles 3 

Baltimore Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Villar 2b-ss 5 0 2 0 Meadows If 4 1 1 0 

Sntnderrf 4 0 10 B.Lowe2b 3 0 0 0 

Mancini lb 3 0 10 Y.Diaz3b 3 2 10 

Smth Jr if 3 10 0 Choi lb 3 12 2 

R.Nunezdh 4 12 0 Av.Grci rf 4 12 1 

Sverinoc 4 111 Krmaiercf 4 12 3 
Alberto 3b-2b 4 011 Adames ss 4010 

Broxtoncf 4 0 0 0 B.McKaydh 4 0 0 0 

Ri.Mrtn ss 2 0 0 0 Zunino c 3 0 10 

R.Ruiz ph-3b 2 0 11 

Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 32 610 6 

Baltimore 000 102 000-3 

Tampa Bay 200 003 lOx—6 

E—Y.Diaz (4). DP—Baltimore 1, Tampa 
Bay 1. LOB—Baltimore 8, Tampa Bay 6. 
2B—Villar (20), Santander (6), R.Nunez 
(16). HR-Kiermaier (10). SB—Y.Diaz (2). 
CS—Villar (6), Santander (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Mahle 6 3 3 3 2 8 

D.Herndez L,2-4 BS,2 1 3 3 3 2 0 

Bowman 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Stephenson 1 22221 

Houser pitched to 3 batters in the 6th 
Mahle pitched to 2 batters in the 7th T— 
3:10. A-16,186 (42,319). 


Eshelman 5 6 2 2 1 0 

Kline L,1-4 BS,1 0 2 3 3 1 0 

M.Castro 2 2 112 3 

Yacabonis 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek 2 10 0 11 

Yarbrough 3 4 112 3 

Roe BS,4 % 2 2 2 0 1 

Kolarek W,3-2 A 1 0 0 0 0 

Drake H,2 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Pagan H,6 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Alvarado S,7-9 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Kline pitched to 3 batters in the 6th 
WP-Roe. T—3:11. A—20,441 (25,025). 

Leaders 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BATTING-LeMahieu, New York, .345; 
Devers, Boston, .322; Polanco, Minnesota, 
.320; Anderson, Chicago, .317; Alberto, 
Baltimore, .315; Brantley, Houston, .313; 
Andrus, Texas, .309; Moncada, Chicago, 
.304; La Stella, Los Angeles, .304; Merri¬ 
field, Kansas City, .303. 

RBI-Santana, Seattle, 62; LeMahieu, 
New York, 61; Abreu, Chicago, 60; Rosa¬ 
rio, Minnesota, 60; Bogaerts, Boston, 57; 
Trout, Los Angeles, 57; Soler, Kansas City, 
56; Encarnacion, New York, 55; Sanchez, 
New York, 54; Kepler, Minnesota, 53. 

STOLEN BASES-Mondesi, Kansas City, 
27; Smith, Seattle, 21; Ramirez, Cleveland, 
18; Andrus, Texas, 16; Hamilton, Kansas 
City, 16; Villar, Baltimore, 16; Anderson, 
Chicago, 15; DGordon, Seattle, 14; Kier- 
maier, Tampa Bay, 14; 3 tied at 12. 

ERA— Minor, Texas, 2.40; Morton, Tam¬ 
pa Bay, 2.43; Montas, Oakland, 2.70; Gio- 
lito, Chicago, 2.72; Odorizzi, Minnesota, 
2.73; Verlander, Houston, 2.86; Berrios, 
Minnesota, 2.89; Chirinos, Tampa Bay, 
3.10; Stroman, Toronto, 3.18. 

STRIKEOUTS— Cole, Houston, 161; Sale, 
Boston, 148; Verlander, Houston, 147; Bau¬ 
er, Cleveland, 134; Bieber, Cleveland, 133; 
Boyd, Detroit, 129; Morton, Tampa Bay, 
120; Lynn, Texas, 118; Snell, Tampa Bay, 
117; Giolito, Chicago, 115. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

BATTING— McNeil, New York, .348; 
Bellinger, Los Angeles, .346; Blackmon, 
Colorado, .337; Yelich, Milwaukee, .330; 
Arenado, Colorado, .320; Dahl, Colorado, 
.317; Freeman, Atlanta, .312; Rendon, 
Washington, .311; Verdugo, Los Angeles, 
.311; KMarte, Arizona, .309. 

RBI-Bell, Pittsburgh, 77; Bellinger, Los 
Angeles, 67; Yelich, Milwaukee, 66; Are¬ 
nado, Colorado, 65; Freeman, Atlanta, 65; 
Alonso, New York, 64; Escobar, Arizona, 
64; Ozuna, St. Louis, 62; Hosmer, San Di¬ 
ego, 60; Harper, Philadelphia, 59. 

STOLEN BASES-Dyson, Arizona, 19; 
Yelich, Milwaukee, 18; Turner, Washing¬ 
ton, 17; Wong, St. Louis, 14; Acuna Jr., 
Atlanta, 13; SMarte, Pittsburgh, 13; Puig, 
Cincinnati, 13; Story, Colorado, 12; Tatis 
Jr., San Diego, 12; Robles, Washington, 11. 

ERA— Ryu, Los Angeles, 1.84; Scher- 
zer, Washington, 2.43; Castillo, Cincin¬ 
nati, 2.47; Greinke, Arizona, 2.90; Hamels, 
Chicago, 2.98; Kershaw, Los Angeles, 3.23; 
Davies, Milwaukee, 3.24. 

STRIKEOUTS— Scherzer, Washington, 
170; Ray, Arizona, 129; deGrom, New York, 
128; Strasburg, Washington, 124; Wood¬ 
ruff, Milwaukee, 120; Castillo, Cincinnati, 
115; Wheeler, New York, 115; Bumgarner, 
San Francisco, 113. 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Pirates’ Josh Bell, right, celebrates with Colin Moran as he 
returns to the dugout after hitting a three-run home run against the 
Cubs during the first inning on Monday in Pittsburgh. 


Roundup 

Yelich hits 30th HR 
as Brewers rally 


Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Christian 
Yelich singled with the bases load¬ 
ed and hit his major league-lead¬ 
ing 30th homer Monday night, 
helping the Milwaukee Brewers 
rally for their sixth straight victo¬ 
ry at Great American Ball Park, 
8-6 over the Cincinnati Reds. 

Milwaukee sent 10 batters to 
the plate for five runs in the sev¬ 
enth inning, with Yelich contrib¬ 
uting an RBI single. The reigning 
National League MVP hit a two- 
run homer in the ninth that made 
him the first Brewer with 30 be¬ 
fore the All-Star break. 

The homer came off a pitch that 
was above the strike zone and 
landed in the first row of seats in 
left field. 

“It was one of those weird ones,” 
Yelich said. “It wasn’t the best 
pitch to swing at, but that’s base¬ 
ball. Sometimes, you do every¬ 
thing right and don’t get rewarded. 
Sometimes, you do everything 
wrong and hit a home run.” 

The Brewers have won 11 of 15 
overall against their NL Central 
rival. This time, they overcame 
a pair of two-run homers by Eu¬ 
genio Suarez, who has three in 
the last two games. 

Lorenzo Cain and Keston Hiura 
added homers for the Brewers. 

Pirates 18, Cubs 5: Josh Bell 
hit three home runs to boost his 
season total to 25 and host Pitts¬ 
burgh routed Chicago. 

Bell hit a three-run shot off 
rookie Adbert Alzolay (1-1) in 
the first, a two-run drive off Al¬ 
zolay in the second and finished 
off a four-hit, seven-RBI night by 
taking new Chicago closer Craig 
Kimbrel deep in the eighth. 

Adam Frazier finished 5-for-6 
and tied a mgjor league record 
with four doubles. Colin Moran 
had a career-high five hits for the 
Pirates. 

Jung Ho Kang hit his seventh 
home run of the season off Chi¬ 
cago infielder Daniel Descalso, 
who made a cameo on the mound 


in the seventh with the game well 
out of hand. 

Bell became the 20th Pirates 
player to hit three home runs in 
a game and the first left-handed 
batter to do it since Hall of Famer 
Willie Stargell in 1971. 

Rays 6, Orioles 3: Kevin Kier- 
maier’s three run home run lifted 
host Tampa Bay to a win over 
Baltimore in a game in which 
two-way player Brandon McKay 
went 0-for-4 in his major league 
debut as a hitter. 

Kiermaier’s 10th homer came 
off Branden Kline (1-4) in the 
sixth inning after a walk and a 
single by Avisail Garcia. 

McKay, who gave up one hit in 
six scoreless innings Saturday 
night in his major league pitching 
debut against the Texas Rangers, 
grounded out four times and was 
picked off second base on a throw 
from catcher Pedro Severino. 

The crowd of 20,441 included 
about 10,000 fans who purchased 
$2 tickets. 

Blue Jays 11, Royals 4: Fred¬ 
dy Galvis hit a pair of solo home 
runs, rookie Cavan Biggio had 
four RBIs and host Toronto beat 
Kansas City. 

Randal Grichuk had four hits 
and four RBIs and Teoscar Her¬ 
nandez added a solo home run 
as the Blue Jays won for the 15th 
time in 19 regular-season home 
meetings with the Royals. 

Wearing red caps and jerseys 
in honor of Canada Day, the Blue 
Jays scored in each of the first 
four innings and finished with a 
season-high 18 hits. 

Giants 13, Padres 2: Jeff Sa¬ 
mardzija threw eight innings of 
five-hit ball and doubled, and 
Kevin Pillar, Evan Longoria 
and Austin Slater homered in 
San Francisco’s rout of host San 
Diego. 

Samardzija (5-7) went eight in¬ 
nings for the first time this sea¬ 
son. He allowed two runs, struck 
out six and walked two. 

San Francisco had nine extra¬ 
base hits. 
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WOMEN'S WORLD CUP 


For Sweden coach, it’s all 
about taking pressure off 


By Jerome Pugmire 

Associated. Press 

LYON, France — Sweden’s 
coach has a simple message for 
his players ahead of their Wom¬ 
en’s World Cup semifinal against 
the Netherlands. 

Approach Wednesday’s game 
like when you first kicked a ball 
around, playing soccer with your 
friends all those years ago. 

“As a kid you start to play foot¬ 
ball because it’s fun,” Peter Ger- 
hardsson said. “Maybe there’s 
a 5-year-old in each player who 
thinks that it’s fun making their 
own decisions out on the pitch.” 

It has been 16 years since the 
Swedes reached their only Wom¬ 
en’s World Cup final, which they 
lost. Expectations are high again, 
especially after Sweden knocked 
out two-time champion Germany 
in the quarterfinals Saturday 
with a confident performance. 

Despite what’s at stake, Ger- 
hardsson’s approach is about 
helping players figure out how to 
cope with pressure. 

“We don’t lie down on mats in 
large groups and listen to relax¬ 
ation tapes. Players are different, 
some want a lot of information 
and some don’t want any,” Ger- 
hardsson said through a transla¬ 


tor Monday. “You need to meet 
them somewhere in the middle. 
They are responsible and they 
resolve a lot of situations them¬ 
selves. They’re incredibly skilled 
at doing so, and maybe that’s why 
we’ve achieved what we have 
here.” 

The Netherlands became the 
European champion two years 
ago, beating the Swedes 2-0 in the 
quarterfinals. 

A chance for payback gives the 
game an extra edge. But even so, 
Gerhardsson thinks the best ap¬ 
proach is not to focus too much on 
the occasion itself. 

“For many of them, this match 
is probably the biggest game of 
their careers. But it’s important 
to let players take responsibil¬ 
ity,” he said at a news conference. 
“Whether you’re nervous or you 
think it’s going to be tough, you 
can still take a corner kick or 
shoot at goal, you can still take 
action.” 

The 59-year-old Gerhardsson is 
a former forward. He had a mod¬ 
est playing career in Sweden with 
unheralded Stockholm-based 
teams Hammarby and Vasalunds 
from 1978-90. 

He’s not a big name back home, 
nothing like the imposing and 
brazenly self-promoting striker 


Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 

Gerhardsson only took charge 
of the women’s national team two 
years ago, following an equally 
modest coaching career. He 
sees himself as a sort of last re¬ 
sort, someone players can turn 
to for more specific coaching 
advice. But only if they deem it 
necessary. 

He prefers to empower them. 
Over-coaching, he said, takes 
away spontaneity — the abil¬ 
ity to improvise that the players 
learned on their own when dis¬ 
covering the game and first de¬ 
veloping skills at a young age. 

“If I intervene too much, you’ve 
lost that touch,” he said. “I think 
the players know how to manage 
this best.” 

Even when it comes to re¬ 
laxation, Gerhardsson leaves it 
up to them and doesn’t impose 
methods. 

“It’s perfect for me, lying in my 
room and reading a book. Oth¬ 
ers want to have a cup of coffee,” 
veteran defender Nilla Fischer 
said. “It’s important to recover 
in terms of psychological aspect. 
I’m happy with the choices we 
have available.” 

Pressure, what pressure? 

It’s a World Cup semifinal, yes, 
but’s it’s also just a game. 



David Vincent/AP 

Sweden’s Sofia Jakobsson, left, jumps as she celebrates with 
Sweden coach Peter Gerhardsson after scoring her team’s first goal 
during their Women’s World Cup quarterfinal match against Germany 
in Rennes, France, on Saturday. 


Dutch striker Miedema better in big games Scoreboard 



Michel Spingler/AP 


Netherlands’ Vivianne Miedema, left, and Italy’s Elena Linari 
challenge for the ball during their Women’s World Cup quarterfinal 
match on Saturday. 


By Jerome Pugmire 

Associated Press 

LYON, France — Here’s some 
bad news for Sweden’s defense 
ahead of its World Cup semifinal 
Wednesday against the Nether¬ 
lands: Vivianne Miedema gets 
even better in the big games. 

After scoring in every knock¬ 
out match at the European Cham¬ 
pionship two years ago, helping 
the Netherlands win the title, the 
prolific Dutch striker is vying to 
do the same here. 

Miedema’s superb glancing 
header in a tough round-of-16 
match against Italy took her tour¬ 
nament tally to three goals in 
five games — two behind Megan 
Rapinoe and Alex Morgan of the 
United States, and England’s 
Ellen White. 

Don’t bet against Miedema 
overtaking them; she’s a knockout- 
round big hitter. After not scoring 
in the group stage at Euro 2017, 
she then scored in the quarters 
and semis before netting twice in 
the final against Denmark. 

She, like her teammates, is 
under serious pressure to deliver 
from the demanding Dutch fans 
descending on Lyon. 

“At the Euros nobody expected 
a lot from us and once we started 
winning our country stood behind 
us,” Miedema said. “(Coming) 
here, everybody in Holland said, 
‘Oh, they are going to be world 
champions’ and that gave us a lot 
of pressure.” 


On Wednesday, thousands of 
Dutch fans will turn much of the 
stadium a dazzling orange. 

“We get so much energy from it, 
we hope it’s a Dutch party again,” 
Miedema said. “My first (inter¬ 
national) game was six years ago, 
in front of 500 people. The Euros 
have helped us a lot — it’s been 
growing a lot over the past couple 
of years.” 

With the growth of the national 
team comes increased media cov¬ 
erage — good and bad. 


At the start of this tournament, 
it was bad. The Dutch labored 
past New Zealand courtesy of an 
injury-time goal. Forward Shan- 
ice Van De Sanden, who has not 
scored so far, has received a lot of 
criticism. 

But coach Sarina Wiegman 
also sees criticism as a reflec¬ 
tion of the growing stature of the 
women’s game. 

The men’s team has often been 
criticized by its fans and media 
for having never won a World Cup 


— losing three finals — and only 
winning one Euro. This despite 
wonderful players like Johan 
Cruyff, Ruud Gullit, Marco van 
Basten, Dennis Bergkamp and 
Robin van Persie. 

Why should the women be 
treated differently? As long as the 
criticism does not become “per¬ 
sonal,” Wiegman welcomes it. 

“Many people have an opinion 
and that’s fine. It means we’re 
more visible,” she said through 
a translator at a pre-match news 
conference. “The entire squad 
has faced criticism. At the be¬ 
ginning the players were heav¬ 
ily criticized, but we were able to 
win.” 

Sweden’s Peter Gerhardsson 
might find the criticism bemus¬ 
ing, since he is a self-confessed 
fan of Dutch soccer. 

“Historically, they are a ma¬ 
chine,” he said. “It’s always the 
individuals who characterize the 
side in terms of organization.” 

Gerhardsson admired Mie¬ 
dema’s header against Italy: the 
huge leap, the timing, the accu¬ 
racy, the bullet-like trajectory 
into the net. Now he must stop 
her adding to 61 goals in 80 in¬ 
ternationals — achieved at just 22 
years old. 

Then there’s defender Stefanie 
van der Gragt, whose towering 
header against the Italians was 
equally impressive. 

“We are going to manage their 
set-piece plays. We have a team 
working on all these aspects, 


Quarterfinals 

Thursday, June 27 

England 3, Norway 0 

Friday, June 28 
United States 2, France 1 
Saturday, June 29 

Netherlands 2, Italy 0 
Sweden 2, Germany 1 

Semifinals 

Tuesday, July 2 
At Lyon, France 
England vs. United States 
Wednesday, July 3 
At Lyon, France 

Netherlands vs. Sweden. AFN-Sports, 
9 p.m. Wednesday CET; 4 a.m. Thursday 

Third place 

Saturday, July 6 


Championship 

Sunday, July 7 
At Lyon, France 

Semifinal winners 

looking into everything,” Ger¬ 
hardsson said. 

The analytical breakdown of 
Dutch free kicks and comers is 
something Gerhardsson and his 
backroom staff do well — as prov¬ 
en in the 2-1 win against two-time 
world champion Germany in the 
previous round. 

“We will have a plan as always,” 
Gerhardsson said. “All we need to 
do is execute it.” 

Veteran defender Nilla Fischer 
thinks she knows how to stop the 
supply line to Miedema. 

“Push them to one side and 
keep them there, so they won’t be 
able to turn and get a cross in,” 
Fischer said. “It’s important that 
we keep our defensive shape.” 
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Barty, Berber, Serena win easily 


Tuesday 

At The All England Lawn Tennis 
& Croquet Club 
London 

Surface: Grass-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 
Men 

Sam Querrey, United States, def. Dom¬ 
inic Thiem (5), Austria, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (1), 6-3, 
6-0. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Cristian 
Garin, Chile, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5, 6-4. 

John Millman, Australia, def. Hugo 
Dellien, Bolivia, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4. 

Gilles Simon (20), France, def. Salva¬ 
tore Caruso, Italy, 7-6 (7), 6-3, 6-2. 

Tennys Sandgren, United States, def. 
Yasutaka Uchiyama, Japan, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4, 
6-3. 

Daniel Evans, Britain, def. Federico 
Delbonis, Argentina, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Nikoloz Basilashvili (18), Georgia, def. 
James Ward, Britain, 2-6, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, 8- 
6 . 

Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, def. De¬ 
nis Shapovalov (29), Canada, 7-6 (0), 6-4, 
6-3. 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France, def. Ber¬ 
nard Tomic, Australia, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4. 

Nick Kyrgios, Australia, def. Jordan 
Thompson, Australia, 7-6 (4), 3-6,7-6 (10), 
0-6, 6-1. 

Rafael Nadal (3), Spain, def. Yuichi Su- 
gita, Japan, 6-3, 6-1, 6-3. 

Kei Nishikori (8), Japan, def. Thiago 
Moura Monteiro, Brazil, 6-4, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Denis Is¬ 
tomin, Uzbekistan, 6-2, 6-4, 6-4. 

Steve Johnson, United States, def. Al¬ 
bert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-4, 6-2, 6-3. 

Alex de Minaur (25), Australia, def. 
Marco Cecchinato, Italy, 6-0, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Jan-Lennard Struff (33), Germany, def. 
Radu Albot, Moldova, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Tomas 
Berdych, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-4, 6-3. 

Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def. 
Pablo Andujar, Spain, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

Matteo Berrettini (17), Italy, def. Alj'az 
Bedene, Slovenia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2,7-6 (3). 

Marcos Baghdatis, Cyprus, def. 
Brayden Schnur, Canada, 6-2, 6-4, 6-4. 

Dominik Koepfer, Germany, def. Filip 
Krajinovic, Serbia, 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (9), 6-1. 

Diego Schwartzman (24), Argentina, 
def. Matthew Ebden, Australia, 6-4, 3-6, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Gregoire Barrere, France, def. Alexan¬ 
der Bublik, Kazakhstan, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-3. 

Jay Clarke, Britain, def. Noah Rubin, 
United States, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4, 6-4. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Lloyd Harris, South Africa, 3-6, 6-1, 6-2, 
6-2. 

Women 

Ashleigh Barty (1), Australia, def. Sai- 
sai Zheng, China, 6-4, 6-2. 

Alison van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, 6-4, 4-6, 6- 
2 . 

Harriet Dart, Britain, def. Christina 
McHale, United States, 4-6,6-4, 6-4. 

Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, def. Garb- 
ine Muguruza (26), Spain, 6-4, 6-4. 

Ivana Jorovic, Serbia, def. Lesley Kerk- 
hove, Netherlands, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Stefanie 
Voegele, Switzerland, 5-7, 7-5, 6-4. 

Belinda Bencic (13), Switzerland, def. 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 6-2, 

6- 3. 

Serena Williams (11), United States, 
def. Giulia Gatto-Monticone, Italy, 6-2, 

7- 5. 

Kaja Juvan, Slovenia, def. Kristyna 
Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4. 

Varvara Flink, Russia, def. Paula Ba- 
dosa Gibert, Spain, 6-4, 6-2. 

Julia Goerges (18), Germany, def. Ele- 
na-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, 7-5, 6-1. 

Carla Suarez-Navarro (30), Spain, def. 
Samantha Stosur, Australia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Pauline Parmentier, France, def. Maria 
Sharapova, Russia, 4-6, 7-6 (4), 5-0, ret. 

Lauren Davis, United States, def. Kat- 
eryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 6-3,6-2. 

Angelique Kerber (5), Germany, def. 
Tatjana Maria, Germany, 6-4,6-3. 

Taylor Townsend, United States, def. 
Arina Rodionova, Australia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany, def. Katie 
Swan, Britain, 6-2, 6-4. 

Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, def. 
Lesia Tsurenko (32), Ukraine, 6-3, 6-2. 

Elise Mertens (21), Belgium, def. Fiona 
Ferro, France, 6-2, 6-0. 

Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. An¬ 
drea Petkovic, Germany, 2-6, 6-2, 7-5. 

Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Eug¬ 
enie Bouchard, Canada, 6-3, 5-7, 8-6. 

Qiang Wang (15), China, def. Vera Lap- 
ko, Belarus, 6-2, 6-2. 

Sloane Stephens (9), United States, 
def. Timea Bacsinszky, Switzerland, 6-2, 
6-4. 

Yafan Wang, China, def. Tereza Mar- 
tincova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 7-5. 

Katerina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 
def. Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, 2-6, 
6-1, 6-1. 

Johanna Konta (19), Britain, def. Ana 
Bogdan, Romania, 7-5, 6-2. 

Amanda Anisimova (25), United States, 
def. Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 6-3, 6-3. 

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Anna Ka- 
linskaya, Russia, 6-0, 7-6 (9). 

Kristina Mladenovic, France, def. Vita- 
lia Diatchenko, Russia, 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-2. 

Petra Kvitova (6), Czech Republic, def. 
Ons Jabeur, Tunisia, 6-4, 6-2. 


By Chris Lehourites 

Associated Press 

WIMBLEDON, England — 
Ash Barty played her first match 
as the No. 1 player in the world on 
No. 1 Court at Wimbledon, and 
she won. 

The top-seeded Australian, 
who followed her victory at the 
French Open by winning a grass- 
court warm-up tournament in 
Birmingham, advanced to the 
second round at the All England 
Club on Tuesday by winning her 
13th straight match. She beat 
Zheng Saisai 6-4, 6-2. 

“It feels incredible,” Barty 
said about playing at Wimbledon 
as the top-ranked woman. “It’s a 
little bit of a bizarre feeling, to be 
honest. But I just try and go about 
my business the exact same way. 

“This hallowed turf that we do 
get to play on is sacred, it’s beau¬ 
tiful. And you have to enjoy every 
minute.” 

Defending champion Angelique 
Kerber also advanced, beating 
Tatjana Maria 6-4, 6-3 on Centre 
Court. 

“I was really nervous, to be 
honest, because of course to (go) 
out there as the defending cham¬ 
pion, it was really special,” Ker¬ 
ber said. “Walking on the Centre 


Court, playing there again, I 
mean, a lot of emotions, a lot of 
memories.” 

Both Barty and Kerber are in 
the same quarter of the women’s 
draw, which means they could 
meet in the quarterfinals. Seven¬ 
time champion Serena Williams 
is also in that same quarter, and 
she also won, beating Giulia 
Gatto-Monticone of Italy 6-2, 7-5. 

Williams, who lost in the Wim¬ 
bledon final last year, is short 
on matches and training time 
this season, factors she cited 
after her third-round exit at the 
French Open, her most recent 
tournament. 

Garbine Muguruza, the 2017 
Wimbledon champion who was 
also placed in that same tough 
quarter of the draw, didn’t make 
it through her first match. And 
neither did Maria Sharapova, the 
champion in 2004. 

Muguruza, seeded 26th, lost to 
Brazilian qualifier Beatriz Had¬ 
dad Maia 6-4, 6-4. 

Sharapova, who served for the 
match while leading 5-3 in the 
second, retired from her match 
with a left wrist injury while trail¬ 
ing Pauline Parmentier of France 
4-6, 7-6 (4), 5-0. 

Sharapova, who was unseeded 
at the All England Club for the 


first time since her debut in 2003, 
called for a medical timeout after 
the second set and a trainer put 
some taping on her wrist. She 
called for the trainer a second 
time in the third set, and stopped 
just after Parmentier served for 
the 5-0 lead. 

The combative and combus¬ 
tible Nick Kyrgios advanced to 
the second round despite winning 
only five points in the fourth set. 
The unseeded Australian beat 
Jordan Thompson 7-6 (4), 3-6, 7-6 
( 10 ), 0 - 6 , 6 - 1 . 

Kyrgios took a medical timeout 
after the second set and a trainer 
came on court to examine his left 
side. He then won the third set in 
a tiebreaker — a set which took 1 
hour, 16 minutes to complete. 

The fourth set, however, lasted 
only 18 minutes as Thompson 
won 24 points while Kyrgios took 
only five. 

“The medical timeout was to 
loosen up my hamstring a little 
bit. It was a physical match.” 
Kyrgios said. “Especially on the 
grass, it was a little bit slower 
this year. There were a lot more 
rallies.” 

Kyrgios will face two-time 
champion Rafael Nadal in the 
next round. 


Playing his first match since 
winning his 12th French Open 
title, Nadal had little trouble in 
making the switch from clay to 
grass, beating Japanese qualifier 
Yuichi Sugita 6-3, 6-1, 6-3 on No. 
1 Court. 

Eight-time champion Roger 
Federer lost the opening set of his 
opening match on Centre Court, 
but he quickly recovered and beat 
Lloyd Harris of South Africa 3-6, 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 , 6 - 2 . 

Federer, who is seeded second 
at the All England Club, reached 
the second round at Wimbledon 
for the 17th consecutive year. 

However, fifth-seeded Domi¬ 
nic Thiem, who lost to Nadal in 
the French Open final, was elimi¬ 
nated after losing to Sam Querrey 
6-7 (4), 7-6 (1), 6-3, 6-0. 

Thiem follows a pair of other 
top seeds out of the tournament 
in the first round. No. 6 Alexan¬ 
der Zverev and No. 7 Stefanos Ts- 
itsipas lost on Monday. 

“I was mentally prepared for 
this kind of game,” said Thiem, 
who has had much more success 
on the slower clay surface. “Just 
broke down a little bit after he 
converted his first break chance, 
and that was it, basically.” 


Gauff, just 15, stuns 5-time champ Venus 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WIMBLEDON, England — Coco Gauff 
grew up admiring the Williams sisters. Picked 
up a tennis racket as a little girl because of 
them. And on Monday at Wimbledon, still just 
15, Gauff beat one of them. 

Gauff, the youngest competitor to qualify at 
the All England Club in the professional era, 
showed the poise and power of a much older, 
much more experienced player, pulling off a 
6-4, 6-4 victory in the first round over Venus 
Williams, who at 39 was the oldest woman in 
the field. 

When it ended, Gauff dropped her racket 
and put her hands on her head. After a hand¬ 
shake and exchange of words at the net with 
Williams, Gauff knelt by her sideline chair 
and tears welled in her eyes. Up in the stands, 
her father leaped out of his seat. 

“Honestly, I don’t really know how to feel. 
This is the first time I ever cried after a match. 
Or winning, obviously; I’ve cried after a loss 
before,” said Gauff, who is based in Florida. “I 
don’t even know how to explain how I feel.” 

This was her third tour-level match; Wil¬ 
liams has played more than 1,000. This was 
Gauff’s first match at Wimbledon, where Wil¬ 
liams has played more than 100 and won five 
titles. By the time Gauff was born in 2004, 
Williams already had spent time at No. 1 in 
the rankings and owned four of her seven 
Grand Slam singles trophies. 

“It didn’t really seem real, for a moment,” 
said Gauff’s father, Corey, between hand¬ 
shakes and slaps on the back and requests for 
selfies from spectators leaving No. 1 Court. 
“On the walk to the court, I was walking be¬ 
hind her. She was excited. I was excited. She 
seemed confident, but I wasn’t sure if it was 
false confidence or she really was. I just said 
to her: This match is really magical. Just 
enjoy it. Your first Wimbledon main draw and 
you’re on a main court against somebody you 
looked up to from the beginning.” 



Tim Ireland/AP 


Cori “Coco” Gauff reacts after beating Venus 
Williams on Monday at Wimbledon. 

It was by far the most anticipated match 
of Day 1 at the grass-court tournament, but 
hardly the only upset. Two-time major cham¬ 
pion Naomi Osaka, who was No. 1 until a week 
ago, lost 7-6 (4), 6-2 to Yulia Putinseva, joining 
two young members of the men’s top-10, No. 6 
seed Alexander Zverev and No. 7 seed Stefa¬ 
nos Tsitsipas, on the way out. 

This one, though, was special, potentially 
the sort of changing-of-the-guard moment 
that people could remember for years. 

Gauff certainly has the mindset of someone 
who intends to go far. 

“I’ve said this before: I want to be the great¬ 
est. My dad told me that I could do this when I 
was 8. Obviously you never believe it. I’m still, 
like, not 100 percent confident. But, like, you 
have to just say things. You never know what 


happens,” she said. “If I went into this match 
saying, ‘Let’s see how many games I can get 
against her,’ then I most definitely would not 
have won. My goal was to play my best. My 
dream was to win. That’s what happened.” 

How far does she think she can fare this 
fortnight? 

“My goal,” she said, her face expression¬ 
less, “is to win it.” 

Well, then... 

Gauff came into the week outside the top 
300 but was granted a wild card by the All 
England Club to enter qualifying. She rolled 
through those rounds at a nearby site, knock¬ 
ing off the event’s top seed. 

But this was a whole other task. 

Gauff was sensational and showed zero 
signs that the moment or the matchup was too 
daunting for her. It’s the sort of unusual calm 
and steady way she has progressed through 
the various levels of youth tennis, including 
reaching the U.S. Open junior final at 13 and 
winning the French Open junior title at 14. 

The first set was remarkable: Gauff had 10 
winners to only two unforced errors, all the 
while trading powerful groundstrokes at the 
baseline with Williams, and never facing a 
break point. 

“The sky’s the limit,” Williams said. “It re¬ 
ally is.” 

Gauff, who is black, idolized Williams and 
her younger sister, Serena, the first Afri¬ 
can American women since Althea Gibson 
in the 1950s to win a Grand Slam singles 
championship. 

Serena has said Gauff reminds her of 
Venus. 

After Monday’s match, Gauff said she 
thanked Venus “for everything she did.” 

“I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for her,” said 
Gauff, who joined the crowd in applauding for 
Venus as she walked off the court. “And I was 
just telling her that she’s so inspiring. Like, 
I always wanted to tell her that. And even 
though I met her before, I guess now I have 
the guts to.” 
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Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press/AP 


Tyler Myers, left, and Vancouver General Manager Jim Benning 
listen during a news conference Monday after Myers signed a five- 
year, $30 million contract with the Canucks. 


Trio: Long-term contracts 
don’t always bring success 


FROM BACK PAGE 

signings and I guess judge for 
yourself whether you think 
they’re good or bad.” 

The Toronto Maple Leafs 
were hailed a year ago for sign¬ 
ing superstar John Tavares and 
they ended up losing in the first 
round of the playoffs for the third 
straight year. Edmonton and Buf¬ 
falo, respectively, signed Milan 
Lucic and Kyle Okposo to seven- 
year contracts in 2016 and both 
franchises are still floundering. 

The Minnesota Wild took a 
big chance in 2012, signing Zach 
Parise and Ryan Suter to 13-year 
contracts. The duo has not been 
able to help the franchise get past 
the second round. 

It is possible, though, for a team 
to invest a lot in a player from an¬ 
other team in free agency and 
have it pay off with a title. The 
Washington Capitals gave Matt 
Niskanen a seven-year, $40.25 
million contract in 2014 and the 
defenseman helped them hoist 
the Cup four years later. 

A look at the teams that spent 
the most so far in 2019 to sign 
unrestricted free agents — three 
from Columbus — away from 
other teams: 

New York Rangers 

Desperate for a shot of talent 
and energy, New York gave the 
27-year-old Panarin a contract 
that trails only Edmonton’s Con¬ 
nor McDavid in money per sea¬ 
son. The dynamic forward signed 
a seven-year, $81.5 million con¬ 
tract with a franchise that has 
missed the playoffs in consecu¬ 
tive years for the first time in the 
salary cap era. The Russian had 
a career-high 87 points last sea¬ 
son in Columbus. He has scored 
at least 27 goals in each of his 
four NHL seasons, including his 
first two years with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Florida Panthers 

The franchise has missed the 
playoffs three straight years and 
16 times in 18 seasons, creating a 
sense of urgency to win that can 
lead to lavish spending in free 
agency. Bobrovsky took advan¬ 
tage, signing a seven-year, $70 
million contract. The two-time 
Vezina Trophy winner replaces 


retired goaltender Roberto Lu- 
ongo and makes Florida tough 
to beat each game he starts. He 
led the league with nine shutouts 
and his 37 victories with the Blue 
Jackets ranked second in the 
NHL. The Russian has given up 
fewer than 2 Vi goals per game 
over nine seasons. 

Nashville Predators 

Nashville reached the 2017 
Stanley Cup Final and has taken 
a step back since, losing in the 
first round this year after a sec¬ 
ond-round exit. The Predators 
needed to give their power play 
a boost even though it cost them 
$56 million over seven years to 
sign Matt Duchene away from 
the Blue Jackets. They were able 
to sign the 28-year-old Canadian 
center after freeing up cap space 
by trading All-Star defenseman 
PK. Subban to New Jersey. Duch¬ 
ene had 31 goals and 39 assists 
last season with the Ottawa Sena¬ 
tors and Columbus. 

Minnesota Wild 

Minnesota signed right wing 
Mats Zuccarello to a five-year, 
$30 million contract in the hopes 
of getting back to the playoffs 
after a six-year streak ended. 
Even though Zuccarello had just 
12 goals and 40 points last sea¬ 
son with the Rangers and Dallas, 
the Wild need all the help they 
can get offensively after ranking 
among the NHL’s worst in scor¬ 
ing last season. Zuccarello, who is 
from Norway, has 114 goals and 
241 assists over nine seasons. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Vancouver has failed to make 
the playoffs the previous four 
seasons, matching the franchise’s 
longest drought when it joined the 
NHL in the early 1970s and from 
1997-2000. Its chances of turning 
things around may have improved 
by signing Tyler Myers, one of 
the top defensemen on the mar¬ 
ket. Myers, who played in Win¬ 
nipeg for four-plus seasons, came 
at a high price: $30 million over 
five years. The American had 31 
points for the Jets last season. He 
has 265 career points over 10 sea¬ 
sons, split between Buffalo and 
Winnipeg. 


Jackets pick up pieces 
after free-agent losses 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Columbus Blue Jackets 
watched three of their best players leave for other 
teams on the opening day of free agency and did 
relatively little to fill the holes. 

When the dust settled after Monday’s comings 
and goings, many questions remained about wheth¬ 
er general manager Jarmo Kekalainen will be able 
reassemble enough pieces for Columbus to make a 
run at the playoffs for a fourth straight season. 

The success of the team in 2019-20 will depend 
on a player or combination of players filling the of¬ 
fensive void left by departed forward Artemi Pan¬ 
arin. And it will require last year’s backup goalie 
Joonas Korpisalo — or someone else — to be nearly 
as good as two-time Vezina Trophy winner Sergei 
Bobrovsky. 

Panarin, who was considered a long shot to re-sign 
with Columbus after two seasons, inked a seven-year 
deal with the New York Rangers worth $81.5 mil¬ 
lion. Bobrovsky went to the Florida Panthers after 
seven years in Columbus, and center Matt Duchene, 
picked up at the February trade deadline, moved on 
to Nashville. 

Forward Ryan Dzingel, defenseman Adam Mc- 
Quaid and goalie Keith Kinkaid — all acquired at 
the deadline and now unrestricted free agents — are 
not likely to stay with Columbus, which also lost its 
top executive, John Davidson, to the Rangers’ front 
office. 

The Blue Jackets did pick up free-agent forward 
Gustav Nyquist from the San Jose Sharks. The 
Swedish winger was dealt by the Detroit Red Wings 
at the deadline and helped the Sharks advance to the 
Western Conference finals. He totaled 22 goals and 
38 assists last season. 

Kekalainen has said he wants only players who 
are happy to play in Columbus. Nyquist said that in¬ 
cludes him. 

“I think it’s a team that has some really good piec¬ 
es, some young pieces and also some great veteran 
leaders, and a team that’s really heading in the right 
direction,” Nyquist said. “You saw that in last year’s 
playoffs. Those were things that really excited me.” 

Nyquist said the departure of some of the stars 



Gary Wiepert/AP 


Columbus general manager Jarmo Kekalainen says 
the Blue Jackets must “move forward with what 
we have and start building other ways.” 

doesn’t concern him. 

“I’m sure the media will talk about that,” he said. 
“But I think we want to prove that there is going to 
be opportunity for other guys who are going to try 
to come in and fill some of those holes, and I’m sure 
everyone will be excited to keep building on what 
they’ve done here for the last few years. I have no 
doubt in my mind that we’re going to be a really 
good team.” 

Kekalainen had declined to deal Panarin and Bo¬ 
brovsky at the February trade deadline, even though 
he knew there was scant chance of re-signing either. 
Instead, he added Duchene, Dzingel and others for 
an “all in” playoff run. 

That paid off when Columbus won its first postsea¬ 
son series in franchise history, stunning the mighty 
Tampa Bay Lightning with a four-game sweep. The 
Blue Jackets then lost to Boston in six games in the 
second round. 

Kekalainen said he knew some of those players 
might leave, but “then we just move forward with 
what we have and start building other ways.” 



Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Columbus Blue Jackets re-signed goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, above, to a one-year contract after 
losing two-time Vezina Trophy winner Sergei Bobrovsky to the Florida Panthers in free agency. 
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Philadelphia plucked Al Horford from Boston. The five-time All-Star agreed to a four- 
year contract with $97 million guaranteed. 


Horford gives 76ers new 
look in championship push 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Ben Simmons 
posted Instagram photos of his shirtless 
shooting drills and wrote the caption, 
“Let’s have a great week.” 

The 76ers are off to a pretty good start. 

One win away from the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence finals, the Sixers are set for another 
new look when training camp opens and 
they chase their first championship since 
1983. Jimmy Butler, a four-time All-Star 
hailed as the missing piece when the Six¬ 
ers traded for him in November, is off to 
Miami. JJ Redick, one of the top three- 
point shooters in team history, is headed 
to New Orleans. Meaning the Sixers lost 
two starters on a 51-win team poised to 
contend for conference titles and more for 
years, defections that could have stunted 
the franchise — had general manager 
Elton Brand not poached All-Star Al Hor¬ 
ford from Boston. 

Horford signed on for four years, Tobias 
Harris agreed to a five-year contract, key 
reserve Mike Scott has a new deal and Josh 
Richardson is a solid consolation prize in 
the Butler deal. 

In a chaotic East, the Sixers are still in 
the mix as a top team. 

“Crazy,” 76ers forward Zhaire Smith 
said of NBA free agency. “I never knew it 
was that crazy. It was crazy.” 

Just a bit. 

But winning 50 games and a round in 
the playoffs is no longer good enough for 
coach Brett Brown and the Sixers. Redick 
was their lone reliable three-point ace and 
Butler turned into a valuable clutch scorer 
in the playoffs. The team wouldn’t have 
gotten to Game 7 against eventual NBA 
champion Toronto in the semis without 
them. And Horford, Harris and Richard¬ 
son are expected to keep the dropoff at a 
minimum — but are they enough to push 
the Sixers over the edge into a title team? 
Throw in Smith, who missed most of his 
rookie year, and 2019 first-rounder Ma¬ 
tisse Thybulle, and the Sixers should be 
tougher defensively. 

Let’s take a look at the Sixers, so far: 

■ Horford, a five-time All-Star, agreed 
Sunday to a four-year contract with $97 
million guaranteed in a deal that could be 
worth up to $109 million. 

The 33-year-old Horford was one of 
Boston’s steadiest players, averaging 13.9 
points and nine rebounds in the postsea¬ 
son. Horford’s deal may not look so great 
in 2023, but the Sixers are trying to win 


now and he can help. Horford can shoot 
the three (37% for his career), rebound and 
provides a critical presence with All-Star 
Joel Embiid. He can certainly team with 
Embiid down low but could also carry big 
minutes when Embiid needs a breather. 
Embiid’s health is always an issue and the 
Sixers were forced to go with a backup-big 
man-by-committee in the playoffs, with 
disastrous results. Horford, if healthy, is a 
fantastic fit for the Sixers as a smart de¬ 
fender and a potential career extender for 
Embiid. 

■ Richardson averaged 16.6 points, 4.1 
assists, and 3.6 rebounds with the Heat 
and is young (25), affordable ($10.1 mil¬ 
lion) and has worked himself into one of 
the top wing defenders in the East. Rich¬ 
ardson also knows how to ingratiate him¬ 
self with the Philly fans, tweeting, “Where 
da cheesesteaks ?” More than 2,000 replies 
later, there was no clue from Richardson 
which spot he might hit first. Richardson 
is 6-foot-6 yet is the smallest of the Sixers’ 
expected five starters. He has shown flash¬ 
es of developing into a three-point shooter 
and could only get better in the catch-and- 
shoot spot that Redick made so dangerous 
for the Sixers. 

■ Harris averaged 20 points and 7.9 re¬ 
bounds with the Clippers and Sixers and 
agreed to a $180 million, five-year con¬ 
tract, just shy of the full max value. He 
explained his decision in a first-person 
essay on ESPN.com, writing: “I want to be 
somewhere that I can call home. Finally, I 
can do that now: I’m a Philadelphia 76er.” 
The $180 million certainly helped but Har¬ 
ris, who has had a solid but not spectacular 
career, could emerge as more of a scoring 
threat with Redick and Butler gone. Just 
26, Harris has time to live up to his sal¬ 
ary and the big haul the Sixers gave to the 
Clippers (four draft picks plus rookie star 
Landry Shamet) to get him in February. 
With Butler leaving, the Sixers had to pay 
Harris and not risk the embarrassment of 
striking out on their two major trades this 
season. Harris’ shooting numbers dipped 
once he got to Philly, but that could have 
had more to do with the star cast around 
him than anything, though for $180 mil¬ 
lion, any excuse for a further decline is out 
the window. 

So what’s left? The Sixers have about $7.7 
million in salary cap space left and only 
nine players under contract. They need a 
backup point guard, another shooter and 
maybe even a true backup center — and 
Monday marked just the first full day of 
NBA free agency. 


Thompson staying put, 
Butler-to-Miami done 


Heat land star from 76ers after involving 2 more teams 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

Klay Thompson is staying home with 
Golden State. Jimmy Butler finally has a 
new home in Miami. 

And the wait continues for Kawhi 
Leonard. 

Thompson announced his decision to stay 
with the Golden State Warriors for $190 
million over the next five years, meaning 
the five-time reigning Western Confer¬ 
ence champions have their ‘Splash Broth¬ 
ers’ backcourt of Thompson and Stephen 
Curry locked up long-term. Thompson 
made the announcement on social media, 
using the hashtag “Warrior41ife.” 

He added, “there was never a doubt.” 

There’s still plenty of doubt about Kawhi 
Leonard’s next stop. The first 24 hours of 
free agency have come and gone without 
a peep from the NBA Finals MVP, who is 
expected to meet with the Toronto Raptors 

— the team he led to this past season’s NBA 
title — as early as Tuesday. The Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers also appear to remain squarely 
in the race to land him to play alongside 
LeBron James and Anthony Davis. 

But there is no more doubt about Butler’s 
future. 

The Heat completed agreements on what 
will become a four-team trade Monday to 
land Butler from the Philadelphia 76ers, 
with the Los Angeles Clippers and Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers also involved. Miami 
gets Butler and Meyers Leonard, the Blaz¬ 
ers get Hassan Whiteside, the Clippers get 
Moe Harkless and a future first-round pick 
and the 76ers get Josh Richardson. 

Miami had agreed to send Whiteside to 
Portland for Harkless and Meyers Leon¬ 
ard earlier in the day, and then essentially 
got absorbed into the deal to get Butler 

— who will be under contract for $142 mil¬ 
lion over the next four seasons. The Heat 
had the framework of a three-team deal 
with the 76ers and Dallas nearly in place 
Sunday, before the Mavericks went a dif¬ 
ferent way. 

“Anybody got kawhi number??” Hark¬ 
less wrote on Twitter after he was headed 
to the Clippers in that four-team deal. 

Kyrie Irving made his move to the 
Brooklyn Nets on a four-year deal believed 
to be worth $141 million official, with the 
New York native saying the lure of going 
home was too strong to ignore. 

“Home is where my family is,” Irving 
said in a video posted by his new represen¬ 
tation, Roc Sports. “Home is where I want 
my legacy to continue. And I’m happy to be 
in Brooklyn.” 

Irving had been with the Boston Celtics. 
His replacement in next season’s Celtics 
lineup will be Kemba Walker, who ex¬ 
plained his decision to leave Charlotte for 
Boston in an essay published Monday by 
The Players Tribune. 

“I feel like it’s a match made in heaven,” 
Walker wrote. “I want to win here, badly 

— and I’m excited to prove myself as that 
type of player in this league. I want to ele¬ 
vate myself into that Boston winning tradi¬ 
tion. I want to get this team back on top.” 

The New York Knicks missed out on 
players like Irving and Kevin Durant 

— who is also headed to Brooklyn — but 
continued the retooling of their roster by 
adding guards Elfrid Payton and Wayne 
Ellington. New York will become Elling- 
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Warriors guard Klay Thompson, top, 
announced Monday his decision to stay 
with Golden State for $190 million over 
the next five years. Jimmy Butler, bottom, 
is leaving Philadelphia for Miami. The 
Heat completed agreements on what will 
become a four-team trade Monday to 
land Butler from the 76ers. 


ton’s ninth team in 11 seasons. 

And Seth Curry, Stephen’s brother, is re¬ 
turning to Dallas. The Mavericks agreed 
to a $32 million, four-year contract with 
the younger Curry, who spent last season 
with Portland. He played for the Mavs in 
the 2016-17 season, averaging a career- 
high 12.8 points per game. 

Enes Kanter is coming back to the 
Eastern Conference, joining the Boston 
Celtics. 

Ranter’s manager, Hank Fetic, wrote on 
Twitter that Kanter had agreed to two-year 
deal with the Celtics, with the second-year 
being a player option. 

The Athletic reported that the deal would 
pay Kanter $10 million. 

Kanter began last season with the New 
York Knicks and was playing well, averag¬ 
ing 14 points and 10.5 rebounds. But he lost 
his spot in the rotation when the Knicks 
wanted to focus on younger players, and 
he was eventually waived. The Turkish 
center then signed with the Portland Trail 
Blazers and ended up starting after Jusuf 
Nurkic’s season-ending injury. 
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Chasing a 24th major 

Serena opens tournament 
with straight-set victory » Page 29 
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I Two-time Vezina Trophy winner Sergei Bobrovsky 
K left the Columbus Blue Jackets for a seven-year, 
P $70 million contract with the Florida Panthers. 
Jeffrey! 
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Duchene 


Who are the winners? 


The trio of teams that signed the best 
three available players to 7-year deals 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

T he New York Rangers, Florida Panthers 
and Nashville Predators came out ahead 
on Day 1 of NHL free agency, signing 
the best players available to seven-year 
contracts. 

If Artemi Panarin, Sergei Bobrovsky or Matt 
Duchene can help their new teams win the Stanley 
Cup, it will go against a trend. 

Teams that have made the biggest splash by 


signing stars from other teams in recent summers 
haven’t had those major moves lead to winning the 
Stanley Cup. 

“The reality is, you want to get those guys on July 
1, you’ve got to give them terms and you’ve got to 
give them a lot of money,” Detroit Red Wings gen¬ 
eral manager Steve Yzerman said. “I don’t know if 
it’s the right way to go or the wrong way. We’ve all 
done it. 

“You can look back on the history of July 1 

SEE TRIO ON PAGE 30 
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The Predators freed up salary cap space to 
sign Matt Duchene by trading defenseman 
RK. Subban to the New Jersey Devils. 



Angels pitcher Skaggs found dead at age 27 » Page 26 



















